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SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 604,555, dated May 24, 1898.
_ Application filed February 14,1898, Serial No. 670,182, (No model.)

To all whom it may concern:
Be 1t known that I, CARL K. BAUER, a cifi-
zen of the United States residing in Chlcano

county of Cook, and State of Ilhnms, have in-

vented certain new and useful Improvements
in Car-Bolsters, of which the followmn* is a
specification.

My presentinvention relates to a construc-
tion which may be used either as a cear or

truck bolster, and has reference particularly
to the formation of the connection between

the ends of the compression and tension mem-

bers, and any form of middle support may be

used that may be preferred.

The object of this'invention is to secure a

stable and easily-constructed joint or connec-
tion between the ends of the tension and com-
pression members and one which the hard
usage to which it is subgjected will not tend to
sepmate

More specifically the object Of 1:1118 Inven-
tion is to form such a connection in a bolster
having a compression member composed of a
web and flanges by providing in combination
thel ewith a tenswn member havu:m web and
lange portions, either or both of which are
1100]16(1 upon the e:ﬂds and by such hooked

compression 11ilembel

In the accompanying dr awings I have illus-
trated my invention in prefer red form.

Figure 1 shows a partial plan view of a bol-
ster embodying my invention. Kig.21sa par-
tial elevation of the same with the joint at
the end shown in seetion. IFig. 3 1s a section
on the line 8 3 of I'ig. 2. - If'ig. 4showsa method
of treating the ends of the tension member in
the formation of my improved joint. Fig. 5
illustrates a modification of my invention in
which the tension member is constructed of
a pairof L’s. X¥ig. 6 shows a construction in
which both the tension and compression mem-
bers are inverted, so that the flanges point in
opposite dir ectmnb, and Ifig. 7 is a section on
the line 7 7 of Fig. C.

In the practice “of my invention I employ a
middle support 8, of any preferred construc-
tion, together with a compression member 9,

composed of a web 10 and two or more flanges
ro 11, while for a tension member 12 I employ a

which is also cheap and easy to make.

metal piece or pieces having a web portion 13
and flanges 14.

In the preferred construction I employ a
channel for a tension member, splitting the
ends of the same in the manner shown in
Fig. 4, forming thereon three tongues or pro-
jecting parts, two of which I have marked 15
and 16. ThesetonguesIformintosomething
of a hook shape,placing the compression mem-

ber in engagement therewith in the manner

shown in Fig. 2, the tongue 16 upon the web
of the tension member engaging the web 10
of the compression member, and the two
tongues 15, formed of the flanges of the ten-
sion member, engaging, respectively, the two
flanges of the compression member. This
makes a verysecure and strong construction,
To
secure the whole more firmly together, I em-
ploy a number of rivets 17, which may be ar-
ranged in any preferred manner.

In Fig. 5 I have illustrated a pair of angle-
irons 18, substituted for the channel-iron 12,
to form the tension member of the bolster, 1t
being obvious that the horizontally-arranged
portions 19 of these angle-irons form prac-
tically an equivalent of the web portion of
the channel 12. The ends of the angle-irons
are split in a manner similar to that shown
in Fig. 4 and formed into hook shape to en-

o206 the ends of the compr ession member, as
shown in Kig. 2.

Fig. 6 1llustmtes the manner of for ming my
impl oved joint or connection when the com-
pression member and tension member are

both inverted, and the compression member

is narrower and embraced between the flanges
of the tension member. Inthiscase,of course,
the tongues formed upon the flanges of the
tension member would be turned inwardly
around the flanges of the compression mem-
ber, as shown ELL 20 in Fig. 7.

Having thus descr 1bed my invention, what
I claim asnew, and desire to secure by Tetters
Patent, is—

1. In a car -bolster, the combm&tmn with a
middle support and a compression member

| having a web and flanges, of a tension mem-

ber also provided with web and flange por-
tions, the web and flange portions of the ten-
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sion member being separated or split at the
ends and formed into hook shape, and en-
gaging respectively the web and flanges of
the .compression member, substantially as
described. |

2. In a car-bolster, the combination with a
middle support and a compression member
having a web and flanges, of a tension mem-
ber also provided with web and flange por-
tions, the flanges of the tension member at
the ends being split or separated from the web
and formed into hook shape engaging the
flanges of the compression member.

3. In a car-bolster, the combination with a

channel-iron compression member and a mid-
dle support, of a channel-iron tension mem-
ber embraced within the flanges of said com-
pression member at the ends of the same, the
flanges of the tension member being split or
separated from the web portion of the ten-

sion member, and formed into hook shape

and engaging the compression member, sub-
stantially as shown and desecribed.

CARL E. BAUER.

- Witnesses:
HESTER DB. BAIRD,
PAUL SYNNESTVEDT.
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