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1o all whom it may concern.:

Be it known that I, THOMAS TI. DECKERT,
a citizen of the United States, residing at For-
syth, in the county of Custer and State of
Montana, have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in Musical Instruments:;
and 1 do hereby declare the following to be a
tull, clear, and exact deseription of theinven-

‘tlon, such as will enable others skilled in the

art towhich it appertains to make and use the
same. | |

1'his invention relates to improvements in
stringed musical instruments; and it consists
of certain novel constructions, combinations,
and arrangements of parts, all of which will
be hereinafter more particularly set forth and
claimed.

In the accompanying drawings, forming a
part of this specification, Ifigure 1 is a pexr-
spective view of this instrument complete.
Fig. 2 is a rear elevation of the same. Fig.
518 a central longitudinal section. Tig. 4
1s a perspective detail view of the tailpiece.
Fig. 51s a perspective detail view of the mute,
and Ifig. 6 represents a perspective view of
the cap. |

Referring now to said drawings, 1 indicates
the shell of the instrument, which in contour
1s similar to that of an ordinary banjorine,
but which, like a banjo, is provided with a
skin head and a tightening-ring having tight-
ening-clamps. The said shell is provided
with an opening 2 large enough to permit the
hand to be inserted therein for the purpose
hereinafter to be described. The said body
1 1s provided with the neck 3, the same be-

ing formed with a shoulder, from which ex-

tends a bar 5, passing through the rear end
ot the shell, through the shell longitudinally,
and through the front end of the shell. The
said shell is provided with the ealfskin head
6 and strings 7 and a bridge 8.
able mute is fastened to the bar 5 within the
shell and isarranged to engage the inner face
of the head 6 for the purpose of reducing the
volume of sound given out by the instrument.
The said mute 1s preferably made of a single
plece of metal bent at two points, as shown
at 10, to provide a central connecting portion
and two arms. These arms turn inwardly

from the central connecting portion and then
extend practically parallel, whereby they can

- be placed on opposite sides of the bar5.

.18 secured thereto in the manner shown.

An adjust-

The
said arms 11 are flexible and are connected
by meansof a spring 12, fastened at its ends
to two loops and secured to said arms. The
sald spring 12 serves to draw the arms to-
gether, so that when these arms are placed
on oppositesidesof the bar 5 the spring serves
to clamp the mute upon this bar, but in an
adjustable manner, so that it can be moved
into or out of contact with the head 6 or lon-
gitudinally with relation to the instrument,
it being noted that the hand can be inserted
through the opening 2 to manipulate this
mute. "T'he tailpiece 13 (shown in detail in
I'ig. 4) is fastened to the end of the shell and
18 provided at its upper end with hooks 15 to
engage the stretching-ring of the instrument.
T'his tailpiece is also provided at its upper
edge with the inwardly - projecting curved
flange having marginal notches and the slots
14, by means of which the strings are secured
thereto. The lower end portion of the said
tailpiece fits against the end of the shell and
A
pivoted cap 181is secured to said tailpiece con-
veniently by a pivot passing through eye-
loops upon said cap and upon said tailpiece,
sald eye-loops being preferably formed inte-
gral with these parts. The said tailpiece 13
is secured in any adjustable manner to the
shell of the instrument by means of an eye-
bolt connected with the opening in the lower
end thereof and passing through an eye se-
cured to the end of the bar 5. Below this
eye 1n the bar 5 is a tightening-nut. . In this
way 1t 18 seen that the fightening-ring and
skin head can be tightened at this point when
the tailpiece and the eyebolt and nut act as
a tightening-clamp.

It will be seen fromn this construction that
the cap may be thrown outwardly to allow
the strings to be arranged or inserted, while
when 1t 1s closed it covers the end of the tail-
plate and forms an extended face over the
head of the instrument to allow full wrist
motion and upon which the hand or wrist may
rest.

Having thus desceribed my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is— | --

1. In amusical instrument of the character
described, the combination with the instru-

55

60

75

350

sle

95

100



IO

15

20

30

2 505,041

ment proper, of arod or barextending longi-
tudmally of the body part en the utnder side
of the head, amute having a pair of armssur-
rounding said bar and a spring for holding
sald arms in frictional contact with said bar,
whereby said mute may be adjusted baclk and
forth or up and down, substantially as de-
seribedl.

2. In a musicalinstrument of the character
described, the combination with a body part
having the usual head and an opening in its
under side, a neek secured to sald body part,
a rod or bar extending longitudinally of the
body part on the under side of the head, of a
mute having a pairof arms surrounding said
bar and a spring for holding the said armsin
[rictional contact therewith.

3. In a musical instrument of the character
described, the combination with a body part
having the usual head and an opening in its
under side, a neck secured tosaid body part,
a rod or bar extending longitudinally of the
body part on the underside of the head, ol &

mute made up of a single strip of metal hav- |

g a flat upper surface and two arms pro-
jecting rearwardly therefrom and a spring
for holding said arms in {rictional contact
with said bar.

4. In.a musical instrumendt of the character
deseribed,the combination with the body part

thereof, a head secured in gaid body partand
a neck attached to said body, of a tallplece
made up ot a single sheet of metal, bent at
one point, one part thereof fitting against
the rear end of said body part and formed
with slots for the purpose deseribed, and thao
other part bent forwardly and provided with
end pieces having hooks substantially as de-
sceribed.

5. Inamusical instrument of the character
described,the combination with the body part
thereof, a head secured in said body part and
a neck attached to said body, of a tailpiece
made up of a single sheet of metal, bent ab
one point, one part thereof fitting against the
rear end of said body part and formed with
loops for the purpose deseribed, and the othor
partbent forwardly and providedwithnotches
therein through which the strings of the in-
strument pass and a pivoted cap connected

to said loops, substantially as and forthe pur-

pose set forth,

In testimony whereof I have signed this
specification in the presence of two subscrib-
Ing witnesses.
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