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To all whom 6 may conceri: |
Be it known that I, DUANE ALMOND FOS-

TER, a citizen of the United States, residing |

at Santa Rosa, in the county of Sonoma and
State of California, haveinvented a new and
useful Improvement in Brakes on Wagons or
other Vehicles, of which the following is a
specification.

My invention consists of an adjustable ful-
crum for the brake-lever or brake-staff; and
the objects of the same are, first, to enable
the operator to exert additional force upon
the brake-block when needed—as, for in-
stance, in going down a steep hill—and, sec-
ond, to throw the brake-block off the wheel
altogether when advisable—as, for instance,

in going across a muddy stretch of level road. |

I attain these objects by the mechanism illus-
trated in the accompanying drawings, in
which— | |
Figure 1 is a top or plan view of the adjust-
able fulecrum bolted against the side of the
wagon bed or frame. Fig. 2 is a back view
of the lower portion of the brake-lever. Fig.
3 is a side view of the same; and Fig. 4 is an
outline of a wagon, showing the connection

of these parts with the brake-block.

Similarletters refer tosimilar parts through-
out the several views.

The adjustable fulerum consists of a bar 0,
bolted to the wagon-frame a, which bar has
a longitudinal slot into which open lateral
notches, the whole series forming a rack.
Fig. 1 is a top view of this device, showing
also the brake-lever ¢ in cross-section at d.

The brake-lever ¢ is a flat rod, somewhat |
widened near the lower end, and to this wid- |
ened portion is attached a piece ¢’ at right |

| angles. The flattened portion of the rod c.

fits loosely into the longitudinal slot in b, and
the side piece ¢', fitting into either of the
notches, holds the lever at any desired point.
A nut e at the lower end of the lever ¢ pre-
vents said lever from being drawn upward too
far. A pin d set in the lever holds the same
in the proper place,the pin resting on top of
the bar b. |

The brake-lever ¢ is not fastened perma-
nently at the lower end, as isusual in wagon-
brakes, but may be pulled up out of a notch
and set down again in any other of the notches
at will. By thus changing its position the
distance between the fulcrum of the brake-
lever ¢ and the rear brake-lever /. is also
changed, and this change gives a new pur-
chase to the front lever.
lengthened, a firmer gripis given to the brake-
block, or if the distance is shortened the
brake-block is loosened or even thrown ofit
the wheel altogether. These operations can
be performed easily and rapidly by the driver
occupying the seat and while the team is in
motion. | , |

What I claim as my invention, and desire
to secure by Letters Patent, is—

A fulerum-bar for wagon-brakes provided

with two or more notches in combination &
brake-lever having a tooth for engagement

with the notches and capable of being shifted
from one notch to another in'the manner de-

scribed. o
DUANE ALMOND FOSTER.

Witnesses:
SAM I. ALLEN,
H. . CHURCHILL.
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