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(Nomodeld —

To all whom it may concern:
Be it known that I, WiLLiaAM P. KEENAN,

a citizen of the United States, residing at Co- -
lumbus, in the county of Franklin and State

of Ohio, ‘have invented certain new and useful
Impr ovementsin Vent-Plug os; and Idohereby
declare the following to be a full, clear, and
exact deseription of the same, reference being
had to the accompanying drawings, forming
a part of this specification.

The present invention relates to that type
of vent-plugs for drawing beer and other like
liguors from barrels, &c in which an auto-
matically-closing valve closes the passage in
sald plug during the operation of inserting
the plug into the bung-hole of the barrel or
keg and keeping said passage sealed until
the usual discharge-tube is introduced into
the vent-bung passage for the withdrawal of
the contents of the bm*rel or keg; and the ob
ject of the presentimprovement being to pro-

vide a simple, durable, and efficient; constl ue-

tion and arrangement, Of the vent-bung parts,
as will hereinafter more fully appear, and be
more particularly pointed out in the claims.
I attain such object by the construction of
parts illustrated in the accompauymﬂ' draw-
ings, in which—

I‘wure 11s a longitudinal amal section of a

vent- bunﬂ' constructed in accordance with the
present invention--; Fig. 2, a horizontal section
of the same on line = x, Fig. 1.

Similal numera,ls of reference indicate like

As replesented in the dr awings, the vent-
plug consists of a main body portion 1, of a
tubular externally-tapering formatmn into
the upper end of which screws the beaded or

- reinforced head 2, that receives the impact of
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the mallet by which the vent-plug is driven
tightly into the bung-hole of a barrel or keg.
- g1s alateral housing at one side of the main
body portion 1,thatismade tubular, asshown,
and provided with a screw-cap 4, as shown, its
interior communicating with the interior of

the body portion 1 by a passage-way 5.
6 is an upwardly-closing valve having piv-

- ofal lugs 7, by which it has pivotal attachment

5o

with the main body 1 by resting within open-

topped recesses in the side wall thereof, and |

T

of the barrel or keg.

same is secrewed into place on the upper end
of the body 1.

8 is a coiled spring, of a cmved formation,
as shown, with one end engaging beneath the
valve 6 and the other end attached to the
lateral housing 3 by means of a screw 9 or
other usual means, the tendency of said spring

‘being to close the Valve 0.

10 is a packing-ring having an annular bead
11 to form a seat for the valve 6, such pack-
ing-ring being arranged between the head 2
and the body 1 and held in proper position
when the head 2 is serewed into place in the
upper end of the body 1.
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12 is an annular paCkIHU‘-I'IHE" for the usual ~

discharge-tube of the vent-plug, which pack-
ing-ring is held in place within a shouldered
recess in the head 2 by means of a serew-ring
13 and is provided with the usual pendent
neck 14, that is adapted to closely hug the
discharge-—tube when pressure is introdueed

‘Into the interior of the barrel or keg, and thus

prevent any leakage up around the discharge-
tube. |

15 is a horizontal inlet-passage in the lateral
housing 3, the outer end of which is provided
with a nipple 16 for the attachment of the

usual flexible conduecting-hose by which air-

pressure is provided to force out the contents
Theinnerend of the pas-
sage 1o communicates with a vertical passage

| in which is arranged a downwardly-closing

check-valve 17, the qumd or openmﬂ move-

4 of the lateral housmrf 3. With thls COT1-
struction the inlet of the air under pressure
can readily take place, but any retrograde
movement of such air-pressure back through
the conducting-passages, &ec., is entirely pre-
vented.

18 1s a vent-valve screwing info the cap 4
and having a pointed end that forms the valve
portion proper and seats itself on the outer
margin of an inner orifice 19 of said cap. The
purpose of this improved arrangement is fo
provide a simple and convenient means to
allow the pressure contained in the barrel or
keg to in a gradual manner blow off before
the usual dlschawe-tube is withdrawn, and
thus prevent the escape of the same in a O‘ush

~which 1s held in place by the head 2 when the | as such tube is w:tthdlawn
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Having thus fully described my said inven- |

tion, what I claim as new, and desire to secure
by Letters Patent, is— |

1. Avent-plug, comprising in combination,
a maln body portion 1, a hollow lateral hous-
ing 3, forming part thereof, and having a hori-
zontal inlet 15, and vertical valve-passage, a
cap 4, fitting said housing, a check-valve 17,
controlling the valve-passage and a valve 6,
closing the main passage of the plug, sub-
stantially as set forth.

2. Avent-plug, comprising in combination,

a main body portion 1, a head portion screw-

ing into the top of the same, a packing-ring

10, having a raised seat 11, said ring being
held in place between the head and body por-
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tion of the plug, a valve 6, pivoted to the body
portion, a hollow lateral housing 8, forming a
part of the body portion, and provided with an
inlet check-valve, substantially as set forth.
3. Avent-plug, comprising in combination,
a main body portion 1, a hollow lateral hous-
ing 3, forming part thereof, a cap 4, fitting
sald housing, a screw-valve 18, arranged in
sald cap, and a valve 6, controlling the main
passage of the plug, substantially as set forth.
In testimony whereof witness my hand this
5th day of August, 1897.
| WILLIAM P. KEENAN.
In presence of— | |
D. J. O’GRADY,
FRANK J. MACKLIN.
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