(No Model.) B o

_ . W.F. JOENSTON. ' '
DEVICE FOR ATTACHING STAMPS, SEALING LETTERS, &e.

No. 602,806, Patented Apr. 19, 1898.

J.
it e
K = =
By e =
=AY
i
z S
== = .mmnuum!lﬂml .E;:.I J_ [
il ¢ 2 I S
i) N
AR ...
F

| rﬁngeyﬁr
W&d}f F @’5(77%95" Zﬁy

2y %WW |

< %fydgy

THE NURRIZ PETINS CQ., PHOTOAUITHI, waSHINGTORN, D. &,




10

L5

UNITED STATES

PaTeEnT OFFICE.

WILLIAM F. JOHNSTON, OF PHILADELPHIA, PEXNSYLVANIA, ASSIGNOR OF
ONE-HALF TO ROSCOE WALTON, OF SAME PLACE.. '

DEVICE FOR ATTACHING STAMPS, SEALING LETTERS, &c.

SFECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent INo. 602,806, dated April 19, 1898,
I Application filed June 5, 1897, Rerial No. 639,621, (No model.)

To all whom it mal concerm.: |

Be it known that I, WILLIAM K. JOHNSTON,

a citizen of the United States, residing at
Philadelphia, in the county of Philadelphia
and State of Pennsylvania, have invented a
certain new and useful Improvement in De-

vices for Attaching Stamps, Sealing Letters,

and the Like, of which the following isa speci-
fication. | |

My invention relates to a new and useful
improvementin devicesfor attaching stamps,
sealing letters, and the like, and has for its
object to provide a simple, cheap, and effect-

ive device by means of which moisture may
be applied tostamps and the same forced into

contact with the surfaces to which they are
to be attached, and also to apply moisture to
the sealing-flap of an envelop and hold the
same in firm contact with the remainder of
the envelop until it has become thoroughly
sealed thereto. |

YWith these endsin view thisinvention con-
sists in the details of construction and combi-
nation of elements hereinafter set forth, and

then specifically designated by the claims.
-~ Inorderthatthoseskilled in the art to which

this invention appertains may understand

“how to make and use the same, the construc-

tion and operation will now be described In .
detail, referring to the accompanying draw-

ings, forming a part of this specification, in

which—

Figure 1 is a side elevation of myimprove-
ment, illustrating the use thereof; I1ig. 2, a
central vertical section of the device in its
normal condition; Fig. 3, an enlarged end
view of the moistening-tube when removed
from the case; Fig. 4, a section of the mois-

tener in active position, and Fig. 5 a bottom
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" in its otherwise closed end.
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view of the completed device.

In carrying out my invention as here em-
bodied I provide a presser-lock A,which may
be of any convenient or desired shape, pref-
erably having flat surfaces B thereon for the
easy grasping by the hand, as shown 1n Fig.
1, and this block is hollow and has a slot C
The reservoir-

tube D is adapted to fit within the block and
slide vertically therein and is held against re-
traction and rotation by the serews E, which
pass through the block and project within |

the grooves F, as clearly shown in Iig. 2.
Coil-springs G are interposed between the
bottom of the block and the lower end of the
tube, thus normally holding said tube In an
elevated position, and these springs are pre-
vented from displacement by means of the
lugs H and L. | | |
Formed in the lower end of the reservoir-

tube is a passage-way J, which is rectangular

in cross-section, and within this is fitted the
moistener K, which consists of a conveyer L,
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having a spring-plate M projecting upward

therefrom and to a considerable distance with-
inthe passage J, the upper end of said plate be-
ing inturned, as clearly shown, so as to bear
against one wall of this passage. Within the

conveyer are secured the feed-strips N,ot any

‘suitable fabrie, and between these strips is

placed a sponge or other absorbent material
O, the lower end of the feed-strips projecting
beyond the lower end of the conveyer and
thus forming the flexible foot P, by means ot

‘which the moisture fed downward to this point

may be applied to the desired surface. The

‘lower end of the passage-way has one of ifs

walls inturned, as indicated at Q, the object
being to normally prevent the downward fiow
of water by the action of the spring-plate M,
which will hold the conveyer tightly against
this inturned portion Q, thus compressing the
feed-strips at this point and preventing the
passage of the moisture.

