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SPECIFICATION forming: part of Letters Patent No. 605,423, dated June 7, 1898.
Applia&tion. filed August 13,1897, Serial No. 648,126, (No model.)

To all whom it may concerm:

Be it known that I, ANDREW II. ITART, of
Winchester,in the eouuty of Clark and State
of Kentuchy, have invented a new and Im-
proved Voting-Machine, of which the follow-
ing 1s a full, elear, and exact description.

This invention relates particularly to ma-
chines designed to be operated by a voter to
register his vote for any candidate or candi-
dates; and the object is to provide a machine
of this character of comparatively simple
construction, and therefore not liable to get
out of order, and, further, to so construct the
machine that the total number of votes cast
for each of the candidates may be seen or as-
certained without counting ballots, as is usu-
ally done. | |

I will describe a voting-machine embody-
ing my invention, and then point out the novel
[e&tm es in the appended claims.

RReference is to be had to the aceompanymn‘ |

drawings, forming a part of this specification,
in Whieh Simil&r characters of reference indi-
cate corresponding parts in all the views.
IFigure 1 1s a top plan view of a voting-ma-
chine embodying my invention, with certain
parts broken away to more clearly showother

parts. Ifig. 2 1s a section on the line 2 2 of
Fig. 1. ¥ig. 31s a sectional view of a por-

tion of the machine, and Fig. 4 shows aportion
of a tape employed. | |

Referring to the drawings, 1 desw nates a
case of any desired size, in which shafts 2
and 3 are mounted. These shafts extend
trmlsversely of the case, and, as here shown,
they have their endgseated in the lower por-
tions of channels 4, formed at the sides of the
case. Mounted to rotate on the shaft 2 is a
series of -delivery-rollers 5. These delivery-
rollers have flanges at theirsides, and a tape 6
has one end secured to a roller 5 and the other
end secured to a take-up roller 7, mounted on
the shaft 3. Of course there will be a take-
up roller for each roller 9, and 1t may be here
stated that any number of roliers and tapes
thereon may be employed in a case, depend-
ing, of course, upon the numberof candidates
to be voted for.

The tape 6 1s provided with a series of con-
secutive numbers, the space between which,
as shown in Ifig. 4:, eradually increases from

The object

1

on the roller 7

- rest on a swinging bar 20.

lifting-strip 19 and the detent 16.

of so increasing the spacesis to properly pre-

sent the number beneath the glass-covered
sight-opening 8 in the top of the casing as
the winding of the tape increases in diameter
Underneath the glass of the
sight-opening 8 is a plate 9, over which the

tape passes, as plainly indicated in Fig. 2

This plate 9, as will also the glass in the
sight-opening, extends entirely across the ma-
chine- casing. One flange of each roller 7 1s
provided with ratchet- teeth 10, designed to
be engaged by a dog 11, mounted t0 sSwing on
a bloek 12, mov: able lonnitudinally in a slot
13, formed in-the top of the casing. This

block 12 is secared to a top plate 14, movable

on the top of the case and pr ov1ded with a

finger-piece 15.

Extended forward from each block 12 is a

detent 16, consisting of resilient metal and

having a hook end 17, designed to engage
over a rod 13, extended transversely of the
case. KExtended from each bloeck 12 and ar-

ranged below the detent 16 is & resilient lift-

ing-strip 19. All of the resilient strips 19
This swinging
bar has its ends tmned at right angles and

pivoted to the opposite side WELHS of the case

1. A returning-spring, here shown in the

form of a wire 21, extends upward from the
bottom of the case through openings in the
The pur-
pose of these returning-springs will be more
fully desecribed hereinafter.

The several rollers 5 and 7 may be held in
place and prevented from fouching adjacent
rollers by means of strips 22, having their
ends seated in recesses in cleats 23, secured
to the inner sides of the ends of the case.
The forward ends of the plates 14 have up-

wardly-projecting portions 24, against which

the lower edge of a swinging plate 25 1s de-
signed to engage.
pivoted at its upper edge to uprights 26 on
the top of the case, and extended from this
plate is a push-pin 27.

At one side within the case is a device to

enable an officer of elections to register the
total number of votes cast and also to restore

the several parts to their normal position af-

This swinging plate 25 is
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ter having been manipulated by a voter. This |

means eon51sts of a feed-roller 28, similar to

| the feed-rollers 5 and mounted on the same.
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shait, and a roller 29, similar to the 1‘01181".‘} 7
mld mounted on the same shaft, and a tape
36 extends between the rollers 28 and 29.
Th@ take-up roller 29 is operated by a doa ol,
engaging with a ratchet-toothed flange 32 on
the roller, the said don being pwot‘ﬂly con-
nected to a block 83, nmunted to slide 1n a
slot in the top of the case. The detent and
lifting-strip, heretofore deseribed, are omitted
in this portion of the device. The block 33,
however, has a forwardly - projecting and
downwaldly-mehned finger 34 at its forward
end, engaging 1111&1@1110‘1111 the lifting-bar 20.

