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To all whom it may concermn:

Be it known that I, HENRY BRAASCH, & citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Los An-
ageles, in the county of Los Angeles and State
of California, have invented new and useful
Improvements in Ballot-Boxes, of which the
following 1s a specification.

My invention relates particularly to those
devices which are adapted for casting ball-
ballots in lodges for the purpose of voting
upon the admission of members or other ques-
tions. o

One object of my invention 1s to produce a
ballot-box of this class which will be abso-
lutely and unvaryingly secret in 1ts opera-
tion, so that a person standing close beside
one casting a ballot will be unable to discern
whether a white ball or a black ball is cast,
and yet there will be no liability of the per-
son vobing making a mistake in the charac-
ter of the ballot cast by him.

A further object of my invention is to pro-
duce a ballot-box of this class which will be
compact, simple, easy to manipulate and in-
spect, and in which each time a vote is cast
the box will be moved or jarred, so that in
case the balls should stick or lodge in the
raceways they will thereby be dislodged and
the proper feeding of the balls insured.

Myinvention comprises the features of con-
struction and combinations of parts herein-
after fully set forth, whereby I accomplish
these ends.

The accompanying drawings illustrate my
invention.

Figure 1 is a side elevation of a ballot-box
constructed according to my Invention, hav-
ing one side of the outer casing removed
therefrom toexposethe arrangement of parts.
Fig. 2 is a like view from the other side of
the box. Fig. 3 18 a front elevation of the
same with the front of the outer case re-
moved., Kig.41isa plan view of my improved
ballot-box. |

In the drawings, A represents the case of
my improved box, which is open at the top
and 1s provided at the bottom with a drawer
A',which is adapted toreceive the balls which
are cast in voting and which can be removed
from the case and its contained balls exhibit-
ed to the presiding officer.

B represents a frame which is adapted to

| fit loosely within the case and which com-

prises a cover B',which is adapted to partially
close the open top of the case A, a centrally-
arranged partition D, depending from the
cover, and an end piece C, arranged trans-
verse the partition and,when the frame 1s in
place in the case, to divide the case into two
chambers ¢ and o', respectively, one of such
chambers, ¢, being the chamber containing
the ball-holdingracewaysand the other cham-
ber, a’, Torming an open-topped recess within
which is chambered the keys which actuate
the ballot-casting devices. Ibelow the keys 1
arrange a shelf .to conceal the drawer from
view and to preventthe entrance of any balls
excepting those which pass through the ball-
dropping devices.

Upon oneside of the partition D 18 provided
a raceway ¢ for the white balls F. To secure
oreater capacity within a limited space, this
raceway 18 made of independent oppositely-
inclined sections d’, arranged in the same ver-
tical plane and connected with each other by
short curves d’’. At the bottom of this race-
way is arranged a slide I, which i1s provided
with a ball pocket or recess ¢, adapted to re-
ceive and chamber a single ball at a time.
Thisslide reciprocates vertically, and aspring
¢ is arranged to hold the slide in its normally-
elevated position. A keye''issecured to the
slide and projects into the recessa’. On the
other side of the partition D is arranged a
raceway D', which is adapted to receive the
black balls V. This raceway is not of such
oreat length as the raceway d for the white
balls, for the reason that a small number of
black balls is ordinarily enough to defeat the
proposition being voted upon. If 1t is de-
sired, however, the raceway for the black balls
may be arranged similarto the raceway shown
for the white balls. The lower end of this
raceway is closed by a slide E', which is ar-
ranged the same as the slide which closes the
lower end of the raceway d. Thisslideis pro-
vided with a ball-pocket ¢ and a spring ¢
and a key ¢'’,which also projects into the re-
cess a. |

The key ¢ is normally higher than the key
e'’, and thereby the device is so arranged that
when the person voting inserts his hand into
the recess or pocket a' to operate the keys

 the second finger will be naturally brought
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into position to operate the lower key e
while the first finger, which 1s shorter than
the second finger, will be brought into posi-
tion to operate ythe higher keye d By swing-
ing either finger out of the path of its respec-
twe key the other fi nger 1s left free to oper-
ate 1ts key without any extra movement of
the hand to disclose which key has been op-
erated. "This insures absolute secrecy, and
even though a person is standing alongside of
the person voting he will be unable to discern
which key is operated by the voter. DBy hav-
ing the hand-receiving recess open at the top
the voteris enabled to see the keys. The key
e'”, which controls the raceway carrying the
black balls, is colored black, while the other
key ¢ is white.

