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To all whom it may concern:

Be 1t known that I, JOSEPH B. MAY, & citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Lexing-
ton, in the county of Favette and State of Ken-

5 tucky, have invented certain new and useful
Improvements in Mail-Bag Locks; and I do
hereby declarethefollowingtobea full, clear,
and exact description of the invention, such as
will enable others skilled in the art to which

o 1t appertains to make and use the same.

My invention relates to improvements in
locks, and more especially mail-bag locks.

It has for its object to greatly simplify the
construction of the parts and to materially

15 lessen thecostof manufacture; also, to facili-
tate the locking and unlocking of the same
and torender them more efficient in their lock-
ing action.

To these ends the invention consists of a

20 Sectional locking-bar, with its sections suit-
ably articulated, having a peculiarly - con-
structed hasp or clasp adapted to compassor
clasp one edge of the mail-bag simultaneously

with the shooting or projecting of the bolts |

25 and to simultaneously retract the bolts with
the unclasping action of the hasp; also, in the
peculiarity of the construction and actuation
of the bolts carried by said locking-bar, and

in certain minor details of the construection of

3o the parts,all substantiallyashereinafter more
fully disclosed, and specifically pointed out by
the claims.

In the embodiment of my invention 1 em-
ploy asliding locking-baractuated by and con-

353 nected to a hasp or clasp pivoted to a suit-
able base piece or plate on the mail bag or
pouch and adapted to compass or clasp the

bag,and providesaid locking-bar with pivoted

bolts having normally -inclined forward or
40 free ends sliding or guided in keepers to give
sald bolts an initial downward movement as
they are projected through the locking-sta-
ples of the bag or pouch flap and to return
them to thelr for mer position as they are re-
45 tracted in effecting the unlocking operation.

In the accompanying drawings, 111ustmtlnn'
animproved way—oneamong others——-—mfor car-
rying oub or practicing my invention, Figure

1 1s a side view of theinvention. Fig. 21isa

5o similar view thereof, showing the parts un-
locked. Fig. 3isacross-section taken through |

| a keeper, including other parts.

Fig. 4 1s a
longitudinal or horizontal section through the
same parts. Fig. 5 is an enlarged detail view
showing particularly the manner of securing
the keepers for the locking-bar and its bolts
upon the bag or pouch. Fig. 6 1s a detailed
perspective view of the locking devices at the
edge of the bag or pouch opposite that en-
gaged by theclasp orhasp. Kig. 7is a detalled
perspective view showing prmclpally the hasp
or clasp.

A refers tothe shdmo* locking-bar,composed
of laterally artlculated or Jomted sections, so
made as to possess it of a degree of ﬂexlbﬂlty
in keeping with that ot the bag or pouch.
The locking-bar A is arranged to slide in

keepersor castin gs Bin the upper rectangular

portions b thereof, fastened or secured to the
leather ¢ of the bag or pouch, and said lock-

ing-barhasalsolaterallyarticulated or jointed
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to it a peculiarly-constructed hasp or clasp

C. It will be seen that as the locking-bar
A is slid or moved rearward as the hasp is
released in opening the pouch or bag the
keepers B, or rather their upper portions 0,
are adapted to house or cover the joints be-
tween the sections of said locking-bar, as seen
in Fig, 2, and thus provide a,wa,mst the flexure
or infolding of the mouth of said bag or pouch
when suspended with its mouth open 1in po-
sition for the ready reception of mail. The
connection between said locking-barand hasp
or clasp is effected, preferably, by means of a
link ¢,pivoted thereto at its ends,respectively,
while the hasp or clasp is itself pivoted or
hinged at each side of said link to a base-
plate C', riveted or bolted to the leather a,
so as to permit it to be turned horizontally
thereon in a eircumsecribed arch and without
it the sliding of said locking-bar within cer-
tain limits.
than a right angle. Itistwo right angles, be-
ing three-sided, with one side elonﬂ'a,ted and
having an oblong aperture therein to receive
a staple (not shown) secured to the leather
at one side of the bag mouth or opening and
passing through an opening in the leather at
the opposite side of said bag-mouth, as usual.
The tip end of the hasp or clasp is preferably
curved outward, as at ¢*,to permit it to readily
ride upon the staple and bring the opening

