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To all whom it may concern:

. CALVIN FRANCISCO, OF NEWARK, NEW JERSEY.

CAN-OPENER.

SPECJ.FICATION formmg part of Letters Patent No 604,878, da,ted May 31, 1898,

Apphca,tmn ﬁled August 3, 1897 Serla.l No. 646 862

(No model.)

Be 1t known that I, CALVIN FRANCISCO a

citizen of the United States residingat New—

ark, in the county of Essex and State of New
Jersey, have invented certain newand useful

Improvements in Can - Openers; and I do:
hereby declarethe following to beafull, clear, |
and exact description of the Inv entlon such
aswillenable others skilled in theart to whmh 1

it appertains to make and use the same, refer-
ence being had totheaccompanying drawings,
and to letters of reference marked thereon,
which form a part of this specification.

This invention has reference toanovel con-
struction of can-opening device comprising

a cover forthe opened can, combined with a

suitable cutter or kmfe-blade and handle for
turning said cover upon the closed end of the

can to brmﬂ' the cutter or-knife in operative
cutting engd@ement with -the eloaed end of.

~ the can.

‘The primar j?‘ ob,]ect of my invention is to

- provide a useful as well as ornamental and
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simple device of the character stated and also

to provide a can-opening device in which the
cutter or knife-blade is sécurely attached by |

means of the handle without any use of sol-
der, and, owing to the manner of securing the
same, all danﬂ'er of its getting loose or beeom-
ing detached when: the btra,m or great pres-

- sure 18 .bloun'ht a,ﬂ'amst its euttmn‘ edn'e 1S

thereby avmded -
The invention therefore consists generally

in a can-opening. device comprising a com-
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bined cover and a cutter or knife-bDlade se-
cured theretoand alsoin the peculiararrange-

‘ments and combinations of the parts, all of
which will be more fully described hereinaf- |

- ter and ﬁna,lly embodied in the clauses of the
claim. -

The mventlon is clearly 1llustrated in the

- aecompanylnﬂ' sheet of drawings, in which—

Figure 1 is a perspective view of my novel
form of can-opening device; and Fig. 2 is
longitudinal vertical sectlon of the devwe,
taken. centrally through its handle and the
cutter or knife-blade, 111ustra,tmw one means
of securely attachmﬂ the same by means of
the handle to the cover, said view also repre-

senting in vertical sectlon a can with the

knife or cutter inserted through the end of

_the same in the a,ct of cuttmﬂ* smd end en-

to firmly attach said handle tosaid cover, as

|

tlrely from the can. Fig. 3 is a cross-section
taken on line x in said Fw* 2, 1llustrating the
knife or cutter in end elevatwn, and 1‘1“‘ 4

1S & perspective view of the cutter or knife

before being secured in place.
Similar 1ettels of reference are employed in

all the above-described VleWS to indicate cor-
responding parts.

In said drawings, A indicates the eomplete |
can-opening device, comprising a main body-

plate @, formed wfnh a downwardly-project-
ing annular rim ¢’y which may be formed
W1th an annular bead a® for ornamentation,
the whole forming a suitable cover, as will be
clearly evident from an mSpectIon of Fig. 1.

| Secured upon the uppersurface of said body-
‘plate a by means of pins orrivets b’ and b?or
in' any other well-known manner:is a suit-
-able ha,ndle ¢, which may be provided with
the legs ¢’ and c¢®, having the perforated hold-

ing or securing portlons ¢ and ¢!, through
which said pins or rivets &' and b° are passed

will be clearly understood. It will, hOWGVGl

be evident that said handle may be secur ed
on said cover in any other well-known man-
ner. As will be seen from Figs. 2 and 3 of
the drawings, said holding or securing por-
tion ¢t is prowded in its under surface with
a groove or channel ¢, formed by the edges

c8 and ¢’, (see Fig. 3,) and arranged therein
11is a sha,nk d, having a cutter or kmfe blade

d' extending ata rlght angle therefrom. The
said shank d.is prowded with a pair of per

forations d? and d?, said perforation d? bemﬂ'
adapted to receive, ‘the pin or-rivet 0%, while
the perforation d° is adapted to receive the

| pin or rivet b’, and' whereby said shank d,

which by the way hasits cutter or knife- blade

extending down through a slot or opening ¢?

