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~ JOHN A. COFFEY, OF AN A OOND A, M ONI‘ANA

- MARKER FOR GRAVES, LANDS, &o.

~ SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 605,395, dated June 7, 1898,

To all whom it may concern:

Beit known that I, JOEN A. GOFFEY, a citi-'
zen ol the United States of America, resid-

ing at Anaconda, in the county of Deer Lodge
and State of Montana, have invented certain

new and useful Improvements in Markers
. for Graves, Lands, &ec.; and I do hereby de-

clare the following to be a full, clear, and ex-

- act description of the invention; sueh as will
enable others skilled in the art to which 1t ap-.
pertains to make and use the same, reference.
~beinghad to the accompanying drawings, and
to letters of reference marked thereon, which

form a part of this specification.

T'his invention relates to certain new and.
‘useful improvements in markers for graves,

. lmonuments, lands, guide-posts, &c., the ob-
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- plates which receive cards, pictures, or other
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- transverse sectional view of one of the leaves.
or tablets, and Fig. 4 is a vertical section
showing the marker applied to a monument.
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ject of my invention being to provide a neat
and inexpensive device Pprimarily

for marking graves, but which may be read-

1ly used wherever it is desirable to use a
- marker for general purposes; and the inven-

tion provides a simple, cheap, and effective
marker, the covering-plate thereof having
signs or marks,which plate 1s adapted to form
a part of a casing, said casing containing

matter; and my invention consists in the

~ combination, with a-suitable support, of a
casing which.is adapted to be permanently

secured thereto and form. a receptacle for a

series of plates orleaves, together with a re-

movable covering-plate or tablet which is

held in movable engagement with the casing,
as will be hereinafter set forth. -

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is

a perspective view showing the marker car-

ried by a bar, the ends of which may enter

the ground to form a support therefor. Fig.

2 18 a vertical sectional view. Fig. 3 is a

A refers to a snitable support, which may
consist of a bar of metal bent upon 1tself, as

‘shown in Fig. 1 of the drawings, orit may be

a stone, as shown in Fig. 4, and when a

stone 1s used the face to which the marker is
- applied is recessed, so that the rear face of

the marker may lie within the recess and be

secured thereto, so as to be maintained in | the rear wall of the casing and have their

designed

| substantially the same position as if it were
suspended from a cross-bar and held in en-
‘gagement with the bar below, as itis whena =~ =
55
B refers to the rear wall of a ¢asing, which.
is bent at an obtuse angle nearits npperend
‘toprovide an inclined portion B’, the upper
edge of which is bent about, so as'to bé per-
manently attached to a cross-bar b. This
;eross-bar is of sufficient length to extend be-
yond the casing and engages with the side
bars of the supporting-bar A when such a bar -
is used; but in case the inclosing frame is
otherwise secured in place this bar b is at-
tached tothe support.in any suitable manner.
or may be dispensed with, especially when the -
rear wall B is fastened by pins or bolts to a
stone tablet orothersupport. Inconjunction

bent bar as a supporting-frame is used.

with the supporting-frame A, cross-bar b, and

the rear portion of the casing I use sleeves b,

which are positioned upon the cross-bar b, so

the casing. The upper portion of the plate B
carries hooks B? upon which tablets or-leaves

are suspended, said tablets or leaves being

made up of sheet metal, and to the longitudi-
nal edges are secured strips ¢ ¢, which serve

to retain in place cards, pictures, mementos,
| printed directions, or other matter which may

be placed under a transparent plate also held

- daid sleeves

6o

as to abut against the side bars of the frame
A and the edges of the casing.
may have set-screws for holding them in rigid
engagement with the bar upon which theyare
mounted. - The lower edge of the rear wall of
thecasing B is provided with a projecting por-
tion b% which is centrally positioned and has
an aperture therethrough, and adjacent tothe
lower edge are keepers or bent plates 0® for
holding the rear wall of the casing in engage-
ment with the lower cross-bar A’. - Theupper
portion of the rear plate has rigidly attached
a keeper of covering-piece for the purpose of
retaining positively in place the outer plate
of the casing and at the same time permits
sald. outer plate being:swung upwardly when
16 13 desired to have access to the interior of
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in place by the strips. The upper ends of the

which engage with the hook B~

plates C are provided with loops or eyes ¢,

- d refersto cross-bars which are attached to
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ends bent '1,13 un*ht angles, so as to engage with. |
the side plates D of the casing, said plates |

‘being in the form of a parallelogram.