A rubber tube R is stretched around the
‘moistener and extends upward upon the walls
of the passage-way, as clearly shown, the ob-
ject of which is to prevent leakage and also
to avoid transmitting moisture to the hands
or other objects that may come in contact
with the sides of the moistener, and this tube
will also assist in holding the moistenerin ifs
normal position, as shown in Fig. 2, and this
tube will prevent the deflecting of the mois-
tener when 1n use.: |

When the moistener is in its normal posi-
tion, the water will readily low down through
the passage-way to the point Q, when 1t will
be prevented from further downward fiow
antil the moistener is deflected, as shown in
Fig. 4, when an opening will be formed at this
point and permit the water to gain access to
the sponge O or other absorbent material lo-
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. eated between the feed-strips,by which means
- -the moisture will be conveyed downward to
- the foot P automatically at every operation.

of the device, as will be readily understood.
"~ The reservoir D is. adapted to-be filled and "

| '--ClObed by a screw-threaded cap S run. upon
~the upper end of the reservoir-tube, Whleh is-

there threaded for that purpose.

1O

- In practice the device is grasped w1th ’rhe
hand in such manner that the block A isheld
firm, while the forefinger is placed upon the

:__upper end of the reservoir-tube, after which-

1t will be seen that the m01stener may be

freely applied to the surface in either direc-

‘tion, after the manner of a brush, by simply |

o foremn' the tube downward until sald mois-
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.~ tener ext_er.lds through the slot C, and after

- this has been -aecomplished the --relea,-se of
Ppressure upon the upper end of thetube will-
permit it to be forced upward by the springs
G, and then the bottom surface of the block
~may be utilized as a presser to affix the stamps |
orseal the flap of the envelop or any otherlike
“From this itisobvious thatstamps
-may be meistened and applied without re-.
moving the device from the hand, thereby

purpose.

o frreatly faclhta,tmﬂ* 1ts opel atmn as also the
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devwe 1S not in use it ma,y be 1a1d upon the
. desk without fear of its injuring or interfer- -
- ing with other objects, since the moisteneris -
R -_nornmlly retmeted Wlbhm the block, as shown |
. 1n Big. 2.

My improvement maybe made of any suit-

able material as well as of any design or size
%o suitthe femcy of the manufacturer or user,
- and its cost is Sma,ll whﬂe 1ts. utmty 1S ex- -

o ceedingly great.
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As shown in Fig. 5, the ﬂat sur faees B Upon .

the sides of the presser-block providestraight
edges, which will facilitate the severing of

stamps and the like by simply placmﬂ' the

presser-block upon one stamp of a series, so
that the straight edge lies upon the leldlnﬂ"-

line, and then drawing away the remalnder

Havmcr thus fully described my invention,
what I elmm as new and useful is—
1. In a device of the character deseribed, a

[ reservoir - tube, a conveyer, a
formed

strips, and &

reservoir-tube having a passage-way leading
therefrom, an inturned edge formed by one
‘wall of the passage-way, a conveyer flexibly
secured to the tube, a spring-plate formed
-with.the conveyer and projecting into the pas-

‘sage-way, and an absorbent material -s'eem-ed-
in the conveyer, substantially as set forth.-

2. In a device of the character described, a

‘thereon - and-

an absorbent mateual confi ned between the

plaee substantially as descmbed

3. Theherein-deseribed combm&tmn of the
presser-block A, areservoir-tube fitted there- 6:
in, means forforecing said tubeupward, means -
for- preventing the complete withdrawal of
‘the tube from the block, a moistener consist-
‘ing of a conveyer, a Spllﬂﬂ'—-plate projecting -
therefrom within a passage-wayleading from-
‘the reservoir, feed-strips of fabric secured -
~within the 'eonvevel and projecting into the -
reservolr, an a,bsm bent material arranged be-

tween the feed -strips, a- foot formed by said
“rubber tube stretched around
|'the moistener, substa,ntmlly as - and fm the.. _.
purpose set f()r'th |

- spring - plate"'
projecting upward
through a passage leading from the reservoir,
Teed - strlps ranning thronﬂ‘h the conveyer,

strips, and means for holding the eonveyel in
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4. In combm&tmn Wlth a devwe of the chal— .

:a,etel__desenbed, a moistener consisting of a
-plate formed with said.
| eonveyerand projecting upward within a pas-
{ sage-way leading from the reservoir, an in-
turned edge formed by one wall of the pas-
‘sage-way, feed -strips running through the
conveyer and projectinginto the reservoir,ab-
| sorbent material eonﬁned between the stups -_

gonveyer, a spring

and a rubber tube stretched around the mois-
tener, substantially as and for the purpose
set forth
In testlmony whereof I have hereunto af-
fixed my signaturein the presence of two sub-
scribing witnesses.
| WILLIAM F. JOHNSTON.
Witnesses: . -
S, 8. WILLIAMSON,
SAMUEL L. TAYLOR.
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