in the body—plate a, and said end c¢* of the
handle are securely attached to said plate «,
as will be clearly evident from an 1nspeet10n
of said Kigs. 1 and 2. From aninspection of

said Fig. 3 it will be seen that the said chan-
neled pmtlon of the handle ¢ will securely

hold the shank of the cutter or knife in its

| fixed position upon the uppersurfacea of the

device A, and all possibility of the rivets or
pins becoming loose with the constant use ¢f
the device 1s ther eby clearly avolded.

- To-use the cuttel in connection with the
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can, as ¢, (SOO Flg f-,,‘

to place the device upon the scaled end of the
can in the manner of a cover and by a slight
pressure drive the pointed portion d* through
the metal end ¢ of the can. Dy turning the
plate ¢ upon said end of the ean by means of
1ts handle ¢ the cutting edge ° of the knife
orcutter d will readily eut the metal, and said
end can be entirely removed from the can,
as will be elearly evident. When said end
¢’ has heen removed from the can, then said
plate ¢ and itsrim ¢ are used in the ordinary
mannerof acover on the top of the can e when
the latter 1s not in use.

By my improvement I have devised a sim-
Dle and cheaply-construeted can-opening de-

viee which can be used, first, for separating

the sealed end from the body of the can, and,
secondly, as a cover to the opened end of the
can.

I am awarce that certain changes may he
made 1n the several arrangements and com-
binations of the parts without departing from
the scope of my present invention. Ilence I
do not limit this invention to the exact ar-
rangements and combinations of the several
parts as herein shown and deseribed.

Having thus deseribed my invention, what
I elaim is— | |

L. A can-opening device, combining there-
In, a cover and a handle having legs and pro-
vided with a cutier or knife on one of the legs
thercof, extending downward and through
said cover, substantially as and for the pur-
poses set forth.

2. A can-opening device, combining there-
In, & cover, a handle, a cutter or knife, and
means connected with said handle and said

cutter or knife for sceuring said handle di-

rectly above said cutter or knife upon said
cover, substantially as and for the purposes
set forth.

5. A can-opening deviee, combining there-
n, a cover, a handle, a catter or knife, and

all that is necessary is

604,876

means connected with satd handle and said
cufter or knife for securing said handle di-
rectly above sald cutter or knife upon said
cover, and said cutter consisting, essentially,
of a shank  adapted to be secured upon the

top of said cover and having a blade ' ex-

tending downward and through said cover,
substantially asand forthe purposes set forth.

4. A can-opening device, combining there-
In, a cover, a handle ¢, having a leg provided
with a grooved or channcled end ¢t, a cutter
or knife having a shanl arranged in said
grooved or channeled end of the handle, and
means for attaching 1t to said cover, substan-
tially as and for the purposes set forth.

5. A can-opening device, combining there-
1n, a cover, and a handle ¢, having a leg pro-
vided with a grooved or channcled end ¢!, a
shank « of a cutter arranged in said grooved
or channeled end having a blade ¢’ extending
downward and through said cover,and means,
forsecuring said end ¢’ of the handle and said
shank d to said cover, substantially as and
for the purposes set forth. |

6. A can-opening device, combining there-
in, a cover, and a handle ¢, having a leg pro-
vided with a grooved or channeled end ¢!, a
shank « of a cutter arranged in said grooved
or channeled end having a blade ' extend-
e downward and through said cover, and
means, for securing said end ¢! of the handle
and said shank d to said cover, consisting, of
pins or rivets 0" and ° passed through per-
foraticns in said end ¢* and the shank  and
the body portion of said cover, substantially
as and for the purposes set forth.

In testimony that I elaim the invention sef,
forth above I have hercunto setmy hand this
o1st day of July, 1597.

CALVIN FRANCISCO,

VWitnhesses:
FREDK. C. I'RAENTZETL,
Warn 1L CAMFIELD, Jr.
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