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To all whom it may concer: |

Be it known that I, WiLLiaMm H. KiMBALL,
a citizen of the United States, residing at
Jonesville,in the county of Hillsdaleand State

of Michigan, have invented certain new and |
corresponding partsin each of the several fig-

useful Improvements in Fence-Posts; and 1
do hereby declare the following to be a full,
clear, and exact deseription of the invention,
such as will enable others skilled in the artto
which it appertains to make and use the same.

My invention relates to improvements in
fence-posts of that class known to the art as
“metallic” posts, in which the post proper
and the means for supporting the same are

constructed of metal.
The object that Thave in view is to provide :
improved means of simple construction for
supporting a postrigidly and securely in place |

against vertical displacement as well as side-
wise tipping in the ground; and a further ob-

- jeet that I have in view is to provide an im-

proved construction of the post-supporting
appliances which may be used to good advan-
tage in connection with either cylindrical or
angular posts.  This adaptation of the sup-

porting means to either angular orcylindrical

~ posts is an important advantage in my con-
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struction, because a great many persons pre-
fer to use angular or V-shaped posts, while
others prefer the cylindrical or ‘‘ gas-pipe”
posts. My construction enables either style
of post to be used in connection with the one
set of post-supporting appliances, thus en-

‘abling the purchaser to replace one style of

posts with the other, 1f desired. '
To the attainment of the objects above re-

cited my invention consisis in the novel con-

struction, arrangement, and adaptation of

parts, which will be hereinafter fully de-

scribed and elaimed. -
I have illustrated the preferred embodi-
ment of my invention in the accompanying

drawings, forming a part of this specification,
' - | in position. Thisupper plate is provided with

and in which—

Figure 1 is a perspective view of my im-
provement adapted for usein connection with
~ a round post.

Fig. 2 is a similar view illus-
trating the improved construction in connec-
tion with an angular or V-shaped post. Fig.

50 3 is a detail perspective view of the bottom

plate. Fig. 4 is a detail view of the upper |

, |

]

'plate.- - Fig. 5 is an enlarged detail view,

-

partly in section, showing the means for key-
ing the upper plate and the post together;
and Fig. 6 is a detail view of the key or wedge.

Tike numerals of reference denote like and

ures of the drawings.

1 designates the bottom plate, which forms
a lower support for the post 2, and this bot-
tom plate is constructed in a manner 0o en-
able it to be used to support either round or
angular posts. I preferably make this bot-
tom plate in the form of a disk, but the par-
ticular contour of the plate is not material.
Rising centrally from the bottom plate is a
vertical boss or hub 3, which 18 made or cast

as an integral part of the plate 1, and this

vertical boss or hub is of generally ecylindrical

form, with two or more radial slots 4, which
lange which forms

open through the wall or
the boss or hub, thus adapting the bottom

plate to be used in connection with cylindrical

posts or to enable the angle or corner of a V-
shaped or other angular post to be fitted in
the notches or slots of the hub or boss. This
plate and its boss or hub are strengthened by
the reinforcement webs or flanges, which ex-
tend radially from the hub or boss to the per-
imeter of the disk-like plate and which flanges
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are cast integral with the boss and the plate.

The bottom plate is further provided with a
seriesof vertical apertures 6, disposed in pairs

| on opposite sides of the reinforcement webs
or flanges of the base, and these apertures

provide for the convenient attachment of the

inclined stays 7, presently deseribed more

fally. |
8 designates the upper plate, which is con-
siderably smaller in size (diameter) than the

| bottom plate and which is arranged in verti-

cal alinement with the bottom plate to enable
it to be used in connection therewith and with
the brace rods or stays to firmly hold the post

a vertical opening which is surrounded by a

flange 9, forming a central hub, and said plate

is strengthened by the radial webs 10, made
integral with the plate and its flange. The
upper plate is also provided with a series (two

or more) of radial notches 11, in either of

which may be fitted one of the angles or cor-

QG

95

100




° - 602,807

‘ners of an angular post when such a postis|

~ employed, and one of these radial notches is

also adapted to receive a fastening key or
The upper plate is fmther pro-
| Vlded near 1ts edge, with a series of vertical -
apertures 13, thmufrh which are passed the

wedge 12.

- upper ends of the melmed stays 7.

. IO

~ and lower plates, after which the earth is
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- To enable apost,whether anﬂ'ulm or cyhn— .
drical in form, to be used in connectlon with
the plates, I p_l_omde the post at or near the

- point where the upper plate 8 is to be fitted
~ thereon with a notch or kerf 14, which is to

- be adjusted in & manner to ren*lster or coin- |

- cide with one of the radial notehes 11 in the

upper plate, and the wedge or key 12 is adapt-

ed to be fitted in the seat for med by the notch
~or kerf 14 in the post.
- this wedge or key with the curved edges, as
. shown by Fig. 6 of the dr awings, because such
20

I prefer to construct

constr uctlon enables the key to be inserted

and driven into place to good adv antage and
‘to bind tightly against t.he post and the upper
The lower plate is placed in position
in the ground, the post adjusted thereto, the
top plate 18 adgusted to the post to oeccupy the
~proper position thereon above the bottom
- plate, the key is driven into place, and the

plate

braces or stays are then attached to the upper

thrown around the post to cover the bottom

~plate and the post up to about the level of the
| T'he parts are thus anchored

firmlyand solidlyin the ground,and the broad.
‘bottom plate prevents any tendeney of the

post to become displaced in a vertical direc-
tion.

‘The use of the inclined stays between
the broad and narrow upper plates overcomes
any tendency of the post to cant or tilt side-
wise in the ground, and the parts are coupled

together in a Vely substantial and secure

manner,

My improvements are exceedingly Slmple_

in construction, as each plate may be cast in
a single pilece Wlthout undue weight of metal,
and they involve a minimum amount of ma-.
chine or hand work to finish or otherwise
adapt them for service. The parts compris-

ing the improved support for the post may be

18

quickly and easily assembled together for
service by any one unskilled in the calling,
and the fact that the plates may be used in
connection with either style of post is an im-
portant factor, as it is optional with the pur-
chaser whether he shall employ anfrular or

cylindrical posts.

Letters Patent, 1s— -
1. The combination with a post of a 1101 i-

_zonta,l bottom plate having a socket in which |
itted the foot of the post an upper plate
fitted on said postindependently of thelower
plate and arranged- parallel to said lower
plate, and a series of stay-rods attached to |
the upperand lower posts, whereby the upper
plate may be positioned on the post according

Itis evident that slight ehan ges in the form
and proportion of pa,lts and in the detailed
construction may be made without departing
‘from the spirit or sacr ificing. the advantaweb o

_-_of my invention.

o
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Having thus fully descllbed my mventmn o
what I elmm as new, and deswe to secure by IR

to the ground-line and be held thereon in
proper pOSlthIl bythe stays, substantmlly as

descnbed

- The combin atlon of a lower pl&te having
a mdmlly-notehed socket, an upper plate also :
having a radially -no‘rched aperture, an angu- =
lar post fitted to said plates with its corners

5

adapted to the notches therein, and means :

for holding said plates in 110'1d relation to

described.

3. The combma‘blon of a lowel plate pro-
~vided with a step-bearing, a post fitted tosaid

bearing, an upper plate fitted to the post in-
dependently of the lower plate, a key fitted
to the post and the upper plate to hold the
latter firmly in place on the post, and stays
attached to the plates, substantially as de-
seribed.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.

WILLIAM H. KIMBALL.

Witnesses:

S. D. MCNEAL,
N. J. RICHARDS.

o ._ -
sald post and to each other snbstantmlly as. .
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