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To all whom it may conecern:

Be it known that I, WATSON N. SPRAGUE
a citizen of the Umted States, residing a,t

Greenwich, in the county of Washmn'ton and
State of New York, have invented a new and |

useful Shank for boots, Shoes, &c., of Whloh
the following is a speolﬁoatlon |

Shanks for boots, shoes, and like foot-gear
and coverings are stlﬁened by metallic strlps

applied thereto and usually secured by rivets,

tacks, or like fastenings, which require the
expenditure of a great amount of labor in a,d—

. | d1tlon to the cost of the fastenings.
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The purpose of this invention is to obwate
the use of extra fastenings for securing the
metallic stiffener to the _sha,nk and to lessen
the labor, consequently reducing the cost. of
production, and the stiffener can be narrower
and thinner, which is of advantage in the
manufacture of finer grades of shoes.

For a full understanding of the merits and
advantages of the invention reference is to
be had to theaccompanying drawin gsand the
following desorlptmn

The 1mprovement 18 susceptible of various
changes in the form, proportion, and the mi-
nor detells of eoustruetlon without departing

- from the principle or sacrificing any of the
~advantages thereof, and to a full disclosure of
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the in V@]lthIl an adeptratlon thereof is shown
in the &ooompanymﬂ‘ drawings, in which-—
Figure 1 is a perspective view of a shoe-
shank having a stiffenerapplied theretoin ac-
cordance with this invention. Fig. 2isaper-

spective view of theshank having thestiffener
removed therefrom. Fig. 3is a detail view of:

Fig. 4 1s a transverse

the shank-stiffener.

section of the shank with the et1ffener applied
thereto.

Oorrespon__dmg and like parts are referred |

to in the following description and indicated
in.the several views of the drawings by the
same reference characters.

The shank is composed of leather, leather-
board, or other material generally employed
in the manufacture of shanks and counters
for boots and shoes, said shank being of de-
sired shape and hevmn* a noteh 2 in 1te heel

for the reception of the butt-end of the stiff-

ener 9.

The stiffener is constructed of a strip of

sheet metal of proper length doubled upon |

[ itself e,n_d fitted upon the shank, so as to em-

brace the top and bottom sides thereof be-
tween its members. The strip is compara-

tively thin and narrow and isretained in place
by clenching the folded members upon oppo-

site sides of the shank, the pressure being
such as to cause the members of the sbiffener
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to become peltlally embedded in the shank, 6o

as indicated at 4.  The strip from which the
stiffener is formed may be flat or straight be-
tween its longitudinal edges, or may be con-
cavo-convex, or have any desired outline; but

1t 1s preferred to have it concavo-convex, the

concave side facing the shank and the convex
side being outermos’o whereby ease and com-
fortare secured to the wearer and the stiffener
is strengthened. After the metallic strip is
folded and fitted to the shank the latter is

| passed between rolls, which clench the stift-

ener and embed it into the material of the
shank, as will be readily understood. The

noteh 2 prevents lateral displacement of the

stiffener at the heel end of ‘the shank.

Having thus described the invention, Wnat *
18 claimed as new is—

1. The combination with a shank for boots,
shoes, &c., of a'stiffener composed of a me-
tallic strip havmg a portion folded to embrace
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the sides of theshank and clenched thereon to

retain the stiffener in place, substantially as
set forth.

2. The combination with 'a shank for boots
and shoes having a notch in one end, of a

stif]

‘ener oomposed of a metallic strip havmw

a portion folded to embrace the sides of the
shank. and clenched thereon and fitted in the

said notch, substantially as set forth.

3. In eombma,tlon a shank having a notch
in its heel, and a stﬁenel composed of a me-
tallic strlp ¢oncavo-convex in transverse sec-
tion doubled upon ifself and clenched upon
the opposite sides of the shank, and having
the folded end entering the eforesmd notoh
substontlelly as set forth ‘ |

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I have hereto affixed my swnetme
in the presence of two witnesses.

WATSON N. SPRAGUE.

Witnesses:
ANDREW MEALEY
JOHN F, SCULLY.
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