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To all whom it may concer: .

Be it known that I, CHARLES LUKE, of Mil-
ford, county of New Haven, State of Connecti-
cut, have invented an Impmvement in Pre-
payment Attachments for Meters, of which
the following description, in connection with
the accompanymn‘ drawings,is a specification,
like letters and figures on the drawings repre-
senting like parts.

In the practical use of prepayment attach-
ments for gas-meters and for vending or sup-
plying other articles atter the de’posit of a
coin in the apparatus much difficulty has
been experienced, due to the fact that the

possessor of the attachment manages to tam-

per with the eoin used to start the attach-
ment, thus making it possible for the attach-
ment of a gas- ‘meter to deliver more gasthan
should be delivered from the supply of coin
put into the meter.

This invention has for 1ts object to plowde
means whereby the coin used to start the at-
tachment for the meter or other article to
which it is supplied cannot be withdrawn
after the same has been put into the attach-

ment, and any coin having become effective

to actuate the meter may effect the delivery
of only just the proper amount of gas called
for by the particular coin.

To this end I have provided the &tta,chment
with a coin-feeder having an opening just
large enough in diameter to Teceive the par-
t1eular coin to be used in the meter, said
feeder being also of a thickness just equa,l to
the thlckness of said-coin and working be-
tween plates fitting it closely, so that said
coins may be put into the attachment one at
a time and so that a bent coin which might
clog the operation of the machine cannot be

-mtloduced The coins fed into the attach-

ment are taken one after another automat-
ically from a coin-chamber and made to do
their work and then discharged.

Figure 1, in front elevatlon shows a pre-

payment attachment of usual construction
provided with my coin-feeder; Kig. 2, a sec-
tion in the line x, Kig. 1; and Fw 3 a like
section with the feedel pushed the seetlon
showing the coin in the coin-carrier. |
In the drawings, B’ represents the front

'Fplateaof a prepayment attachment; B, the
“back plate; B? a dividing-wall separ atmn'

said plates, and d a rotatmﬂ' coin-carrier sup-
posed to be part of a toothed wheel of usual

construction, it having a series of pockets to 55

receive one of a series of coins in succession.
The front pla,te has connected toit a hollow

cap €%, in which is located a plunger &3, the

stem of the plunger being extended out

through said cap and provided with a knob 6o

¢, said stem being surrounded by a suitable
spring €%, which acts normally to move the
said plunger toward the said wheel.

The back plate B has a portion withinwhich =

is received the shanlk of a locking device 0% 65

said locking device acted upon by a spring

entering and belno‘fl ee to work in a slot made

111 the dlvldmmmﬂl said locking device be-
ing shown as standmrr within a pocket of tha
coin-carrier in Kig. 2, the place it will ocecupy

-when coin 18 abseut fmm sald coin-carrier,
the locking device being pushed back into its

inoperative position by a coin whenever a
coin 18 in the pocket of the coin-carrier, as
shown 1n Kig. 3. This locking device 1s used
to restrain the movement of the coin-carrier
when coin has been excluded from the at-
tachment. _ _

The front plate has a chamber ¢’, in which

may be applied in a pile any desued number
of coins, the plunger acting upon one side of

‘the coin or pile of coins to keep 1t or them

70..__
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pressed toward the coin-carrier, so that one

after another of said coins may enter the
pockets of the coin-carrier as the latterin its
‘movements comes opposite the said cham-

ber c'. -
Cobperating with the devices so far de-
scribed there has usually been employed a
coin-feeder of a thickness equal to substan-
tially the thickness of the coin used, and with
such a feeder it is possible to put a coin into
the hole 1n the feeder, which was made to
slide back and forth in a suitable groove 1n
the face-plate under the said plunger, and
connect a wire with the coin, letting the
plunger act on the coin, pushing it into the
coin-carrier far enough to push back the lock-
ing device to start the carrier, and then to

pull out the plunger by hand and withdraw 100
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the coin, pulling on the wire. To obviate

front plate Wlth a stationary table or coln-rest

30, it having at its inner end a hole 30%, (see

I‘w 2,) opposite the chamber ¢’ the oppos1te
end of sald rest being extended for a consid-
erable distance beyond the cap €% a suitable
pin, as 31, retaining the said table Statlonaly
I have also added to the cap e® an extension
or guard 52,1t overlapping the table for some
distance from the foot of said cap and from
the opening 30”* in said rest and the chamber
¢’. This cap ¢*is held in place by suitable

- screws, as 95, Kig. 1, and between this cap

15

and its extension or guard 32 on one side and

the face of said rest I have applied a coin-

- feeder 33, which is of a thickness only equal
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to the thickness of the coin to be used, and
sald coin-feeder has a through—and-through
hole or opening 34 of a diameter equal to the
diameter of the coin to be used. This coin-
feeder has at one end a finger-piece 35 and at
itsopposite end a progeetmﬂ' shoulder or stop-
piece 36, and said feeder is free toslide from
the posnsmn shown in Fig. 1, where the open-
ing 34 is located pwperly to receive the coin
to be used, to the left, viewing Fig. 1, far
enough to put the coin in said Opemnﬂ'lmme-

-dlately in line with the plunger, so that said

plunger may act on said coin and push it
through the opemnﬂ 30~ of the rest into the

- chamber el

By employing a coin-feeder of a thlckness
just equal to the thickness of the coin to be
used and by making the space between the
face of the rest and the inner end of the cap
also just equal to the thickness of the coin-
feedera bentcoin cannot be put into the open-
mg and be passed into the position opposite
the plunger to be acted on bythe plunger and
transferred by it either into the chamber or

directly into the pocket of the coin-carrier, as |

shown in Fig. 3. 8o, also, it will be under-

[ stood, by putting one coin at a time into the
this action, I have provided the groove in the

apparatus, that when said coin hasbeen acted

upon by the plunger and started from the

opening of the feeder the feeder cannot be
withdrawn and with it the coin.

45

The coin put into the opening bears against

the rest and isslid over the same as the feeder
1spushed into position, and,further, by reason
of making the feeder of just the thickness of
the coln to be used and causing it to slide with
a closer fit between the table on the one side
and the guard and cap on the other side, it is
not possible to attach a string or a wire to a
coin, put it in the feeder, and let the coin be
used to start the coin-carrier ; nor is 1t possi-
ble for one to introduce a wire and push back
the locking device to start the coin-carrier
and let the gas be delivered.

The thickness of the feeder will always be
just equal to the thickness of the coin to be
used, and by making the table detachable it
may be changed and another of a different
thickness substituted for it.

Having described my invention,
claim, and desire to secure by Letters Patent,

In a prepayment attachment, a front plate
having a coin-chamber, a coin-carrier, a de-
tachable table fitted to said front plate, a cap
fixed to said front plate, and a coin-feeder
having a through-and-through opening and

{ fitted 130 slide suunly between sald table and

sald cap, and means to remove a coin from
sald feeder into sald coin-carrier, substan-
tially as described.

In testimony whereof I have signed my -

name to this specification in the presence of

two subsecribing witnesses.

CHARLES LUKE.

Witnesses:
HENRY G. THOMPSON,
GEORGE T. BRISTOIL.
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