The outer plate E of the casing is bent at

its upper portion, so as to emblaee the por-.

tion of the rear wall which is bent about the
rod 0, and upon this outer plate is engraved
or marked any suitable inscription, and the
sameissuitably ornamented. The lower por-
tion of this plate is bent so as to lie over the
lower edges of the side walls D, and 1t has a

erture to register with the aperture in the pro-
jecting or depending portion of the rear wall,

and through said apertures may pass a hasp

of a lock or any suitable fastening device.

The outer plate is designed to be 1em0vab1y.

attached toits upper support when the keeper

~ whichengages with the outer plateisremoved,

20

one of the ObJ ects of such construction bemn'

to provide means whereby the inseribed outel |

plate when designed as a grave-marker may

- be utilized as a cofﬁu-plate and when used

- used as a land-marker, and the tablets or
leaves will then hold the inscriptions giving -
~metes and bounds, ownership, dc.
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for such purpose the bent portion may rest
upon the molding of the coffin, the other end
maintaining the inscr 1bed plme In a ]10117011-—
tal pomtmn
The device hereinbefore deseribed may be

It may
also be used in connection with guide-posts
for roads, and 1n such an mstance the plates
will contain directions.

In a device of the character described it
will be noted that the upper portion of the

casing inclines, so as to shed water or snow

A0

when the same is exposed tothe elements, and

that the bend which incloses the cross-bar is
covered by the upper portion of the face-plate,

which is bent to lie over the same, the con-
struetion providing a water-tight joint. I
will also -be noted that the rear wall of the
casing inclines and that the tablets which are
su%pended from the hooks are maintained in
an inclined position, so as to be readily visible
when the covering-plate is raised. -
The device herein described is cheap and
durable, and the casing thoroughly protects
the contents from the weather and the light,
and it is designed generally as an improve-
ment upon my plior patent, dated April 19,

' 1892 No. 473,269,

II:zwmn' 11111s described my invention, what

9 - 605,395

I claim as new, and desire to secure by Tetters
Patent, 18—

1. Inamarker for the purpose set forth, the
combination with a supporting-frame havuw
a cross-bar b attached thereto, a casing 1i0'-
idly attached to the bar and fr ame, the Cas-
ing consisting of rear, front and s1de pleces,
the rear plate B being bent to present a down-

- ward and rearward mchned top and a.down-

ward and forward inclined portion below, the

- side pieces D being attached to the rear plate
~depending portion ¢, the same having an ap- |

and a covering plate E held in swinging en-
gagement mth the cross-bar and adapted to
he over the side pieces D carried by the rear
plate, hooks B? attached to the under side of
the upper portion of the rear plate and tab-
lets suspended from the hook said tablets be-
ing maintained in an inclined p051t10n sub-
Stfmtml}y as shown.

2. In combination with a casing and sus-
pended covering - plate therefor, hooks at-
tached to the inner upper wall of ‘the casing
cross-bars d d attached to the side wall of Lhe
casing, said cross-bars extending over the in-
ner Wall thereof and out of eontact therewith,

‘of tablets having eyes for engagement with

the hooks saic tablets resting upon the cross-
bars o as to be maintained in an inclined po-

sition out of contact with the wall of the cas-

ing, substantially as shown.
3. In a markerfor the purpose set forth, the
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combination with a casing and its suppor t the

casing comprising a rear plate bent so that its
upper portion w11] incline rearward and down-

ward the continuation of the plate extending

from the bend downward and toward the fr ont
means as shown for rigidly attaching the rear

e

plate to the support, lozenge - shaped side

piecesrigidly attached to the edﬂ'es of the back
plate, a covering-plate im swinging engage-

ment with the rear plate, the same ada,pted
to swing by gravity downward so as to lie over
the front edges of the side pieces, hooks at-
tached to the upper portion of the rear plate
within the casing and tablets which engage
with the hooks and depend therefrom in an
inclined. position, substantially as shown.

In testimony whereof I aifix my signature
in presence of two Wltnesses

JOIN A. COI‘]H LY

WitllesseS:
A. E. ROWE,
WM. K. THOMAS.
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