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To all whom it may concer:

Be it known that I, ANTHONY M. HANCE, of
Philadelphia, in the State of Pennsylvania,
have invented certaln new and useful Im-
provements in Display-Boxes for Kxhibit-
ing the Contents of the Box in an Attractive
Manner, of which the following is a specifica-
tion, reference being had to the accompany-
ing drawings, in which—

Figure 1 represents a vertical section
through the box and its lid, when the lid is
completely open and when the box is main-
tained in an erect position for exhibiting the
Kig. 2isa viewi1n perspective from
the top of the box; and Fig. 3 isa view in per-
spective from the bottom of the box, the lid
1n each instance being represented as partly

~closed. |
The body A of the box is rectangular in

form and may be constructed of any 01d1na1y
material used for the purpose. The lid B is
hinged to the back a thereof in such manner
that said lid can be folded back into substan-

tially the same plane as the top edges of the
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box. Saild lid 1s provided on 1its top with

a-folding triangular stay-piece C, which is

hinged thereto, preferably by attaching a
stup of textile material ¢ to the top of the lid
and to the stay-pilece, so that said stay-piece
may be ettherfolded flat or raised into a plane
perpendicular to the plane of thelid. At the
end of the free corner of the stay-piece is a
small rectangular lock D. The back a of the

box is provided with a slot d,so placed as to

register with the stop D When the stay-piece
C 1s opened out perpendicularly to the lid
and the lid is fully thrown back to the posi-
tion indicated in Fig. 1. TUpon the bottom ¢’
of the box is a hinged support K, which is ca-
pable of being folded flat or opened out like
an easel-support, the range of motion being
limited by a piece e of textile material.
When the box is to be used merely for

tlan5p01t&t10n the support E and the stay- |

piece C are of course folded flat upon the bot-
tom and top, respectively; but when it is de-
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| sired to use the box somewhat as an easel for

the exhibition of its contents the support E
is opened out, the lid B is thrown back to the
full extent, (indicated in Fig. 1,) and the lock
D is engaged in the slot d. The box and its
lid, the latter usually containing some adver-
tising device, is then supported in the proper
position for an attractive display, both of the
contents and of the advertisement or other

device contained upon the under side of the

Iid. The use of the lock D, engaging posi-
tively with a portion of the box, prevents the
lid from falling in either direction, and as the
lid must be opened out full in order to make
1t lie in the same plane with the face of the
open box this feature is important, since oth-
erwise thelid, though sustained against open-

| ing any fmthel mw*ht very eaS115 tend to fall

down and close the box.

I am aware that the use of hinged supports .

for boxes is not new, and I am also aware that

it is not new to limit the opening movement

of a lid by means of various connecting de-
vices, and I therefore do not claim the same.

What I claim as new, and desire to secure
by Letters Patent, is—

The combination, with the box-body, of a

support hinged to the bottom thereof; means,
substantially as described, for limiting the
bending out of said support; a lid hinged to
the back of the box and capable of turning
upon its hinge into a plane substantially par-
allel with the plane of the top edges of the
box; a hinged stay-piece inter medlate be-
tween the back of the box and the lid when
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the latteris in its extreme open position; and

a lock upon said stay-piece adapted to form

‘a positive engagement, whereby the lid is pre-
vented from moving in either direction from
1ts extreme open pOSItwn sub%tanually as de-

scribed.
ANTHONY M. HANCE.

Witn ess.es : | |
G. HERBERT JENKINS,
JAMES . BELL.
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