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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, WALDO P. BEAM, a 01131-
- zen of the United Sta,tes, residing at Beam-

ington, in the county of Sangamon and State
of Illinois, have invented a certain new and

useful Vessel-Closure, of which the following |

is such a full, clear, and exact description as
will enable those skilled in the art to which
1t appertains to make and use my said inven-
tion.

My invention relates to closures for vessels

of that class which are commonly used to con-
tain paints,varnish, mucilage or glue,or other

similar articles which are subject to injury

or deterioration by evaporation or exposure
to the air.

The purposes of my invention are to pro-
vide a simple and eifective closure applicable
to vessels of different kinds and adapted to

close such vessels, so as to prevent deteriora-

tion or waste of the contents thereof, said clo-
sure being so constructed and arranged that
1t may be conveniently and quickly opened
when access to the contents of the vessel is
desired, alsoso constructed and arranged that
when apphed to and used with vessels the
contents of which are used or applied with a

brush—say muecilage, for example—the brush
may be held by the closure and may remain
immersed in the contents of the vessel when
the closure is shut; to provide simple and
eiffective means for atltOIH&tleally opening the
closure and for locking the closure when it is

shat, and to provide in connection with said
opening and locking device means adapted to

remove from the mstrumeut with which the

contents of the vessel may be used or ap-

plied—say a brush, for example—the surplus:

of the contents of the vessel adhering to the
Iinstrument.

With these ends in view my invention con-
sists in certain novel features of construction
and combinations of parts, shown in the an-
nexed drawings, to which 1eference 1s hereby
made, and he1 einafter particular ly described,
and set forth in the claims.

Referring to the drawings, Figure 1 is
perspeetwe view of the complete closure In
position on a vessel, the closure being shown
as shut. TFig. 2 is a perspective view of the

perspective view of the combined spring,

Fig. 3 is an enlarged detached

| latch and sempel

circular ledge 03,
ledge 1%, so as to form a central circular ledge
on Which the brush-holder E is suppor ted

t&ehed perspective bottom view of the brush-
]101(161 | |

Similar letters of reference designate hke
parts in all of the views.

The vessel A may be of any suitable mate-
rial and of any convenient form and need not
be particularly deseribed.

The ring B fits around the upper end of the
neck of the vessel and has a slot b, which
serves to permit slight expansion of the ring
so that it may fit on vessels of slightly-dif ‘or-
ent sizes and may be retained thereon by the
spring-pressure of the ring.

The fixed top plate B’ is pr eferablv integral

Wlth the ring B; but it may be made sepa-

rately and may be secured to the ring in any
suitable manner.

On the ring B is a lug b" which forms part

of a hinge pwotallv connectmﬂ' the plate B*
with the ring B. The hinge- pla,te B* is com-
plemental to  the plate B’ and is pivotally con-

nected with the lug &', and the inner or dia-

metric edge of the plate B? abuts against the

corresponding diametric edge of the plate B’
| when the closure is shut.

In the central part of the plate B’ is a semi-
cirecular noteh having a semicircular ledge 07,

and in the central par vt of the plate B*is a cor-

responding semicircular notch having a semi-
which registers With the

when the closure is shut.

'The brush-holder E is pr efela,b]y of rubber
or other yielding material, and has a central
holee,in which the brush- handle I fits Snun*ly
It also has a circumfer ential ledge ¢, which
fits on the circular ledge on the pldtes B’ and
B?, formed by the con_]unetlon of the semi-
circular ledees 0 and 63, and the reduced an-

nular part Of the brush- hOldel fits snugly in

the central hole formed by the conjunction
of the notches in the plates in such manner

that when the closure is shut and the plates

locked together the brush-holder is firmly
clamped in the central hole, so as to form a
ciose joint all around the brush-holder and
all around the brush-handle. -
The combined spring, latch, and seraper is
clearly shown in Iig. 5, 3. and eoumsts of three

| membel s—viz., aspr ing D,which acts against

- Fig. 41s an enlarged de-
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the plete B2 to turn it on its hinge, a latch D',

which serves to lock the plate B?in its closed
position, and a seraper D?, extending down-

ward frem the latch and havmn* a lateral ex-

tension extending transversely across the 1 In-
side of the neck of the vessel.

The combined spring,
connected with the under side of the plate B’
by a pin d or other suitable means.

A downwardly-extending lug 6% on the un- ;

der side of the plate B’ serves as a stop to
prevent the spring from furning on the pin,
and the spring abuts against the lug.

| and a brush having a haﬁd‘le ﬁt—ting' in the
brush-holder, as described; I am enabled to
produce a closure which when shut hermetic-

ally seals the vessel, so that there isno waste.

or deterioration of its contents, and which

| may bevery quickly and eenvemently opened
latch, and ser&per 1S

when desired.
I am aware that spring- -actuated swinging
caps or covers for bottles have been used. I

am also aware that a wire extending across
the mouth of a mucilage-bottle has been used

| for scraping a brush to remove surplus muci-

When .

the. closure is shut, the spring is compressed .

and the free end of the spring bears against
the edge of the plate B? and when the latch

is released the spring reacts to turn the plate

20

B? on its hinge and open the closure, as shown
in Fig. 2.

The lateh D', which is of spring material,

. such as steel or brass, is secured to the fixed
end of the spring D, and hasa button d?,which :
extends upward tthHﬂ‘h a notch b° in the
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- extending down into and across the inside of :

.?.
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plate B'.

under side of the plate B-.

The latch also has an upturned
end d?, which engages with a notch b®in the .

When the closure is shut, the end 3 of the :

lateh enters the notch 6° and 10(,]{5 tocrethel
the plates B’ and B-. '

‘When it is desired to open the closure, 1t 1S

?llzﬂy necessary to press down on the button
from the notch 6% and the spring D will act

The end d° will thereby be withdrawn

against the pla,te B*to turn it on its hinge

and open the closure.
The scraper consists of an angular bar D?,

secured to the under side of the latch D’ and | plate, as set forth.

In witness whereof I have hereunto sub-
| seribed my name, at Springfield, I1linois, this
In practice the brush used in appl; ing the | | |
contents of the vessel is scraped across the
laterally-extending part of the ser aper to re- |

the neck ot the vessel.

move from the brush the sur plus material ad-
hering thereto. |

By employmﬂ' the plates the bmsh holder, :

!

|

lage. Ithereforedonothereinclaim,broadly,
the use of a spring-actuated hinged top.
NeitherdoIclaim, broadly, the use of a brush-
cleaner within the vessel.

What I claim as new and useful, and desire
to secure by Letters Patent, is— -

1. The herein-described combined spring,

latch and scraper, in combination with a fixed

plate to which the spring member of said com-
bined spring, latch and scraper is secured,
and a complemental plate having a hinge con-
nection with said fixed plate and acted against

by the spring member of and adapted to be
| engaged with and locked by the latch mem-
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berofsaid combined spring,latch and scraper,

| as set forth.

2. In a vessel-closure, the combination of

a notched fixed plate attachable to a vessel,
a complemental notched hinged plate con-

| nected with said fixed plate, a spring, a latch |
| and a scraper supported on said fixed plate,

and .an annular brash-holder fitting in a cen-

{ tral hole formed by the comjunction of the
| notches 1n said fixed plate and said hinged

29th day of March, A. D. 1897.
WALDO P BEAM

Witnesses: o
T. C. MATHER,

JOHAN (. SNIGG.
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