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1o all whom it muay concern:

Be it known that I, EUGENE E. PRATT, a
citizen of the United States, residing at An-
dover, inthe county of Dayand State of South
Dakota, have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvementsin Folding Boxes; and Ido
hereby declare the following tobea full, clear,
and exact deseription of the invention, such
as will enable others skilledin the art to which
1t appertains to make and use the same, ref-
erence being had to the accompanying draw-
ings, forming a part of this specification.

This invention relates to new and useful
Improvementsin folding boxesorfruit-crates:
and it consists in the construction and ar-
rangement of parts, as hereinafter fully set
forth, and pointed out particularly in the
claim., .

1he object of the invention is to provide a
box for the shipment of eggs, fruit, dry goods,
and other merchandise that shall be cheap,

strong, and simple of construction and one

that may be folded up, so as to occupy less
space and be more conveniently handled for
a return shipment, which object is attained
by the construction illustrated in the accom-
panying drawings, in which—

Figure 1 is a general perspective view of a
boxasmade in aceordance with my invention.
Fig. 2 is a view similar to Fig. 1, showing the
box in its folded position. Fig. 3 is a verti-
cal transverse section through Fig. 1, show-
ing particularly the ventilating-tubes. Fig.
4 represents details of the leck employed in
holding the hinged members together when
extended. Fig. 5 shows,somewhatenlarged,
one corner of the box in horizontal section,
1llustrating the manner of holding the ends
and sides in their relative
box is unfolded. |

Referring to the numerals of reference, 1
designates the bottom, which may be of any
suitable size and preferably of a rectangular
formation. Rising from the sides of said
bottom piece are side strips 2 and 3, said strip
5 being secured to the back and extends to a
greater height than strip 2, which is secured

positions when the |

having a flanged or angled portion 5 extend-
Ing inward atrightanglesfromits upper edge.

Hinged to the upper edge of back strip 41is
a top strip 7, and hinged to said strip 7 is the
top or cover 8. The hinges of said members
7 and 3 are located upon the upper side, and
a double hinge 9 is provided therefor, such
hinge being clearly represented in Fig. 1.

10 designates the end strips,which are rig-
1dly secured at their forward ends to bottom
1 and to sidestrips 2 and 3. Their rear ends,
terminating at 10, are held in position by
means of metal sheets 6, said sheets being
secured to said end strips, to bottom strips 2,
and to bottom 1. Pivoted to the ends of front
piece 5 are the ends 11, said end pieces being
of such thickness and extension as to snugly
1t under flange 5" and are pivoted tosaid front
plece upon their inner sides, so that when
they are folded against said front they will
swing clear of end strips 10. Secured to the
outside of said ends 11 are handles 12, (one

only being shown,) which may be of any suit-
able construetion.

13 indicates a spring-depressed bolt which
is adapted to extend through flange 5 and to
enter the front edge of top 8 to prevent said
top from being raised except when said bolt
1s withdrawn, as will be readily understood.

Any suitable form of spring-catch may be
employed for holding the free ends of the end
pieces 11 contiguous with back strip 4; but
the means I employ in the present instance
consists of a spring-metal tongue 14, which
is rigidly secured at one end tothe inner face
of back 4, its free end extending over a cav-
ity 21. Also extending over said cavity and
over the free end of said tongue 14 is a bi-
furcated abutting piece 15.

16 designates an arm which is rigidly se-
cured to the inner face of end piece 11, said
arm being provided with a head at its outer
end, which head is adapted to slip past the
end of tongue 14 as its neck 16’ enters be-
tween the bifurcations of piece 15. In re-
leasing this catch tongue 14 is depressed saf-
iciently to allow the head of arm 16 to
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pass:
to the front side of said bottom. Pivoted to |
sald strip 2, with the hinges upon the inner
side, is the back 4, and similarly hinged to
strip o 18 the front side 5, said front portion

therebefore, as will be apparent.
~ In folding this improved box from the po- 100
sition shown in Fig. 1 to that shown in Fig.
| 2 bolt 13 is withdrawn, when cover 8 and top
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strip 7 are folded over, so as to depend against
the rear side of back 4, tongues 14 of sides
11 are depressed, allowing the ends to be
folded in upon the rear face of front 5, when
said front is dropped down upon the upper
face of bottom 1, and said back 4 and its
hinged members are folded down upon the
outer face of said front. The unfolding of
the box is accomplished by a reverse opera-
tion or folding of the parts of the box.

- 17 designates a link which i1s pivoted at
one of its ends to the end of bottom 1, its op-
posite recessed end beingadapted to beswung
upward, so as to engage with a headed pin
19.
bars is pivoted to each end of the box and

is adapted to hold the parts securely to--

cether when folded, and said bars are adapt-
ed to engage a pin 18 in a similar manner,
which projects from said bottom to hold them
in place when not in ase.

20 indicates perforated tubes which are
adapted to enter recesses in opposite sides of
the box, said recesses having small apertures
leading therethrough tothe outer air. It will

thus be seen that a free circulation of air 1s
provided throughout the interior of the box,
~ which is a great desideratum when fruit or

| vegetables are shipped therein.

1t will be understood that one of these

602,588

Any desired
or requisite number of these tubes may be
employed. |

Having thus fully set forth my invention,
what I elaim as new, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, is—

In a folding box, the combination of the
bottom 1 having end, front and back strips
respectively secured rigidly thereto, the front
and back hinged to said front and back strips,
said front having a flanged portion 5’ extend-
ing inward therefrom, the top strip 7 and
cover S hinged to said back by means of a
doublehinge 9,the spring-metal tongue adapt-

ed to be depressed into the recess formed In

the inner face of front 5, the bifurcated abut-
ting piece extending over said tongue, the
headed arm adapted to engage said tongue
and abutting piece, and the parts adapted to
be folded, substantially as shown and de-
seribed.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.

EUGENE E. PRATT.

Witnesses: |
FrED S. PEW,
CARL F. PRATT.
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