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To all whom it mafy CONCETT: -
Beit known that I, CHARLES A. STRASBURG,
a citizen of the Umted States, residing at Cri-
dersville, in the county of Au ﬂ'lelze and State
of Ohio, have invented. a new and. useful_
Mml—Ba,g Fastener, of mhleh the followuw 18
a specification. |
The invention I'ela,tes to 1mpr ovements in
mail-bag fasteners. :
The ob,]eet of the ptesent mventmn is to
improve the construction of mail-bag fasten-

“ers and to provide a simple, inexpensive, and

- efficient locking device adapted to be readily

applied to maﬂ bags, valises, and similar re-
ceptacles and deswned to obviate the neces-

sity of employing the stepleb often used on !

mail-bag fasteners. - . -
The 1nvent10n eensmts in the eonstl uemon

- and novel eombmetwn and mrenwement of

20

~ trated in the acecompanying drawings, and

pointed out in the claims hereto eppended |
In the drawings, Iigure 1 is a perspective

parts, as hereinafter fully deseubed illus-

 viewof a portion of & 1:11&11 bag provided with
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- gether at their lower ends

Fig. 2.

a fastener constr ueted in eecordenee with this
invention. TFig. 21is a lonﬂ'ltudmal sectional
view, the mail- beﬂ' being 1ecked - Fig. 8 1s a
similar view showmw the pemtwn of the lock-
ing device when the mail-bag is open. Fig.

4 is a transverse sectional view on line 4 4 of
Fig. 5 is a detail perspective view of
the tumblet Fi'ﬂ' 6 18 a detail View e'f- the.
key. |
Likenum erals of r eferenee deswn&te corre-

sponding parts in ell the figures of the draw- |

ings. .
1 and 2 deswnete eeetlone of a casing de-
signed to be secured to a mail-bag 3 at oppo-
site sides of the mouth thereof and provided
with depending arms 4, which are hinged to-
The seetmn 1,

which carries the locking mechanism;is pro-
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1ngata pemt adjacent to the top flange there-

~ ings of the side flanges of the section 1, is |

vided at its outer edn*es with top and side
flanges, and the ethel section 2 is provided
at 1te top with an inwardly-extending flange
5, arranged to enter the section 1 of the Cas-

of and adapted to be engaged by 1uo's 6 of a

rock-shaft 7, which eenstltutes 2} belt |
The roek-shaft 7, which is ;]oumaled at its

ends in suitable perforations or other bear-

. tions for the reception of the lugs 6.
‘suitable number of lugs may be provided,

'.plevided at one end with a hendle 8 and has
the Iugs 6 arranged at intervals, the flange 5

being promded with corresponding pelfela—
Any

and they are entirely eoneeeled within the

lock-casing when the mail-bag is closed.

The reek shaft or bolt 7 is pr efelably rec-

tangular in cross-section, and it is engaged

by a tumbler 9, which holds the lugs in en-

. gagement with the flange of the section 2 of
the lock-casing until it is disengaged from
the rock-shatt or bolt bya key 10 The tum-

bler, which is pivoted at its outer end at 11

to the section 1 of the casing, is provided at
its inner end with a bifurcated arm 12, ar-

ranged at right anglesto the body portion of

‘the tumbler str addhnw the bolt or shaft and

engaging the side. faees thereof, whereby the

same is held against 10tet1011 in e1the1 dir ec-
tion. :

The bedy portion of the tumblel 18 dlspesed
substantially parallel with the adJeeent por-
tion of the bolt or shaft, and the casing-sec-
tion 1 is provided Oppesﬂ;e the space between
the tumbler and the bolt or shaft with a key-
hole 13, which permits the engaging end of
the key to be interposed.between the tum-
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bler and the shaft or bolt to depreee the for-

mer against the action of a spring 14 and to

rotate “the shaft or bolt for carrying the lugs
out of engagement with the section 2 of the

casing. The spring is secured at one end to

the seetlen 1 of the casing and has its other
end free and beaunﬂ‘ eﬂ‘amst the tumbler fo

hold the same in enn'a,frement with the shaft
or bolt.

The key 1s premeed with a rectan gular lug
15 for engaging the tumbler, and it has an
oppositely-disposed lug 16, Wthh is beveled
or tapered and arranged 50 en gage the lower
face of the rectangular bolt or shatt adjacent
to one edge thereof, whereby when the key
is turned the bolt or shaft will be partially
rotated. The locking of the mail-bag is ef-

fected by rotating the shaft or bolt by -hand

to carry the lugs into engagement with the
flange 5 when the seetlens ef the casing are

| elesed and the tumbler is adapted to engage

the shaft or bolt-anutomatically when the lugs
are broughtintoengagement with the ﬂanﬂ‘e D.
Iuste&d of meklno' the entue shaft or bolt
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rectangular only that portion adjacent to the

keyhole and the arm of the tumbler may be

so constructed, and the width of the shaft or
bolt 1s designed to be greater than its thick-
ness to prevent the arm of the tumbler from
engaging it when the lugs are turned down,
as 1llustrated in Ifig. 3 of the accompanying
drawings.

It will be clear that the invention has the
following advantages: The locking device is
simple, inexpensive, strong, and durable and
adapted to be readily applied to mail-bags,
valises, and analogous receptacles.  The bolt
and the engaged portion of the casing are lo-
cated entirely within the latter and are con-
cealed, and the device dispenses with the sta-
ples frequently employed in this class of
locks.

Changesin the form, proportion, and minor
details of construetion may be resorted to
without departing from the spirit or sacrific-
g any of the advantages of this invention.

What I claim is—

1. In a device of the class deseribed, the
combination of a casing composed of two
hinged sections, a rotary bolt or shaft jour-
naled in the casing and provided with a lug
arranged at an angle to it and adapted to en-
gage the free edges of the sections to lock the
same closed, and a spring-actuated tumbler
engaging the bolt or shaft and holding the
same against rotation in either direction, said
tumbler being adapted to be disengaged from
the shaft or bolt by a key, substantially as
described.

2., In a device of the class described, the

combination of a casing, a bolt or shaft jour-
naled therein and provided with engaging |

lugs, said bolt or shaft having a polygconal

portion, and a spring-actuated tumbler pro-
vided with a bifureated arm straddling the
polyeonal portion of the shaft or bolt and
locking the same against rotation in either
direction, said tumbler being adapted to be
engaged by a key, substantially as described.

3. In a device of the class described, the
combination of a casing having a keyhole, a

‘shaft or bolt journaled in the casing at one

side of the keyhole and provided with lugs,
said shaft or bolt having a rectangular por-
tion adjacent to the said keyhole, a spring-
actuated tumbler mounted in the casing at
the opposite side of the keyhole and provided
with an arm engaging the rectangular portion
of the shaft or bolt, and a key adapted to be
interposed between the tumbler and the shaft
or bolt and provided with opposite lugs for
engaging the same, one of the lugs heing hev-
eled and arranged to rotate the shalt or bolt,
substantially as described.

4, In a device of the class described, the
combination of a casing composced of two
hinged sections, one of the sections being pro-
vided with a perforated flange, a bolt or shaft
journaled on the othersection, provided with
an exteriorly-arranged handle and having a
series of lugs for engaging the perforations of
sald flange, and a spring-actuated tumbler
engaging the shaft or bolt and locking the
same against rotation, substantially as de-
scribed.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as

‘my own I have hereto aflixed my signature in
‘the presence of two witnesses.

CITARLES A. STRASBURG.
Witnesses:
CHARLIE BOOP,
CLARENCE OSENBAUGIIL.
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