T'he ball pocket or recess ¢ of each slide has
its bottom K" arranged inclined in a direc-
tion opposite the inclination of the lower see-
tion of the ball-raceways, so that when a key
18 actuated to carry a slide down into the po-
sition shown in dotted lines in Figs. 1 and 2
the ball will roll out of the pocket and into
the drawer.

In order toinsure that there shall be no va-
riation in the sound of the alarm-bell, which
1s sounded whenever a vote is cast, I provide
but a single bell G for the box and arrange
intermediate means connecting each of the
ball-dropping devices with such bell, so that
the operation of either slide will sound the
bell. To accomplish this, I provide the bell-
hammer lever G’ with a transverse arm ¢, one
end of which projects through a slot ¢’ in the
partition D, and I provide the slides E K
with spring-hooks I1 H', respectively, which
are each adapted to engage with its respective
end of the transverse arm of the lever and to
carry such lever downward until the hook
slips off from the arm, when the coiled spring
"', which is secured at one end to the parti-
tion D and at its other end to the transverse
arm g, carries the bell-lever back into 1S nor-
mal position, as shown in Fig. 1, and the
weight of the bell- hammer carries such ham-
mer down until it strikes against the bell and
sounds the alarm. The spring-hooks H H'
each carry the bell-lever downward the same
distance before the hook slips from its en-
gagement with the transverse bar, so that no
matter which slide 1s actuated the stroke de-

livered against the bell is the same, and it is

1mpossible for one to discover from the sound
of the bell whether a white ball or a black
ball has been cast. When the pressure upon
the key is removed, the spring ¢’ carries the
slide backinto its normally-elevated position.

In practice the balls are placed in the ma-
chine through the openings I and I’, which
commaunicate, respectively, with the raceways
dand D'. When the balls are in place with-
in the raceways, the frame D is removed from
the case A and both sides thereof exhibited
to the presiding officer, the transparent walls
J of the raceways allowing the officer to ob-
serve all the balls In both raceways. The
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drawer 18 also removed from the case and ex-
hibited to the presiding officer. Then the
drawer 1s replaced 1n the case, after which
the frame 1s placed 1n the case, as shown in
the drawings, and the device is ready for op-
eration. When a member wishes to cast a
ballot, he places his right hand in the recess
«', and if he wishes to cast & white ballot he
operates the key ¢ with his forefinger. If
he wishes to cast a black ballot, he operates
the key ¢'’ with the second finger, the vary-
ing height of the keys bringing them into con-
venient position forthis to bedone. Dystand-
ing close to the box and looking down into
the recess ¢’ the voter can observe the keys
and 1s not liable to make a mistake in cast-
ing a ballot. By reason of the frame fitting
loosely in the case when a key is actuated to
drop a ball the frame tilts, as indicated in
dotted lines in Ifig. 1, the front end of the
cover acting as a falerum upon which it
swings, so that when the key is released the
frame falls back into its normal position, the
cover engages with the case, and should any
of the balls be lodged in the raceways they
are thereby jarred loose, so as to insure proper
feeding of the balls to the ball-dropping de-
vice.

In order to prevent a voter from acciden-

tally operating both keys at once, I arrange a
suitable wbmtmﬂ dog I¢, which is pwoted to
the end C of the fmme B and is adapted to
project alternately into notehes & &/, provided
in the actuating-slides I& X', and to prevent
both slides from being pushed down at once—
thatistosay, when the slide Eis pushed down,
a8 111(11(3.2Lted in dotted lines in Fig. 3, the do'ﬁ
is swung into the notch 4 in the sllde E', s
that sueh slide 1s locked against downwmd
movement until the slide K shall have re-
turned to its normal position to thus allow
the dog to swing into the notch & when the
slide E' is depressed.

