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| bent 80 as to hold it in place.

1. are buttons

Be it known that I, WILLTAM M. SEEGER, a | formed upon the upper and rear edges of the

citizen of the United. States,residing at Touis-
ville, in the county of J efferson and State of
Kentucky, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Rubber-Dam Hold-
ers; and I do hereby declare the following to
be a full, clear, and exact description of the
mventwn such as will enable others skilled
in the art to which it a,pperta,lns to make and
use the same.

My invention relates to dentistry, and isa

- holder wherewith a rubber dam can be ad-

- my holder.

20

justed to a tooth or teeth without the need of
a head-strap to hold it in position.

In the drawings which form a part of thls
specification, F1gure lis aper spective view of
Fig. 2 1s a like view, somewhat
reduced, showmﬂ* the rubber dam in position
in the mouth of patient. Fig. 3 is a per-

- spective view showing my holder hinged with

a central pivot mstea,d of two 31de pwots, as

- in Fig. 1.
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- A is an arch; at ends of whlch are jointed
the sides B by the pivots C, so as to allow a
lateral movement of the free or lower ends of
the sides. The sides are preferably curved
outwardly at the middle, as shown in the
drawings,so as tostand freefrom the patient’s

face. D are springs, the ends of which pass

through the holes E in the arch A and the

sides B and are bent so as to hold the S]_ormn's
securely in place. |
T are buttons formed upon the upper edge
of the arch A and the rear edges of the 51des
B, as shown in the drawings.

- The rubber dam is secured to the arch and
sides of my holder by slipping the buttons F

through holes punched near the edge of the

rabber to correspond with the position of the

- buttons. Theedge Goftherubberdam covers
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~ the spring J pass through the holes K and are

the tip of the patient’snose, Fig. 2, and dwerts
his breath from the operator
The arch A and the sides B are shaped as

in the dra,wmﬂ's S0 as 130 be somewhat orna-

mental.

- In Fig. 8 H 18 one-half of the arch, and the
side formed in one piece and pwoted to the

corresponding part at I. J isa spring which

holds the parts H in position. The ends of

parts H, by which the rubber dam is secured
to the fra,me

In use after the rubber is slipped upon the
buttons the holder is so placed that the arch

~crosses the tip of the patient’s nose and its

| the operator.

pivoted ends are at the angles of his mouth.
The free ends of the sides B drop to the sides
of his chin. The springsD tend to throw the

| free ends of the sides B toward the rami of

his jaws, so that the sides will be out of the
way oif the operator. The rubber is now
pressed on the tooth to be operated upon,
and the moisture from it on the rubber will
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indicate -where the hole is to be punched

therein.

are securely held in pomtwn by the elasticity
of the rubber without the need of any other
attachment.

The use of the frame shown in Kig. 3 is the
same as that described above. The springs
D and J and the buttons F and L perform the
sameduties. Thearchandsides maybemade
of thin metal, vulcanized rubber, or other suit-
able ma,terla,l Thesprings D or ) may be dis-
pensed with, and the sides may be held in po-
sition by the rigidity of the pivots C or I, or,
if desired, by a strap passing around the head
of the patwnt

Among the advantages of my invention are
that patient’s breath is diverted from the op-
erator; that the holder and rubber dam do not
touch the patient except when the rubber
presses upon his lips, tooth, and tip of nose;

When the tooth is pressed through
this hole in the rubber, the holder and dam_
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that asmaller piece of rubberisrequired than |

with the head-strap; that by moving the free"

ends of the sides B forward quite a small
piece of rubber may be used, thus causing a
great saving in the rubber.

I am aware that a round or dJnﬂ'ulal frame

prowded with buttons or clamps may be used
to hold the rubber dam, but unless such

QO

95

frame is quite large it Wlll be in the way of -

If the frame is large, there will
be an unnecessary waste of rubber.
Having fully described my invention, what

| I claim asnew, and desire tosecure by Letters

. B

Patent, 15—
1. Arubber dam holder GOIIlpllSIIl“‘&ll arch
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to pass over the face and perpendicular side | and springs connecting the arch and side ex- 1o
extensions or legs with attaching-Dbuttons, | tensions.
means for allowing the side extensionsorlegs In testimony whereof I affix my signature
to beadjusted toward each other, and a spring | in presence of two witnesses.
5 to restore the parts to their normal position. _ |
2. Arubber-dam holdercomprisingan arch WILLIAM M. SEEGER.
provided with buttons as deseribed, parallel Witnesses:
side extensions pivotally connected at their ALICE M. BEATTIE,
upper end to the arch and having buttons, JAMES W. BDEATTIE.
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