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To all whom it may concern
Be it known that I, ROBERT LEE TEMPLE-

Tackett’s Mills, in the county of Stafford and
State of Vlrgmla have invented certain new
and useful Improvementsin Shipping-Crates;
and 1 do hereby declare the followmfr to be a
full, clear, and exact description of the inven-
tlon such as will enable others skilled in the

art to which it appertams to make and use the

same,

My invention relates to ehlppme‘ crates,
the object of the same being to provide a sim-

ple and ehee,ply-eonstrueted device of this

character which can be folded up into com-

pact form for reshlpment to its starting-point.

The invention consists of a crate made up

- of a rectangular bottom piece, end strips se-
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Q “higher than the strlp 4. Upon the outer side

cured thereto side strips also secured there-
to, one being Wlder than the other, end pieces
hmged to eald end strips and adepted to fold
inwardly, side pieces hinged tosaid side strips,

which are unitedly of the same height as said

end pieces and said end strips, a central par-

tition hinged to said bottom piece and adapt-
ed to fold down into close engagement with

said bottom piece, a lid or cover, and means
for securing said lid or eover in place

- Kigure 1 represents a perspective view of
my dewce in its open position. Fig. 2 is a
longitudinal section through the same. Fig.
3 is a section on the line 2 2 of Fig. 2. Fig. 4:
is a longitudinal section -with the parts in
their closed positions. Fig. 5 is a detail per-

spective view of the lid or cover, showing the
~under side thereof.

Like reference-numerals mdwate like parts |

111 the different views. .

My improved crate is made up of a rec-
tangular bottom piece 1, having end strips
2 3 secured thereto and side strips 4 5 also
secured thereto, the strip 5 being slightly

of the strip 5 is pivoted or otherwise secured
a bail or handle 6 for convemently carrying
the crate when-the latter is in its collapsed

~condition. Hinged to the end strips 2 and 3,
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respectively, are end pieces 7 and 8, both be-

Ing adapted to fold inwardly. Hmn'ed to the
'Slde strips 4 and 5 are side pieces 9 and 10,

respectively, the side piece 9 and the side

| the side :piece 10 and the side strip .

The
inner surfaces of the side pieces 9 and 10 ad-
jacent to their outer ends are cut away, as
shown,forming shoulders 11 11, against which
the end pieces 7 and § are edepted to bear
when the box or crate is in its open position.
The said side pieces 9 and 10 are further

grooved, as shown at 12, along their inner

surfaces adjacent to their longitudinal cen-
ters, into which grooves are ada,pted to fit the
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edﬂ'es of a partltmn 13, pivoted to the bottom -

piece 1 and adapted to fold downwardly.
Secured to the outside of each of the side

pieces 9 and 10 are strips of metal 14 14, hav-

ing outwardly-extending flanges or hooks 15
15 thereon for a purpose WhlG]l will appear
herema,fter Similar strips 16, with hooks or
flanges 17 thereon, are riveted or otherwise

secured to the outside of the said strips4 and
5, respectively. Adapted to fit upon the top
surface ol the side and end pieces referred

to is a lid or cover 18, of exactly the same
size and shape as the bottom piece 1. The

sald lid has secured to its under side at points
near the outer ends thereof strips 19 19, of

metal or othersuitablemate rial, having down-
wardly-extending arms or ﬂanﬂ'es 20 at their

outer ends, which are perfora,ted as shown

at 21, for engagement with the flanges or
hooks 15 on the strips 14 or with the ﬂanﬂ'es

or hooks 17 on the strips 16. T'he said lid 18
has also secured to its under side supplemen-

‘tal strips 22 22 at opposite ends thereof, with
downwardly-extending flanges 23 upon them

against which the upper ends of the end
pieces 7 and 8 are adapted to bear to prevent
them being forced outwardly when the emte
1s in its operatlve position.

Staples 24 24 may be secured to the inner
side of the side pieces 9 10, with which cor-
responding hooks or pins 25 pivoted to the
partition 13 or to the end pieces 7 and 8, are
adapted to engage.

