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o Wthh is indicated in section.
- elevation of the post and a vertical section of
~ the base, viewed at right angles to the line of
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(No mudel )

-To all whom it may concerm: .
Beitknown thatl, JAMEs H. SPARKS acltl—-

- zen of the United Sta,tes and a resment of

10

larly specifying the novelty

Hobbieville, Greene oountv, State of Indiana,

have invented certain new and useful Im-.-

~ provementsin Fence-Posts; and my preferr ed_]i

manner of carrying out the invention is set
forth in the followmw full, clear, and exact de-
scription, telmmatmw Wlth clalm‘s par tleu—

This invention relates to’ fenees and more

. especially to the posts thereof; and the object
~of the same is to produce an 1mproved post'-_

and base therefor.
f]:"l

- and as illustrated in the drawin oS, wher ein—
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the base.
- base.

Figure 11is a side elevation of thls post and

base with the latter burled in the ground,

Ifig. 1 and all wires bemf‘r omltted Flig. 318

& plan view of the base a,nd a section of the

Fig. 4 is a section across the center of
Fig. 51s & bottom plan view of the

post.

1'he base. --The post P descmbed below is

intended for use in eonneetlon with a bdse B
of peculiar construction, and which base is-
- preferably formed of clay or the like suitably
~ pressed and burned into the desired shape.

" The body portion of this base is approxi-

mately round at its upper end, as seen in Fig.

-3 at 1, from which it grows n'ra,dua,lly wider
| towald its lower end lonﬂ*wudmal of the fence |
~ to the point 2, as seen in Fig. 1, though its

thickness, as seen in Fig. 2, p1eferab1y does
not increase.
decided fl

the body. E*{temorly of and integral with

- this body and at the sides ther eof whleh stand

45

Dalallel with the fence are two ﬂanwes 4.

Each flange is pr eferably beveled off, as at 5,

at its upper end- and-is rather narrow at tlns,
point, as seen in Fig. 3, from which it grows

. thicker toward the 1owel end of the ba,se as
- seen in Figs. 4 and 5, and finally merges :mto_
| -50 the bottom ﬂann*e J; as will be clem

this end the 111Vént10n cons:tsts in the,
metallic post and the clay base, each con-
‘structed as hereinafter more fully set forth

Fw 2 18 a,n'

Below the line 2 is formed a.
ange 3 at the extreme lower end of

- The

| hole thlouﬂh the past

11,

o TAMES Il. SPARKS, OF HOBBIEVILLE, INDIANA, ASSIGNOR OF ONE IIALI‘ To_j- .

Wldth of these ﬂa,nﬂes at 11ﬂ*ht angles to thelf T

thickness preferably arows less fmm their

upper to their lower ends as seen in Fig. 1,

SO that the distance between their outer ed ﬂ'es-

at the top of the postis about the same as be-—

post, as seen in Fig. 1

upper end of the body.
tapered flom one end to the othel as seen in

I‘lﬂ‘ 3.

e post. -—-—The post ploper is prefelably

'.;of ﬁalvamzed iron and of any desired length
In cross-section it is shaped
“to conform with the slot 8 i in the base, being
‘thicker at one edge and thinner at the othel

| and from the thmner edge fine slots 10 are

above the base.

cut obliquely inward and downward to holes

hammer or suitable tool on the tongue 12 at

Through the latter are intended to he
passed the fenee -wires in the act of building
‘the fence, after which a slight tap with a +
175
thelowerside of each slot will close tlus tongue

‘tween their outer edges at the bottom of the
‘The interior of the =

| body is provided with a circular cavity 6, ex-"
tending from its lower end upward to a pomt e
17, constltutlnﬂ' a shoulder, and above the lat- 60

| tel a Narrow Slot 3 extends to and through the .
T'his slot is slw‘htly |

tightly against the wire and hold it in the.

the slot to open it again, after which the wire
may be drawn out.:

To remove it there-l

from, a fine chisel is inserted and driven into o
s6

It will be clear that the

wires can be plain or- barbed or that a picket -

fence can be supported by these posts if the
pickets are sustained by horizontal wires.
Obviously the endmost or corner posts should

have fence-wire tighteners of some character,

or 1f the stretch of straight fence is. verv_ o
long these tighteners will Do inserted atsuit-

“base.

a,ble points.
ring 20 (it could be a spht pin or other de-
vice) is inserted in an eye

passed into the aperture 6 and up

packed tmhtly mound 1ts body and flanges.

e 21 at the extreme
lower end of the post P, and the latter is
throngh
| the slot 8 in the base until the ring (or what- -
ever kind of StOp is used) strikes a,ﬂ*amst the
shoulder 7. "It will be clear that the post
‘cannot thereafter be drawn upward outof the
- The latter is then seated in a suitable:
hols in the ground and the earth tamped or

“In building this fence a suitable .~

90 o
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The wires are then strung in the usual man- | per end leading downward through the shoul-

- ner, the lowermost one occupying a hole just

10

- tion of base are many.
ing form of its body and the presence of the |

20

from pushing downward into the base.

above the upper end of the base, or, if pre-

ferred, a spike, pin, or other form of key 30
could occupy this hole to prevent the post

two parts of the fence-post are thus locked
together firmly and strongly though remov-
ably, and the fence-wires are held 1 in the post
proper, as above described.