As it i dcsned that the voting ‘shall be
secret or not seen by the election officer a
partition 35 is extended upward from the case
ovetween the parts operated by a voter and
the part operated by the election officer.

In use the name of the candidate and the

office will be placed upon a slide- plate 14,
When a voter desires to vote for ANy oneorsev-
cral of the candidates, he will push the slide-
plate 14 forward. This of course, through
the medinm of the dog 11, will mmte ’Lh(}
take-up roller one step, and fu, the completion
of the movement the detent 16 will engage
over the rod 1S and thus prevent the Votu
from returning the slide to its original posi-
tion and also Drevent repeating. Sh{mld the
voter desire to vote for all the candidates, he
may operate the several devices simultane-
ously by pressing downward on the push-
finger 27. This will swing the plate 25 and
move the several slides forward and turn
the several take-up rollers. Of course the
take-up rollers will be rotated step by step
by the votersfollowingone another,and there-
fore the number of VOLGS for each candidate
will be disclosed through the sight-opening 8.
After a voter shall Imve ﬁllﬂh@d votmﬂ‘ the
election officer will push the bloek 3 3 forw ard,
and this will 1111pmt motion to the take-up
roller 29, moving the tape 36 through the
space from one 11111111‘)91 to another, the niin-
bers of which will indicate the total number
of voters voting. As the block 33 is moved
forward the ineclined upper surface of the
finger 84 will swing the rod 20 upward, and
this rod 20 will lift the strips 19, which at this
time will be in engagement with the detents
switehed in, and this lifting OJ_' the strips 19
will 1ift said detents out of engagement with
the bar 18. Then the springs 21 will return

the several slides and the dogs 11 to their
normal position in readiness for the next
voter, as indicated in full lines in Tig. 2.

At the closingof the polls it is obvious that
the total ]lﬂllﬂ)f‘t of voles for cach candidate
will be seen on the tape below the sight-open-
ing s, and therefore may be scheduled in the
usual manner without delay.

Having thus deseribed my invention, I
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters
Patent—

1. A voting-machine, comprising a case, a
delivery-roller and a take-up roller mounted
in the case, a numbered tape extended Dbe-
tween the rollers, a bloek movable in a slot
in the top of the case, & dog mounted to swing
on sald bloek and mhpted to engage with
ratchet-teeth formedinaflange of the falke-1 p
roller, a resilient detent-strip extended from

the bloclk and having a hook end, a rod over

which said hook end is designed to engagce,
and means for lifting the detent from the rod,
substantially as specified.

2. A voting-machine, comprising a case, ¢
dehvely 1‘011(}1 mounted in said case,n take- np
roller mounted in the case, a pL_LLG arranged
in the case below a sight-opening in the top
of the case, a numbered tape extended be-
tween the rollers and over said plate, a bloek
movable in a slot in the top of the case, a doy
mounted to swing on said block and ad iz}m‘h{l
to engage with ratchet-teeth formed on one
of the flanges of the take-up roller, a resilient,
detent- plate extended forward {Ji the biock
and having a hook end, & rod over which said
hool end 1s designed fo engage, a resilient
Lifting-strip BKL(ElldlI]” from the bloek under-
nea,t,h the detent, means for raising said lift-
ing- -plate, and a spring for 1*et111:r111w the block
to 1ts normal posmmu subs Lanmﬂu as specl-
fied. |

3. A voting-machine, comprising a case, a
number of dGllVGl}T“l ollers in said Case,
number of take-up rollers in said case, num-
bered tapes extended between feed and take-
up rollers, a slide-block for operating each
‘.;&he up 1*011@ , EL f:a]_)llll }fwldmﬁ ﬂ(,wnt, ¢X-

|..|-

ing bm‘ en aﬂ ing uudernm’uh Lhe seve *1{11 t’"lE;--
tents, ﬂ]ﬁlOLhBi &dldmg block, and a cam-finger
extended from said other hlock and engagine
with the swinging bar to lift the same and re-
lease the detents, substantially as speeified.

ANDREW I ITART.

Witnesses ;
L. C. Fox,
¥, Busw Hopaxiw,
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