By reason of the bell giving an alarm when-
ever a ballot is cast 1t becomes unnecessary
to provide a large number of balls, since when
a member votes the fact 1s disclosed by the
bell, and if no black balls are cast it is clear
that no one voted adversely.
though the supply of white balls be inade-
quate to cast the number of ballots required
the fact is apparent that no adverse votes
have been cast if no black balls appear in the
drawer. The bottom of the drawer should
be cushioned, so that the ball will make no
noise when dropped, and when this is done
only one raceway for black balls need be pro-
vided and all favorable votes registered solely
by the bell.

If desired or found advantageous, the race-
ways may be formed in the shape of a tube
with one side cut away to expose the balls,
and I wish it to be understood that I do not
limit my invention to any special construe-

tion of the raceways, it only being essential

that the balls be exposed to view. The modi-

- fications will, however, be apparent to those
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versed in the art, and illustration thereof is
unnecessary herein.

Now, having described my invention,what
I claim asnew, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is—

1. A ballot-box provided with ball-race-
waysand with ball-dropping devices arranged
to feed one ball at a time from the raceways,
the box being adapted and arranged to tilt
when the ball-dropping devices are actuated,
substantially as and for the purpose set forth.

2. A ballot-box comprising a case open at
the top; a frame arranged to fit loosely with-
1n such case; ball-raceways, ball-dropping
devices arranged to feed one ball at a time
from the raceways, and an alarm, all carried
by such frame, such frame being adapted to
tilt within the case when the ball-dropping
devices are actuated to drop a ball, substan-
tially as set forth.

3. A ballot-box provided with a hand-re-
celving recess open at the top; ballot-record-
ing devices arranged to record favorable and

- adverse ballots; two keys arranged within the
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recess and adapted to actuate the ballot-re-
cording devices, one of such keys being ar-
ranged mnormally higher than the other key
in order to adapt the keys for being actuated
respectively by fingers of different lengths.
4. A ballot-box comprising a case open at
the top; a removable frame arranged to fit
within such case; ball-raceways carried by
such frame and adapted to expose the balls

to view when the frame is removed from the

case; ball-dropping devices, one arranged to
drop balls from each of said raceways; an
alarm-bell; and suitable intermediate means
connecting the ball-dropping devices with
the alarm - bell and adapted to sound such
bell when either of such ball-dropping de-
vices 1s actuated. |

5. In a ballot-box, the combination set
forth of the case open atthe top and provided
in its bottom with a removable drawer; a
frame arranged to fit within the case and to

close the top thereof, and provided with a
partition; ball-raceways, one arranged upon
each side of said partition, and having their
outer sides closed by a transparent cover; re-
ciprocating slides arranged to feed balls, one
at a time respectively, from the raceways;
keys arranged to actuate the reciprocating
slides; springs arranged to return the slides
to their normal position; and a suitable alarm
arranged to be sounded when either of said
slides 1s operated.

6. A ball-ballot box comprising the combi-
nation of the case; the removable frame com-
prising the cover adapted to partially cover
the open top of the case, a partition depend-
ing from such cover, and an end depending
from such cover transverse the partition and
arranged to leave a recess at one end of the
case; ball-raceways carried by the frame;
ball-dropping devices carried by the frame
and adapted to be actuated to discharge one
ballata time from said racewaysrespectively;
keys projecting into the recess and adapted
to actuate the ball-dropping devices; and a
shelf arranged below the keys, substantially
as set forth.

7. In a ball-ballot box, the combination set
torth of the inclined ball-raceway; the verti-
cally-reciprocating slide arranged to close the
end of the raceway and provided with the

ball-pocket, the lower wall of such pocket be-

ing inclined in a direction opposite the incli-
nation of the raceway.

8. A ball-ballot box comprising a case, and
a removable frame arranged to be chambered
in the case and provided with a ball-raceway
and a ball-feeding device arranged to feed
one ball at a time from such raceway into
the case, such raceway being adapted to ex-
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pose all the balls to view when the frame is 83

removed from the case.
HENRY BRAASCH.
Witnesses: |

W. A. ROBERTS,
ALFRED I. TOWNSEND.
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