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To all whom it ma/y.congé_rn: | _ .
Beitknown that I, CHARLES E. BALDWIN, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Brook-

- lyn, Kings county, New York, have invented

IO
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an Improved Puzzle or Game Apparatus, of

which the following is a specification.

This invention relates to the class of puz-

zles and games wherein a free ball rolling

‘over a board actuates a movable indicator to
cause the latter to point to or indicate a cer-

tain character, as a letter or numeral; and

“the principal features of the invention are a
board, a ball or balls to roll over the same,.|
- oneormoreindicating-starsrotatively mount-{

ed.on the board and surrounded each by a

series of characters marked on the board, and |

an obstacle-star mounted rotatively on the
board to defleect the ball. . |

In the accompanying drawings, which illus-

trate an embodiment of the invention, Figure

1 is a plan of a spelling puzzle or game em-
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. from the others.
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bodying the invention, and Fig. 2 is a trans-
verse section of the same on line #?in Fig. 1.

Referring first to Figs. 1 and 2, A is a rec-
tangular tray or box forming an inclosure,
the sides a of said box projecting above the

general level of the bottom ¢’ thereof, which

latter forms the puzzle-board. On this board

‘@, which is a level plane, are rotatively

mounted four stars or star-shaped devices b,
each of which has one of its points b’ marked
In some manner to make it distinguishable
As here shown, the main

portion of the star is supposed to be colored

and the point b’ left white at its tip.
Around each star b is a cirele with the let-

ters of the alphabet marked in proper succes-

sion thereon. This circle of letters is desig-

‘nated by ¢ in Fig. 1. |

‘Within the space inclosed or bounded by
the stars & and their circles of letters ¢ is a
similar rotatively-mounted star %, which is

- .1:1013 or need not be marked.

A loose or free ball d, preferably of metal,.

forms a part of the apparatus. By a “free
ball” is meant one adapted to roll freely over
the plane surface of the board and not guided

- in a channel,/groove, or the like.
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- With this apparatus any word not exceed-
ing four letters may be spelled as follows:
Shake or move the box'in such a manner as

;

:
)

circles ¢ about the stars b in Fig. 1.
substitution is too simple to require specific

o

i ftféi“c:a,iise the ball d to roll over the board and
turn the star b at the upper left-hand corner

until its-point 0’ is at the first letter in the
circle ¢ of the word chosen. Then shift the
ball to the star at the upper right-hand cor-
ner and cause it to turn this star until its
point b'is at the second letter of the word.
Repeat the operation for the other letters at

the lower corners, taking care not to allow
the ball to shift the stars aiready set.

The
ball rotates the stars by engaging their points.

The central star 6~ forms an obstacle to the
movements of the ball and makes the puzzle
or game more difficult by catching and deflect-

‘ing the ball from the course it is desired to

travel. | |

Fig.1shows the apparatusin a simple form,
with only four letter-indicating stars b and
one obstacle-star 6<; but it will be obvious
without illustration that by enlarging the di-
mensions of the board o' a greater number of

-stars may be employed.

. T'he stars should rotate easily, but not so
freely as to shift unless touched by the ball.

- 1t will be obvious that numerals or other

characters may be substituted as equivalents
tor the letters of the alphabet arranged in

illustration. .

Having thus described my invention, I
claim—

1. A puzzle or game apparatus comprising
a board with an elevated marginal rim, an in-
dicating - star mounted rotatively on said
board, a series of characters marked on said

board around said indicating-star, an obsta-

cle-star mounted rotatively on the board, and
a ball to roll freely over the board.

2. A puzzle or game apparatus comprising
a board with an elevated marginal rim and
having the letters of the alphabet arranged
in a circle thereon, a rotatively-mounted in-
dicating-star b, on the board within said cir-
cle, said star having one of its points marked
80 as to distinguish it from the other points,
and a ball free to roll over the said board and

to rotate said star by contact with its points.

3. A puzzle or game apparatus comprising
a board with an elevated margin, a ball free

| to roll over-said board, a plurality of indicat-
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ing -stars 0, each having a marked point, In witness whercof I have hereunto signed
mounted rotatively on the board, the letters | my name in the presence of two subscribing
of the alphabet being arranged in a cirele on | witnesses.

the board about each of said stars b, and an CITARLES E. BALDWIN.
5 obstacle-star 0%, rotatively mounted on the Witnesses:
board within the space inclosed between the ALEXANDER HENKEN,

stars 0, substantially as set forth. | JOHN MCLOUGHLIN.
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