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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, THOMAS B. FDRGUSON
Jr., a citizen of the United States, residing at
Waynesborough , in the county of Fran];lin
and State of Pennsylvania, have Invented a
new and useful Improvement in Fences, of

which the following 1s a full, clear and ex-

act specification.

My invention relates to a new and useful
improvement in wire fences and palings and
clips therefor, and has for its object to so con-
struet devices of this deseription as to pro-
vide an exceedingly simple and ornamental,
as well as usetul, fence.

With these ends in view this invention con-

swts in the details of construction and com-

bination of elements hereinafterset forth, and
then specifically designated by the claims.
In order that those skilled in the art to
which this invention appertains may under-
stand how to make and use the same, the con-

- struction and operation will now be described
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in detall, referring to the accompanying draw-

ings, f01 ming a part of this specification, in

Whlch——-

Figure 1 is an elevation of a portlon of a

fence made up of the elements of my inven-
tion; Fig. 2, an enlarged view of a portion of

plcket showmn' one_of the clips secured in
place, made in accordance with my improve-

ment; Ifig. 3, a section at the line x ¢ of Fig.
2; FKig. 4, a section at the line y y of Fig. 2;
and Figs. 5 to 11, inclusive, various forms of
plckets embod vmn' my 1mprovement

In carrying out my invention as here em-

bodied T take a series of pickets A, made in

the manner hereinafter set forth, and secure
them in place upon the fence by the strands
of line-wire I3, which are twisted around the
clips of each picket- in any suitable manner.

C represents one of the posts which com-
pose the fence, and for staying this post a
base-plate D may be provided which has an-

~ ¢hor-rods I projecting downward therefrom,
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which are set in the ground so as to hold the
plate into position, and to this plate is bolted
the stay-rod I, the outer end of which is also
bolted to the post, as indicated at G. This,
a8 18 obvious, will hold the post against
strains lengthwise of the fence, and it de-
sired the plate hay be made of sufﬁclent size

to extend at right angles thereto and a stay

‘the fence.

| similar to the stay F be placed at right an-

oles to the line of fence, thus giving proper
support for side strains brought to bear upon
The plate D.may be also utilized
for staying the fence at intermediate points
between the posts either for lengthwise or
sidewise strain, since by attaching the stay-
rod I to the uplwht rod R this resu]t will be
had, it being noted that the stay-rod may be

'_ placed elthel in line Wlth the fence or at right

angles thereto.
In order that the pickets, the construomon
of which will be hereinafter set forth, shall

“be properly held rigid atter forma,tion, I pro-

vide the clips I, which are hereshown as made
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of sheet metal bent in E shape, so as to pro-

vide the flanges I, and having slots K there-

in for the purpose hereinafter set forth.
Now in the formation of. a plcket of the

shape shown in Fig. 5 a single piece of wire

L is bent in the general f01m of a staple, its.
ends being of frreatel length than the com-

pleted ploket When the proper number of
clips which are to be used upon the completed

| picket are passed over these ends and upward

until lying next the bow or semicircular por-
tion M, the ends of the picket are then benft
inward and upward, as clearly shown in Fig.
5, so that they are brought in parallelism with
the sides of the pmk_et after which the clips
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are slid downward to their proper location .

upon the completed picket and there secured

by bulging or bending the strands of the
picket into the slots, as indicated at N in
Figs. 2, 3, and 4. Fmall}, the end strips O,
which are formed with the . clip, are bent
around the outer strands of the picket, thus
plOdllClI]ﬂ" a complete and finished article.

It is obvious from what immediately pre-

cedes that the various forms of pickets shown
in Figs. 5 to 11, inclusive, may be constructed

the only difference being in the design and
manner of bending the strands of wire..
Pickets thus ma,de may be utilized for the
construetion of fences, as before set forth,
and when so used,,will produce an exceed-

ingly simple and yet ornamental fence, which
will be as durable or more so than when com-

posed of wooden pickets. The clips,instead

of having a U-shaped groove P formed there-
in, as shown in full lines i in Fig. 4, may have

go

- in the same manner as that just described;
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a V-shaped groove, as shown in dotted lines in

said figure, orits channel may be of any other
Shape

Having thus fully deseribed my 1nvent10n
what I clmm as new and useful is—

1. Incombination, afence-picket com posed
of a single length of wire bent to form a num-
ber of para]lel strands more than two in num-
ber, and clips of sheet metal passed upon the
stra,nds during the formation of the picket,
in the manner descrlbed

2. A fence-picket composed of a single
length of wire bent to produce a number of-

stra,nds parallel with each other and more

than two in number, and clips of sheet metal |

having side flanges with holes therethrough,
said strands bemﬂ' passed through: said holes
in the manner desembed |

3. A fence-picket composed of a single
length of wire bent to produce a nllmber of
strands parallel with- each other and more
than two in number, and clips of sheet metal
E-shaped in cross- section producing flanges,
through which said strands are passed in the
manner described, and means for preventing

sta,ntmlly as set forth.

4. Incombination with a picket of the char-
acterdescribed,a clip composed of sheet metal |
50 bent as to provide flanges through which |

the strands of said picket are adapted to pass,
sald clip having slots formed therein, with
which bent portions of the picket-strands may
be engaged, and end strips formed with the
clip in enga,ﬂ*emenb with the side strands of

‘the picket, as shown and described.

- 5. Asanew article of manufacture, a,pleket
consisting of a single length of wire so bent

-as to form a number of strands lying parallel

with each other, a series of clips formed of

sheet metal and passed upon the picket dur-
ing its formation, and so secured as to hold

the elements of the picket rigid relative to
each other, as specified.

6. A fence picket composed of a single
length of wire bent to produce a number of
strands_pamllel with each other and more
than two in number, and clips of sheet metal

“E-shaped in cross- section producing flanges,

said clips being slotted, said strands bemﬂ'

~passed through b&ld flan O*es and bentor bulﬂ'ed
-into the slots as and for the purpose set forth.

In testlmony whereof I have hereunto af-

fixed my signature in the presence of twosub-
_scribing witnesses.
a longitudinal movement of the clips, sub- |

THOMAS B. FERGUSON, JE.

Witnhesses: |
L.. C. MORRISON, |
ALLIisON W. McCURrDY.
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