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To all whom it may concerr:

Be it known that I, FRANK A. BROWN re-
siding at West Pike, in the county of Potter
and State of Pennsylvania have invented a
new and useful Mail-Bag, of which the follow-
Ing is a specification.

ThlS Invention relates to certain improve-
ments in mail-bags, and more particularly
to an improved fastening or 1001{1110' means

10 therefor.
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An object of the invention is to provide a
mail - bag that can be quickly closed and
locked 1n a shorter time than heretofore.

Another object of my invention is to pro-
vide a mail-bag that can be quickly opened
or closed and also be provided with certain
means whereby there will be no possibility of
any of the contents thereof shppmn* out of
the same.

A further object of the invention is to pro-
vide a mail-bag so constructed that the upper

edges thereof will be considerably strength-

ened against wear and tear.

With these and other objects in view my
invention consists in certain novel features
of construction and in combinations and ar-
rangements of parts more fully described

hereinafter and particularly pointed out in

the claim.

Referring to the accompanying drawings,
11111stmt1110 my invention, Figure 1 is a per-
spective view of my device in Opemtive post-

tion closed and ready to receive a lock. Fig.

2 1s a perspective view showing the bag open;
and g, 3 is a view, partly in section, on the
lines 2 2 of Kig. 1.

In carrying out my invention I have shown

a maill-bag A, composed of any suitable ma-
terial, having a stiff base or bottom, the lower

edges of the material comprising the bag be-

1ing preferably riveted, as shown at B, to the
side edges of the base.

C indicates the sides of the bag, which are
riveted together, as shown, to a point near
the upper portlon thereof, so as to provide
for the opening D of the baa Secured tothe
inner portions of the opening and to the sides
thereof are the tongues L, the same being
provided with the bmee or stiffening rod F

on its upper portion and riveted thereto SO
as to hold the same in the desn'ed p051t10n
These tongues fold into the opening of the |

[

bag as the same is closed, thereby preventing

any possibility of the lettels dropping through -

the bag at this point.

G H indicate the upper part of the bag.
Riveted or otherwise secured to the portion
G is a casing I, of any suitable metal, the
same having its outer portion secured to the
outside of the bag and then bent over, so as
to form an inner opening J, for the purpose
hereinafter described. 'This casing carries a
handhold I' on the outside and in 1ts upper
central bent-over portion a slot or opening
K. The part H of the bag has a similar cas-
ing or plate L secured thereto, but has no
open space, the lower edges of the same be-
ing securely fastened to the bag.

M represents a staple prefel ably formed
integral with the upper surface of the case
H, and N indicates a loop on the outer edge
thereof.

The operation of the device is as follows:
The bag is first filled, and when 1t 1s desired
to close and lock the same the plate L, carry-
ing the staple M, is slipped into the opening
of the casing I until the staple has passed
completely through the slot of the same. The
bag will then be securely closed, as the same
in closing will force the tongues E to fold
within the opening of the bag. Anysuitable
lock or fastening means can be then passed
through the staple M and the loop N.

The invention 1s very simple in consfruc-
tion and can be easily manufactured at a

‘slight cost, and theé. bag can be opened or
'closed in a very short space of time.

Having thus fully described my invention,
what I clann as new, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, is—

A mail-bag havmn* the top Openmg, the side
flaps, the tongues secured to the inner sides
thereof, the brace-lods riveted to the upper
portlom of the tongues, the casing 1 secured
to the upper portion G, an opening J formed
within said casing, the opening K through
the central part thereof, and a hook M formed
integral with the upper edge of the plate L
secured to the upper portion H of the bag, as

and for the purpose set forth.

I, A. BROWN
Witnesses:

C. H. HAXTON,
M. V. GRIGSBY.
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