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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

" CHARLES J,

STILLWELL, OF WINFIELD, KANSAS.

SOX-FASTENER.

| S?EGIFICATION formmg part of Letters Patent No, 604,922, dated May 31 1898

Appheatian ﬁlﬁd Nwember 10, 1897. Semal No. 658,103

To all whom it MYy COnCerw: |
Beit known that I, CHARLES J. STILLWELL

- a citizen of the Umted States, residing at Wm-
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field,in the county of Cowley and State of Kan-
a8, have invented a new and useful Cover-

Fastener for Hgg Crates, Boxes, &c., of which

the following is a Speclﬁcatlon
The mventlon relates to improvements in
cover-fasteners for egg crates, boxes, &c.
The object of the present invention is to im-
prove the construction of cover-fasteners for
egg crates, boxes, and analogous receptacles,

| and to provide a simple and comparatively

inexpensive device which will be strong and
durable, adapted to enable a cover to be read-
ily removed and quickly replaced, and capa-
ble of securely lockmn' a cover on a box or
crate.

- The Invention consists in the construction
and novel combination and arrangement of
parts, as hereinafter fully described, illus-
trated in the accompanying drawings, and

- pointed out in the claims hereto appended.
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In the drawings, Figtire 1 is a perspective
view of a crate provided with a cover -fas-
tener constructed in accordance with this in-
vention, the cover being in place. Fig. 2 1s

“a similar view of the body of the crate, the

cover being removed. Fig. 3 is a perspective
view of one end of the cover. Flb 4 i8 a de-
tail view of the catch. TFigs. 5 and 6 are de-
tail views of the cleats of the cover and the

body. Fig. 7 is a detail view of the keeper-

plate. Fig.8isadetailvertical sectmnal view
of the 100]{11:10' device.

Like numera,ls of reference deswnate corre- |

- sponding pa,rts in all the ﬁn‘ures of the draw-
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“into the front wall of the recess.
end of the plate projects into the recess, form- |

- 1]1”'8

1 desgignates a box or ura,te prowded at eaeh

end W1th a horizontal cleat 2, arranged a short
~distance from the upper edo'es of the crate or
box and provided at its inner face with a cen-

tral vertical recess 3, in which 18 arranged a
keeper-plate 4, adapted to be enﬂ'aﬂ'ed by a
catch 5 of a cover6. The recess 3 is rectan-
oular, and the plate 4, which is horizontal, is
tapermﬂ' and adapted to be readily driven
The larger

ing a stop to be engaged by the catch 5, and

(No mudel )

ing forced entirely through the cleat during
the use of the crate.

The cover is provided at each end with a
transverse cleat 7, secured to its lower face
and provided at the inner face with a recess
3, in which the shank of the catch 5 is se-
cmed The cateh, which is constructed of
spring metal, 1s bent to form a shoulder, and

| its lower end is d1sposed atb a slight inclina-

tion, whereby it is adapted to engage the

| keeper plate automatically when the-cover is
placed on the crate.
‘sents a beveled face to the keeper, and the

The inclined end pre-

shoulder is adapted to spring under the same
to lock the cover on the crate.

The end of the erate is provided oppos1te
the recess 3 with a vertical recess 9, tapering

| in depth and adapted to afford space for the

operation of the catch, so that the same may

be readily depressed to release the cover.

The invention has the following advantages:

The locking device is simple and compara-
tively inexpensive in construction. It 18
strong and durable and adapted to be readily
applled to various shipping crates and boxes,
and it is capable of permitting a cover to be

55

60

70

75

quickly placed on and readily removed from

a crate and of securely fastening it thereon.

The tapering keeper-plate is readﬂy mounted
on the cleat of the body of the crate, and its
shape prevents it from being forced entlrely
through the same in the use of the crate. DBy
arranging the recess at the inner face of the

| cleat the latter receives and conceals the

greater portion of the catch and protects the
same from the weather, thereby increasing
118 durablhty |

Changes in the form, propor tlon, and minor

-idetaﬂs of construetmn may be resorted to

without departing from the spirit or sacrifie-

What I claim is—

1. In a device of the class descubed the
combination of a crate provided with a taper-
ing recess 9 extending downward from the
upper edge of the crate at one end thereof,

| the cleat 2 extending across the end of the

crate and provided a,t its inner face with a
vertical recess disposed opposite the tapering
recess of the crate, the cover, the resilient

the shape of the plate 4 enables it to be read- | catceh secured thereto and ha,vmn' a lower en-
‘ily driven in pla,ce and prevents it from be- | gaging portion adapted to be depl essed into

30

ing any of the advantages of this invention.
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the recess 9, and the horizontal tapering plate
4 embedded in the front wall of the recess of
the cleat from the inner side thereof, and
having its rear edge terminating short of the
rear face of the cleat, said plate being lo-
cated at a point between the upper and lower
faces of the cleat and havingits inner or rear
portion projecting from the front wall of the
recess of the cleat and engaged by the catel,
substantially as described.

2. In a device of the class deseribed, the
combination of a crate, a horizontal cleat se-
cured to the crate and provided at its inner

face with a recess, the outwardly-tapering |

604,922

plate 4, located at a point between the up-
perand lower faces of thecleat and embedded
in the tront wall of the recess and having its
mner or rear portion projecting from such
front wall, and a catch mounted on the cover
of the crate and having a lower portion en-
caging the plate, substantially as described.
In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I have hereto affixed my signature in
the presence of two witnesses.
OIIARIJES J ] SF,FIIJTJ‘VEIJIJ-
Witnesses:
J. M. SPOON,
J. Ii. CONKLIN.
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