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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, WirLiAM F. KRACHT, &
citizen of the United States, residing at Mount
Clemens, in the county of Macomb and State
of Michigan, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Fall-Boards for Pi-
anos, of which the following is a specification,
reference being had therein to the accompany-
ing drawings.

The invention consists in the construction
of a cover for the keys of a pilano, which 1s
usually called the ¢ fall-board,” and particu-
larly in the construction of such board with
guides for the same, so that it may be slid
backward into the case above and clear of
the keys and entirely out of the way of the
fingers of the player; and to this end the in-
vention consists in such a sliding board ar-
ranged and constructed substantially as here-
in described.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a sectional per-
spective view of part of the keyboard of a
piano, showing my invention applied thereto
with the cover or fall-board partly open. Kig.
2 is a cross-section showing the fall-board
closed. Tig. 3is a detail section showing the
construction of the roller-bearing upon which
the fali-board preferably moves.

A is a part of the case of the piano, and I3
are the arms or ends of the keyboard-frame,
which usually projects at about the middie
of the piano and in which the keys C are sup-
ported. |

D is a fall-board or key-cover. It 1s cus-
tomary in pianos at the present time to make
various kinds of hinged fall-boards, which
turn back or up when the keys are to be un-
covered. These hinged fall-boards cost con-
siderable money to build, being usually in
several pieces, requiring hinges and other fit-
tings, besides being in the way of the musgic
or music-rack,

My construction enables me to make a fall-
board in a single piece, if desired, and to move
it inside the casing entirely out of the way
and in no way interfering with the music or
music - rack, besides dispensing with all
hinges, d&ec.

The fall-board has the top portion « and
the downwardly-bent front portion 0. At or
near its rear edge it is provided with bearings
¢, which are adapted to engage with guides

or guideways E, preferably formed in the end
boards B. These bearings may consist ol
rollers I, as shown in Fig. 3, or pins G, se-
cured to the rear of the fall-board. This
would be sufficient guide for the fall-board
except for the fact That it is necessary to

55

maintain the front edge above the keys in -

pushing it back, and T therefore provide a
ounide which will do this. The construction
which T prefer and that which I have shown
consists of guide-strips H, secured at each
end of the keyboard, besid-e the end pieces
B, and having the substantially vertical por-
tion d at its forward edge, the horizontal por-
tion e, and the inclined portion /. In the

closed position of the board front flange brests

over the vertical portion d, so as to make 1t
necessary to lift the fall-board slightly so 1t
will clear the keys before moving 1t inward,
and in thus lifting it it turns or hinges on its
rear guide. It may then be allowed to rest
upon the guide-strips H and will run along
the top thereof across the horizontal por tlon
until it comes to the inclined portion /i, upon
which it will ride, so as to 1ift the flont edge
of the flange or 1ip up into the casing and out
of view or out of the way of the player’s
fingers.

I‘or convenience of manufacture I pr Bf@l-
ably arrange an entering-slot I, connected

‘with the guide-slot E, and “Wwhen the parts are

together arrange stops J toprevent the acci-
dental lifting of the guide-rollers into the
entering-slots L

What I claim as my invention is—

1. In apiano, the combination with the case
and keys, of a **fall-board ”to cover the keys,
ounides in the ends of the case, in which bear-
ings on the rear portion of the fall-board én-
cage, and on which it may be slid 1nto the
case, and guides for the forward portion of
the board, formed and arranged to permit of
the downward movement of the forward edge
of the board when the latter is in its forward
position and to prevent said downward move-
ment while the cover is being slid back to
keep it clear of and above the keys In sueh
sliding motion. |

2. Ina piano, the combination with the case,
and keys, of a cover for the keys adapted £
beslid backward into the case above the keys,

' said cover having the downwardly-project-
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Ing portion or flanges 0, of a guide for the | slots E of the end guides II, having the hori-
rear portion of the cover, and the guides I | zontal guide portion e and the rear incline
for the front portion, having the mchne ) 1)01t1011 i the parts being arranged as .fmd

tor the purpose described. tor the purpose described.

5 3. Inapiano, the combination with the cas- In testimony whereof I affix my signature 13
ing and keys of the end boards or arms B, | in presence of two witnesses.
ha,wnﬂ‘ the guide-sliots E and the enteri mD— WILLIAM F. KRACIIT.
slots I of the fall-board having the top « and Witnesses:
‘the front ange 0, the 1011@1-]363,1111“ I at the M. B. ODOGHERTY,

1o rear of the fall-board engaged in the gulide- OTT0 IF. BARTHEL.
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