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To all whom it may concern,:

- Beit knownthatI, JamEs H. PIERSON,a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Worth-
ington, in the county of Greene and State of
Indiana, have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in Fence-Posts ; and I do
hereby declare the following to be a full, c¢lear,
and exact description of the invention, such
as will enable othersskilled in the art to which

it appertains to make and use the same.

My invention has relation to certain new
and useful improvements in fence-posts, and
more particalarly to that class of plastic posts
formed of clay, shale, or analogous vitreous
material, the object being to provide a sim-

fence-post of this class. |
To this end the novelty consists in the con-
struction, combination, and arrangement of
the elements of the same, as will be herein-
atter more specifically described, and particu-
larly pointed out in the claims. |
- In the accompanying drawings, forming a
part of this application, the same reference

characters indicate the same parts of the in-

vention. - |
~ Figure 1 is a perspective view of
proved fence-post as adapted for a wire fence.
Fig. 2 is an elevation of the same, - Fig, 3 is
a vertical Jongitudinal section. Fig. 4 is 1
horizontal section. Fig. 5 is a perspective
view showing a modification of the post. Fig.
6 18 a vertical section of the same. Fig. 7 is
a horizontal section showing the manner of
seciring the wires. -
1 represents the tubular metallic post

section, its diameter decreasing uniformly
from base to top and having a longitudina’
slot 2 cut through its wall

with a longitudinal series of orifices opposite
the slot 2, in which wire

the horizontal fence-wires 4.

o represents a tubular subpost or =ocket
- member, of clay or other vitreous material, .

~ burned after the usual manner of treating

bricks or tiling, and is set in the ground with
its upper end flush with or slightly above the

surface thereof and forms a socket for the

post 1. This subpost is approximately cy-

inexpensive, and durable -

my im-

and running the
full length thereof. This postisalso provided |,

staples 8 are inserted
~ and clenched, as shown in Fig. 3, to secure

lindrical in eross-section and is provided with

oppositely - disposed longitudinal flanges 6,
which, when the subpost is properly set in
the ground, should aline with the trend of
the fence, the object of this construction be-
ing to give the lateral faces of the said sub-
post a maximum area to sustain the fence
against lateral inclination and at the same
time employ a minimum of material in con-
struction. | |

The outer diameter of the lower end of the
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post 1 1s slightly greater than the bore 5 of

the subpost, and to facilitate insertion of the
post the inner wall of the subpost is provided
with an outwardly-flaring annular face 7,
which gradually reduces the outer diameter
of the post to the bore of the subpost when
the former is being driven to place.

From the foregoing it will be readily ap-

parent that the slot 2 in the post 1 serves a

dual purpose in that it admits of the diame-
ter of said post being contracted and of the
free use of a tool in clenching the staples 3.
In the modification shown in Figs. 5 and 6
the tubular post 1* is of a uniform diameter

throughout, and the horizontal fence-wires

are threaded through two oppositely-disposed
vertical series of orifices Son a line with the
axis of the post. After the wires have been
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put in place and stretched taut in the usual

manner a wooden wedge-piece 9 is inserted,
which forces a portion of the wire out of
alinement with the body thereof, forming g
kink 10. By this means kinks or undue
slack is taken out of the body of the wires
and they are positively secured against lon-
gitudinal movement. A particular ad vantage
of this construction is that should a combined

| wire and board fence be desired the boards

' may be firmlysecured by nailing through the

[

slot 2 into the wooden wedge-piece. A modi-

fled form of subpostis also illustrated in IFig.
o and consists of the addition of an annular
flange 11 at the base of said stubpost, the ob-
ject of which is to overcome the tendency of
frost to upheave the post. I further provide
sagmental lugs 12 contiguous to the vertical

fi:uges 6 on each side thereof and integral-
therewith and with the body of the subpost

as auxiliaries in
post. |
In each construction it will be noted that

preventing the lifting of the
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the greatest strength and durability are at-
tained with & minimum of material and ex-
pense, while the appearance of the completed
fence is highly ornamental.

A factor of perfect drainage is common to
each form, the construction being such that
all surface-water enters the bore of the vit-
reous subpost and is dissipated therefrom
into the porous underground, keeping all
standing water from contact with the wood
and metal superstructure.

Another important advantage of my inven-
tion is that the wires are secured in place
without the use of nails or staples, which
have a tendency to cut the wire and at the
same time are constantly loosening.

A further object I have in view in the con-
struction of my improved
a perfect electrical conductor from the fence-
wires to the earth. It is a well-recognized
fact that a wire fence wherein the usual all-
wood post is employed is extremely danger-
ous to live stock or to human beings who are
in its vieinity during a thunder-storm.

Having thus fully deseribed my invention,
what I claim as new and useful, and desire to

secure by Letters Patent of the United States,

is—
1. A fence-post for wire fences, comprising
a metallic post proper having a continuous

longitudinal bore, a continuous longitudinal |

slot through its wall communicating with sald
bore, and guides for the wires, and a subpost

post is to provide |

tal lugs 12 on each side of

provided with a continuous drain and post-
receiving bore merging into a flaring annulav
face at the top thereof adapted to oradually
contract the lower end of the said postproper

| when it is inserted into said subpost-bore,

substantially as described.

9. A fence-post for wire fences, having a
longitudinal bore, a continuous slot through
itg wall communicating with said bore, & se-
ries of alined orifices for passage of the fence-
wires, and a wedge inserted Into the bore of
the post adapted to clamp the wires, and a
subpost having a continuous longitudinal
bore,longitudinal flanges with seomental lugs
on either side thereof and an annular flange
ot the base of said subpost, substantially as
described. |

3. A fence-post, comprising a post proper,
and a subpost or socket member having a
bore adapted to receive said post proper and
to serve as a drain-inlet, said subpost pro-
vided with longitudinal flanges 6, an annular
flange 11 on the base of said subpost, segmen-
. the flanges 6 and
integral therewith and with the body of said
subpost, as and for the purpose set forth.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature

in presence of two witnesses.
his |
JAMES x H. PIERSON.

mark

Witnesses:
S, 1. CARNAHAN,
GEO. SEYFORT.
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