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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, JAMES E. WHITE, a citi-
zen of the United States residing at Indian-
apolis, in the county of Marion :;md State of
Indiana, have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in Mail-Catchers, of which
the following is a specification.

In the use of mail-catchers as they have
heretofore been constructed there has been a
tendency on the part of the mail-sacks which
are being caught thereby to frequently catch
and jam in the elbow of the catcher, and
when so caught and jammed it is ﬂ'enerally a
work of some difficulty to remove them, and

such work also involves some danger to the

postal clerk on the car. With such mail-
catchers also there has been a tendency on

the part of the mail-sacks when they did not

become so caught and jammed to slip off the
arm of the mail- catcher before they could be
seized by the mail-clerk in the car and be
thrown to the ground, so that the object of
the mall-catchel is defeated Obviously any-
thing that tends to prevent these disadvan-
tages and to insure the safety of the mail-
sacks and the certainty of properly catching
and delivering them is of COHSIdGI&ble 1m-
portance.

The object of my said invention is to pro-
vide a mail-catcher whereby the mail-sacks

can be prevented from jamming and also

" whereby said mail-sacks may be detained on

the catcher-arm long enough to enable the

- mail-clerk to receive them propelly, thus in-
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_ground and lost or, as is ‘sometimes the case,

suring them against being thrown onto the

destroyed by the car-wheels.
Referring to the accompanying drawings,

~ which are made a part hereof and on which
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similar letters of reference indicate similar

parts, Figure 1 is a side elevation of a por- |

tion of the side of a mail-car provided with a
maill-catcher embodym@ my sald invention;

- Ifig. 2, a perspective view of the mail- catcher
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Sepala,tely and on a considerably-enlarged

scale, and Kig. 3 a detail sectional view as

seen when lookmo" in the direction indicated

gy the arrows flom the dotted line 3 3 in
12, 2,

In said drawings the portions marked Al

represent the mail-car, to which the catcher |

r,

is attaehed B thé sha)ft of said mail- catchél

C, the arm theleto or portion which plo;]ects
t0 catch the mail- bag, and D a spring which

18 secured to a portion on the shaft and ex-

tends out and preferably encircles the arm.
The car A is or may be any ordinary mail-
car and is preferably of the standard form.
That portion is shown which includes one of
the doors, and bearings ¢ are shown along-
side said doors within which the shaft of the
mail-catcher rests. Said bearings are pref-
erably of such a form and arrangement that

‘the mail-catcher can be rever sed so as to be

operative when the car IS r unmnfr in either
direction.

The mail-catcher is or may be in its gen-

eral form and construction of a usual and
well-known form. Itsshaft, whenthemail-
catecher isin use, restsin the bearings ¢ along-
side the door of the car.

handle 13% on one side and a bearing B? for
the cateching-arm on the other side. Inter-
posed between this hub and one of the bear-
ings a is preferably a spring 0, said spring be-
ing usually of rubber.

The arm C is connected to the hub portion
B® and extends out in substantially the usual
direction and is or may be of the usual form,
except that it 1s provided at intervals along
its length with protuberances ¢. These pro-

It is provided with
a hub-like portion B’, which develops into a
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tuberances, while smooth and of a very grad-

ualinclination in the direction of theirlength,
S0 as not to Injure or materially mtelfere
with the movement of the mail-sack, are of
such form transversely as to engage more ef-
iciently with the surface of the sack than a
perfectly smooth arm will, and they thus
serve to detain the sack aftel it is caught by

the mail-catcher until the postal clelk has

abundant opportunity to seize the same and
withdraw it into the car. Af the same time
these protuberances do not grip or hold the
sack so as to interfere with the work of hand-
ling it. The detention necessary, as will be
1ead11y understood by those familiar with
such matters, only needs to be momentary.
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The spring D is secured, preferably, to the

' hub portion B?and extends around thence in
a curved direction to thearm C and is prei-
erably so formed on its outer or free end as
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to encircle said arm. Thisspring is substan-
tially a flat spring, preferably having the
edges somewhat rounded so that 1t sh&ll not
be likely to cut or tear the mail-sacks when
they come in contact therewith. Its inner
end 18 secured to the hub, as stated, and its
outer end iswidened intoears, which are bent
to embrace or partially surround the arm C,
forming a connection which will hold said

end in line with said arm and at the same

time permit it to slide somewhat thereon.
The operation 1s, as will be readily under-
stood, when a mail-sack comesin contact with
this spring, that said spring will yield some-
what and at the same time resist the impact
of said mail-sack, and the effect is to prevent
the mail-sack irom being jammed in the el-
bow of the mail-catcher. A small projection
¢’ on the outer side of the arm C, behind the
end of the spring, which surroundssaid arm,

may also be provided to serve as.a stop to

prevent the movable end of the spring from
being driven back too far.

Having thus fully described my said inven-

tion, what I claim asnew, and desiretosecure
by Letters Patent, is—

1. The combination in a mail-catcher, of |
the shaft B, the handle, the catcher-arm C |
mounted in asuitable hub thereon and formed |
with a bend or elbow at its extremity, and a |

| spring-strip secured rigidly on one side of

said elbow and extending across and loosely
connected to the member on the opposite side,
whereby it is adapted to receive the 1mp&ct
of the mail-sacks and prevent them from be-
ing jammed in said elbow, substantially as

| set forth.

2. The combination, in a mail-catcher, of
the shaft, the handle, the catcher-arm mount-
ed in a suitable hub on said shaft, being

formed with a bend or elbow at its extremity,
“and the spring-strip D secured rigidly to one
~part on one side of the bend a distance from
| its extreme point and extending across and
formed with ears on its other end which em- 45
“brace the other part of said arm and are

adapted to slide thereon, the outer member

- of sald arm being formed with a series of pro-
- tuberances throuwhout its length which in-
| cline on their outsade faces and have abrupt
faces adjacent to the elbow, substantially as
- set forth.

In witness whereof I have hereunto set my

‘hand and seal, at Indianapolis, Indiana, this

15th day of Oetober, A. D. 1897.

JAMES E. WHITE. [L.s.]

Witnesses:
CHESTER BRADFORD,
JAMES A. WALSH.
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