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To all whom it may conceri:

Be it known that I, EpMunD HENRY GIG-
NEY, a subject of the Queen of Great Britain
and Ireland, residing at London, England,
have mvenbed a certain new and useful Tr ans-
posing Mechanism for Pianofortes and other
Keyboard Instruments; and I do hereby de-
clare the following to be a full, clear, and ex-
act deseription of the mventlon such as will
enable others skilled in the art to which it an-
pertains to make and use the same, reference
being had to the accompanying drawings, and
to lettels of reference marked thereon, Whleh
form a part of this specification.

The ob,]eet of my invention is to provide
simple and effective mechanism for transpos-
ing the notes of a pianoforte or other key-
bomd instrument according to the key in
which it is desired that the plece ol music
shall be performed.

- Ipivottheaction-frame or action-standards
on a horizontal pivot at each end, so that the
lower part can be swung or moved back to
clear the keys while the upper part or dam-
per-rail is swung or moved forward to clear
the strings. The key-frame with keys can
then be slid to one side or the other as re-
quired. The action-frame may suifably be

“moved by means of a pushing-and-pulling

rod. Dby moving this rod in one direction
agalnst a stop the lower part of the action-
frame 1s pushed back from over the key-
frame, which can then be moved laterally as
required for transposing, by preference by
means of a knob in front of the piano or un-
derneath. The key-frame has to be bedded
to the key-bottom and is kept in position by
means of slotted brass plates with serews in
the baclk rail and front rail.

Ifigure 1 on the accompanying drawings is
a front elevation; Iig. 2, a sectional end
view; Iig. 3, a plan and FFig. 4 a detail view
of a suitable construction of the transposing
mechanism and parts connected therewith as
applied to a piano.

The action-frame 1s pivoted about centrally
in vertical height on a horizontal pivot A" at
each end to the sides B of the piano-case, so
that the lower part,by means of the push-a.nd-
pull rod D, can be swung backward into the

dotted posmon to clear the keys while the

upper part or damper-rail is swung forward

| to clear the strings.

The key-frame C with
keys can then be slid to oneside or the other
to the required extent. The spring M serves
to bring the action-frame back into the nor-
mal vertical position. The action-frame A
has a comb-shaped plate A% and in one of
the tooth-spaces of the same the upstanding
finger C' on the key-frame will be held, when
the action-frame A, by means of the push-
and-pull rod D, has been pulled back into its
normal position (Showninfulllines.) Each
tooth-plate in the plate A* corresponds to &
different key. The travel of the rod D islim-

| ited by the knob D' coming against the name-

board F.

In order to allow the so-called ‘‘prolongs”
on the bottom of the action-frame to clear the
keys when the action-frameis swung bacl, I
chamfer the back orinner ends of the keys N
at N' to a suitable extent, as showninT'ig. 4,
and black-lead them.

The key-frame € is bedded onto the key-
bottom G and is kept in position by means of
pins in slots C?in the back rail and front rail
of same, the pins or screws II being fixed in
the keybom d-bottom. Iisa knob working
1n a slot-plate K in lock-front for shifting the
key-frame C. The name-board If' is marked
with index-lines for the different keys, and
the keyboard has a pointer to indicate the key
to which the key-frame is shifted.

Ieclaim—

1. In a transposing mechanism for piano-
fortes and other keyboard instruments the
action-frame mounted on horizontal pivotsin
combination with means for swinging it
thereon so that its lower part-can be swung
back to clear the keys and the upper part be
swung forward to clear the strings, where-
upon the key-frame can be shifted laterally
to the desired extent and the action-frame
then be returned to its normal position sub-
stantially as set forth. |

2. In a transposing mechanism the action-
frame mounted in horizontal pivots in com-
bination with means for swinging it thereon,
keys with chamfered-off back ends to clear
the prolongs on the action - frame, a key-
frame capable of limited lateral movement
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on the key-bottom and means for holding it

in the position according to the desired key
substantially as set forth. |
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3. In a transposing mechanism the combi-
nation of the action-frame mounted in hori-
zontal pivots, arod attached to the lower end
of the action-frame for swinging it back and
forth, a comb-shaped plate on the action-
frame, a key-frame capable of limited move-
ment on the key-bottom, and a finger on the
key-frame engaging with said comb for hold-
the key-frame in position according to the
desired key substantially as set forth,

4. In a transposing mechanism the combi-
nation of the action-frame mounted on hori-
zontal pivots, means for swinging it thereon,
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a frame provided with slotted plates, pins on
the key-bottom working in the slots, a knob
on the key-frame for moving it, and a plate
fixed at the front of the instrument with slot
forlimiting the movement of the knob therein
substantially as set forth.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my invention I have signed my name in pres-
ence of two subseribing witnesses.

EDMUND HENRY GIGNEY.

Witnesses:

V. JENSEN,
WALTER JAMES SKERTEN.
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