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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, CHRIS N. SMITH, resui-
ing at Elgin, in the county of Kane and State
of Illinois, have invented certain new and use-

ful Improvements in Coffin-Lid Fasteners, of

which the following is a specification.

My invention relates to an improved fas-
~ tening device more especially adapted for se-

curing coffin-lids; and it primarily has for its

object to provide devices of this character

which will automatically lock the lid to the
coffin-body and hold it thereon pmctlcally air-
tight. |

My invention also seeks to prowde a de-

vice of this kind so constructed and arranged

that the same can be manipulated to instantly
remove the lid.

Furthermore, my invention has for its ob-

~ ject to provide a fastener and lock means for

20

30
35

4.0

<a

the purposes stated of a very simple and in-

expensive construction which can be easily

applied to the ordinary coffin-bodies and lids
and which are entirely concealed from view
by the overlapping edge of the lid or cover.

"'With other objects in view, which will be
hereinafter referred to, my mventlon con-
sists in a lid-fastening means embodying the

peculiar combination and novel arrangement

of parts, as will be first described in deta,ll
and then be specifically pointed out in the ap-
pended claim, reference being had to the ac-
companying dr awings, in whlch——

Figure 1 1s a pelspectwe view of a coffin
with my improvement applied. Kig. 2 is a
top plan view of the coff n-body and the lid,

said lid being shown inverted. Fig.31sa de— |

tall 10110*1t11d1na1 section taken on the lines
30 of I‘w 2, the lid being held locked on the

body. Fln' 418 a pempectwe view of one of-

the wedge lock-plates. Fig.5isasimilar view
of one of the T-head lock- plates. Fig. 6 isa

perspective view of the combined wedn'e lock
and latch-plate. Fig. 6* is a section on the
line 6 6 of Iig. 2. ]_"10* 71s a transverse sec-
tion taken on the line 7 7of Fig. 2, the lid be-
ing locked on the body.

In practical application of my invention the

fastener members are so applied to the body
and the lid that by simply placing the lid on
the coffin-body and sliding it forward causes
thesaid fastener members foen gage with each

| other, and ther eby secure the lid in place, the
construction of the fasteners being such that

the forward sliding motion of the lid will serve

todraw it tightly down on the coffin, and there-

by make practically an air-tight fit,
Referring now to the accompanying draw-

1ings,in Whlch like numerals indicatelike parts
inall of the figures, 1indicates the coffin-body,

which may be of any approved form, and 2
the lid, the edges of whmh lap the co: fin sides
in the usual manner. The upper edges o1 the

sides of the coffin hcwe a series of soekets 3 3,
the upper edges of which terminate at tmns— |

verse seats 3’—L 32, which may extend entirely
across the said edges, as Shown but need not
necessarily do so.

5 indicates a series of wedge lock plates
each of which consists of a smooth top plate
6 of a width and length to fit flush in the seats

32 3* and which have keyhole-slots 7, the head |

portion 7* of which is made,preferably,square,
and at the point where it merges with the
shank portion 7°it has beveled edn‘es 7¢ for a
purpose presently described.

The plate 5 at the sides of the head por-
tions 7 of the slot has pendent lugs 8, which
snugly fit against the sides of the sockets 3,
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and at the 31des of the shank portion 7° of

such slot 1t has pendent wedge members Y,

the heel of which is adjacent the rear end of
the slot 7°, while the point terminates at the
lags 3, Whlch have their ends adjacent the
Wedwes 9 beveled, as at 8*. The outer edges
of the wedges 9 also form lateral beaunws to

30

engage the sides of the Dockets, as cleally o

shown 1n Kig. 7.

The several plates 5 are seeured t0 the cof-

in-body by screws 5° 5°.

The lid 2 has a series of seats 10, which co-
incide with the pockets in the cofﬁn—body, in
which the plates 11 are held flush with the
lower face by the serews 11*11*. The plates
11 have centrally-disposed pendent T-headed
lock-lugs 12. One of the plates 11 has an ex-
tension 11¢, provided with an opening 11°,

go
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through thh passes a lock-stud 14, secur ed '

to a spring-plate 14*, in turn secured to the.

extension 11°, whmh movesfreelyin a socket

15 in the lid under such extension 11°, which
socket is also extended at right angles toward

| the edge of the lid, as at 15%, to permit a free
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moveme_ﬁt of the ecatch member 16, secured |

to the lock-stud and having a finger portion
16%, projected below the edge of the lid, as
clearly shown in Fig. 1.

To close a coffin having my improved fas-
teners, the lid is placed on the body with the

T-lugs passed down into the head portions of
the keyhole-slots in the plates 5, the operator

at this time holding the lock-catch pulled up
into the sockets 15 152,
ward the shank of the lugs 12 will pass into
the shank portions 7° of the slots, such move-

ment being facilitated by the beveled edges

7°, while the heads will pass under and en-
gage the wedges 9, and thereby, as the 1lid is

slid forward, gradually draw the said lid
It will be noticed

tightly down on the body.
by reference to the drawings that the rela-
tion of the lock-lugs, the wedges, the key-

slots, and the lock-opening in the end and

the lock-plate is such that after the 1id has
been slid forward until it has been .drawn

-down tight the spring-lock stud will be in po-

sition to pass down into the head end.of the
slot in the said end lock-plate, and thereby

hold the lid locked to the coffin-body.

To remove the lid, the operator by finger
manipulation raises the lock-stud out of en-

gagement with the end lock-plate and pulls

the lid back, which causes the lock-lugs to

enter the head portion of the slot, the heads

being guided into a proper position into such
slots by the beveled edges of the lugs 8.

While I have described in detail but one
lock device, it is obvious that in practice the |
1id will have a pair of such locks, one at each .

side, as shown in the.drawings.

Asthe lid is slid for-

Instead of making the lock-lugs and the
wedges .integral with their securing - plates

they may be detachably connected with such 40

plates, if desired.

From the foregoing description, taken in
connection with the accompanying drawings,
it is thought the advantages and complete
operation of my invention will be readily un-

45
derstood. The same is of an exceedingly

simple nature and capable of such manipula-

tion that the lid can be quickly attached to

or removed from the coffin-body without the

use of . a.screw-driver or other implement.
‘While I have shown my improvement as
applied to a coffin, it is manifest its useis ap-

50

plied to any box having a removable lid.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat- 55

|.ent, 18—

Fis

n-body, hav-

_’I‘he_-gomb_iﬁa_tion;wij;h the co

ing a series of pockets in the upper edge of
its sides, each hay _
keyhole-slot having beveled portions 7¢ pend- 6o
ent wedges 9 having the beginning-point of
incline at the said beveled portions, and hav-

having a lock-plate having a

Ing pendent lugs 8 at such point of begin-
ning, said lugs having beveled edges 82, of a

lid having a series of lock-plates having T- 65

heads, all being arranged substantially as
shown and described, whereby the shank of

the lock-plate will be guided by the edges 7¢,
and the head by the beveled edges 8*, when
| the partsare joined as hereinbefore described. 4o

CHRIS N. SMITH.
Witnesses:
A. G. WAITE,
MAY E. HOoUSTON.
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