The especml advantages'of this construe-
The upwardly-taper-

10W61 flange 3 prevent the pulling of the base
upward out of the ground. The lateral flat-
ness or oval eonﬁo*umtlon of the body, to-

gether with the presence of the side flanges

or wings 4,prevents the post from t1pp1nwove1
sidewise-,, as when the fence is forcibly pushed

laterally, and especially is this true because
the wings 4 are wider at their upper ends,

while the longitudinal strain on the fence-

- wires (never so great as lateral strains that

are liable to 000111) is resisted by the size of
the body of the base, its deep seating in the
ground, and its bottom flange 3, which, in fact,

thoroughly resists any u ndesn able movement

of the base. Theaperture6may befilled with

cement,if desired; butatanyratetheactionof

go the elements will hzwe no effect on either the |

galvanized post or the clay base, and the ex-

- pansion and contraction of parts under vary-

ing degrees of temperature will also have no

~injuriousresults. The beveled uppercorners5

35

of the wings prevent them from being chipped

- off by accidental blows from stones or the

40

hoofs of stock. The tapered shape of the slot

wire-openings at the wrong side. The remov-
ability of the ring or stop 20 allows even the

- withdrawal of a post upward from the base

45
fo
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when for any reason it cannot be pushed

downward therethrough, and the advantages
of the openingsforthe fence—wu e will be clem
Considerable change in the specific details

- of construction may be made without depart-

ing from the principle of my invention. I

plate 40 should be passed over the upper end
of the base and carried down on and clamped
to opposite sides thereof. This plate would
serve in the nature of a washer between the
metal key 30 and the upper end of the clay
base and -might often prevent chipping of the
latter by the former.

What is claimed as new is-—

1. In a fence-post, the combination with a
base; of a post supported thereby and flat
and tapering in cross-section, holes through
the post, oblique slots cut from the thmnei

- edge of the post into the holes, and fence-

wires removably passing throu 0‘h the latter,
sttbstantially as deseribed.

2. In a fence-post, the combination with a
base having an aperture in its lower end lead-
ing upward to a shouldel and a slot in its up-

The |

der; of a post proper of a shape to fit said
slot and having an eye at its lower extremity,
a removable stop in said eye and of a size to
pass into the aperture and strike the shoulder,
and a fence supported by the post, as and for
the purpose set forth.

3. In a fence-post, the combmatlon with a
base having an aperture in its lower end lead-
ing upward to a shoulder and a slot in its up-
per end leading downward through the shoul-
der, said slot tapering in width from one edge
to the other; of a post proper of a shape to
fit said slot and having an eye at itg lower
extremity, a removable stop in said eye and
of a size to pass into the aperture and strike

| the shoulder, holes through the post where it

ot said body, said wings being beveled off

projects above the base, fence-wires support-
ed in said holes, and a key removably in-
serted in the lowermost hole at a point just
above the upper end of the base, ag and fm
the purpose set forth.

4. The herein-described fence-post base of
clay or the like, the same consisting of a body
substantially round in cross-section at its up-
per end and oval in cross-section near 1ts
lower end, a bottom horizontal flange on said
body, :-,-‘md upright side wings theleﬂn sub-
stantially as described. |

5. The herein-described fence- post base of
clay or the like, the same consisting of a

body substantiall yroundin eross-section, and

70
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upright wings on diametrically opposite sides

at

100

their upper ends and thinner at that point .

and growing thicker to theirlower ends sub«--,~

| stantla,lly as described.
8 prevents the reinsertion of a post with its |

6. The herein-described fence- post base of

“clay or the like, the same consisting of a body
‘substantially round in cross-—section at 1ts up-

per end and oval in cross-section near its

| lower end, and upright wings on ‘diametric-

ally oppos:tte sides of said body and corre-
‘sponding with the longest diameter at its
lower end,
‘standing on substantially parallel lines, sub-

1 stantml]y as described.
| have shown in: dotted lines in Fig. 2 how a |

the outer edﬂ'es of said wings

105
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7. The herein-described .fenee -post base of

clay or the like, the same consisting of a body
substantially round in cross-section atb its up-
perend and ovalin cross-section nearitslower

end, and upright wings on diametrically op-

postte sides of said body and corresponding
with the longest diameter at its lower end,

ing thinner at their upper ends and thicker
fat their lower ends, substantmlly as de-
scribed.

8. The herein- descubed fenceﬂpost base,the

tially round at its upper end and oval near
its lower end, a horizontal bottom flange aft
1ts lower end, and upright side wings corre-

sponding with the longest diameter of the

115
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1 theouter edges of said wings standing on sub-
| stantially parallel lines and their bodies be-

125

‘same comprising an upright body substan-

130

body and extending from its upper end where
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- the Wl]fl“‘S are thmner down to and merging ] senbed my swnature on thls the 7t11 da,y of
into the flange at its lower end Whew the Malch A D 1898
wings are thlckel the outer edges of said |

| ‘wings smndmﬂ'm pma,llellmes&ndthe whole| . JAMES II SPARKS
5 bemﬂ' of clay or the like, substantm,lly as de- Wltnesses S SRR |
| scubed | JamEes COX,

In testlmony whel eof I have heleunto sub-"l_ - JAMES BYERS N
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