My mventlon is espeua,lly adapted to be

used for shipping eggs from point to point;

and it is understood, of course, that suitable

| trays are inserted on the inside of the crate

and that the layers of eggs are separated one
from the other by sheets of paper or other
suitable material. -

My device in its operative pesmon is shown

strlp 4 bemﬂ' umtedly of the same height as | in Figs. 1, 2, and 3.
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If it be desired to throw the crate into its
closed or collapsed form, the lid or cover is
first removed and the partition 13 is folded
down in close contact with the rectangular
bottom piecel. Theend piece71sthen folded
down upon the top of the partition 13, the
same fitting closely upon said partition by
reason of the fact that the height of the end
strip 2 is just equal to the thickness of the
partition 13. The paper used for separating
the different layers of the eggs 1s then placed
upon the bottom piece 1 on the side opposite
to that which is covered by the partition 15.
The end piece 8 is then folded down upon said
paper, lying in a perfectly horizontal position
in line with the end piece 7. The side piece
9 is then folded inwardly, with the side piece
10 resting upon its top surface; but a portion
of the side piece D will be covered by the side
piece 10 and an uncovered space 1s left on
the top of said side piece 9. In this space
the collapsed egg-trays are adapted to be
placed. Iinally the lid or cover 18 is placed
on top of the parts hereinbefore referred to,
with the flanges 23 on the strip 22 engaging
the outer ends of the end pleces 7and 8 and
with the flanges 17 on the strips 16 inserted
through the openings 21 1n the flanges 20.
All the parts are thus locked together in a
secure manner. The crate in its collapsed
condition is then adapted to be carried by
hand by grasping the same by the batl or
handle 6.

ITaving now deseribed my invention, what
I claim asnew, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, 1s—

1. In a shipping -crate, the combination
with a rectangular bottom piece having side
and end sirips secured thereto, one of said
sidestrips beingslightly higherthan the other,
of end pieces hinged to said end strips and
adapted to fold inwardly, side pieces hinged
to said side strips and adapted to fold in-
wardly, said side piecesand the strips to which
they are hinged being unitedly of the same
height as said end pieces and the strips to
which they are hinged, both of said side
pieces being cut away along thelr inner sur-
faces adjacent to their outer ends forming
shoulders, against which said end pieces arc

adapted to bear, and having grooves in thelr .

inner sarfaces adjacent to their vertical cen-
ters, a partition hinged to said bottom piece
adapted to fit within said grooves when it is
In its raised position, and adapted to fold
down in close contact with said bottom piece,
pins or projections on the outside of said side
strips, and of said side pieces, a lid or cover
for said crate having guides or stop-pieces at
each end, against which the upper ends of
sald end pieces are adapted to bear, and strips
of metal secured to the under side of said lid
or cover adjacent to 1ts outer ends having
downwardly-projecting flanges thereon with
openings therein, into which said pins or pro-
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jections onsaidside strips and said side pieces

are adapted to fit when said lid or coverisin
place, substantially as and for the purpose
described.

2. In a shipping - crate, the combination
with a rectangular bottom piece having side
and end strips secured thereto, one of said
side strips beingslightly higher than the other,
and having a bail or handle pivoted to theout-
side thereof, of end pieces hinged to said end
strips and adapted to fold inwardly, side
pieces hinged to saild side stripsand adapted
tofold inwardly, said side piecesand thestrips
to which they are hinged being unitedly of
the same height as said end pieces and the
strips to which they are hinged, both of said
side strips being cut away along their inner
surfaces adjacent to their outer ends forming
shoulders against which said end pieces are
adapted to bear, and having grooves in their
inner surfaces adjacent to theirlongitudinal
centers, a partition hinged to said bottom
piece adapted to fit within said grooves when
1t is 1n its raised position and adapted to fold
down 1n close contact with said bottom piece,
pins or projections on the outside of said side
strips, staples secured to said side pieces and
hooks pivoted to said end pieces, and to said
partition, adapted to engage said staples, sub-
stantially as and for the purpose described.

In testimony wherecof I have signed this

specification in the presence of two subserib-

Ing witnesses.
ROBT. LEE TEMPLEMAN.,
Witnesses: .
ALLEN W. MALLERY,
J0s. M. O’CONOR.
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