The hasp or Gla,sp C 18 more
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1

bt ot sawd-hasp into alinement with isaid staple,

platesand keepers—to prevent embedding of 11

it g arm of a right-angled: section or bracket A5 [ going, is exceedingly simple and yet effective 1111

shank portions of bolts or ‘dogs D D, one to Pa‘teni‘l-—-

L Ina

| the slidin

oridogs D to:give the latter an initial down- |

ward movement as the locking-bar is moved
forward to readily effect the engagement of
the bolts or dogs with the pouch-flap staples
e, passing transversely through the keepers
B, as seen, in effecting the locking operation.

The bottom portions of the keepers B are
upwardly inclined, as at 0% to engage the
lowerinclined portionsof the bolts D tothrow
them upward as the locking-bar A is moved
rearward to cause them to lie close up to the
latter, well out of the way, topreventthe lia-
bility of the bolts tearing or injuring the im-
mediately adjacent portions of the bag or
pouch. |

As an incidental feature of my invention
the bolts D may be laterally beveled, as at
d', so that should they happen to partially
stand In the line of the insertion of their
staples by reason of more or less accidental
forward movement of the locking or sliding
bar A the staples contracting said beveled
surfaces will readily push the bolts aside and
pass through -the keepers ready for engage-
ment with said bolts; also, as an expediency
the plate K or washers provided for securing
the keepers B in place have the edges of the
openings therein beveled at such an angle,
~as at f, as to bind against the inelined edges
of the struck-up points or fastenings ' on the
backs of the keepers B at a predetermined
distance—a distance equal to the intervening

thickness of leather between said backing |

2. In a mail-bag lock, the combination of
the sliding locking-barcarrying pivoted bolts,
having inclined lower portions and keepers or
housings arranged around the staple-receiv-
Ing openings of the bag or pouch and having
upward inclined portions to engage the lower
inelined portions of said bolts to elevate the
forward ends of said bolts when said locking-
bar is slid or moved rearward, substantially
as set forth.

3. In a mail-bag lock, the combination of
the sliding locking-bar carrying pivoted bolts
having lower inclined portions, keepers or
housings arranged around the staple-receiv-
Iing openings of the bag or pouch, and adapted
to receive said inclined portions of the bolts,
and the clasp compassing the edge of the bag
or pouch and hinged at one edge to the base-
plate and having a link connection with said
sliding bar, substantially as set forth.

4. In a mail-bag lock, the combination of

the sliding loeking-bar carrying pivoted bolts

having lower inclined portions, keepers or
housings arranged around the staple-receiv-
ing openings of the bag or pouch and adapted

to recelve said inclined portions of the bolts,

the clasp or hasp pivoted at one edge to the
base-plate and having a link connection with
one end of said locking-bar, said bar having
at1ts opposite end a lateral arm provided with
& pin, and a right-angled plate applied to the
bag or pouch and having an aperture to re-
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ceive sald lateral pin, substantially as speci- | ing rabbeted forward edges to form a rest

ed.

5. In a mail-bag lock, the combination of
the sectional locking-bar carrying bolts, the
housings or keepers arranged around the sta-
ple-receiving openings of the bag and adapted
to receive said bolts, said housings or keepers
also adapted to house the joints between the
sections of said locking-bar when the latter
1s slid or moved rearward for the purpose set
forth.

6. In a mail-bag lock, the combination of
thelocking-bar having pivoted bolts provided
with lower inclined portions, the housings or
keepers arranged around the staple-receiving
openings of the bag and adapted to receive
sald inclined portions of the bolts, also hav-

G:

and guard for the free end of said locking-
bar, substantially as set forth.

7. In a mail-bag lock, the combination of
the locking-bar having at one end a hasp or
clasp and at its other end a lateral arm pro-
vided with a pin, and the right-angled plate
or bracket provided with an aperture to re-
celve said pin, as the locking-bar is moved
forward, substantially as specified.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.

JOSEPH B. MAY.

Witnesses:
HENRY E. COOPER,
J. WM. MISTER.
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