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1o all whom &t may concermn:

Be it known that I, THOMAS COLEMAN

PHELPS, a citizen of the United States, resid-
ing at Newton, In the county of Middlesex and
State of Massachusetts, have invented certain
new and useiul Impr ovements in Tents; and
I do hereby declare the following to be a full,
clear, and exact deseription of the mventmn
such aswill enable others skilled in the art to
whichitappertains to make and use the same.

My invention is an improvement in tents,

and has for its main ob;jeet the provision of
& roomy tent with a minimum amount of ma-
terial.

Various A-shaped and pomted -top tents
have heretofore been produced, but as has
been experienced by all who have used such
tents they must either be of undue height or
else when low they afford insufficient head
room and are otherwise cramped and incon-
venient.
hereinatiter-described tent, in which there is
sufficient space at the top for all desired head
movement of the person or persons who may
be in the tent, and the floor-space of the tent
is & maximum for the extent of tent cloth or
material employed in the manufacture of the
tent.

In general terms my improved tent com-
prises slightly-flaring side walls of a general
triangular shape, said side walls bemﬂ* sepa-
rated from each other a considerable dlstance
at thelir top edges, where they are connected
by a rearwardly-smping roof or rear wall of
a rhomboidal shape, the shortest side thereof
being at the top or ridge of the tent, said ridge
extending across the tent at and above the
entrance, which is preferably closed by over-
lapping faps In connection with the latter
I preferably employ an overhanging hood or
flap, which makes a tight waterproof closure
at the fop of the enmance adjacent the ridge,

and I also employ in the preferred embodi- |

ment of my invention a fly normally extend-
ing rearwardly, but capable of a variety of

uses 1n connection with other features of the

tent, all as will more fully hereinafter appear.
The details of construction of my invention
and further advantages thereof will be more
fully understood in the course of the follow-
ing description, taken in connection with the

accompanying drawings, illustrative of a pre- |

Accordingly I have devised the |

{

i
|

ferred embodiment of my invention, and the
latter will be more fully defined in the ap-
pended claims.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a front eleva-
tion of my improved tent, parts being turned
back 1n order to show the construction there-
of. FKig. 2 1s a fragmentary plan view of the
ridge and parts adjacent thereto supposed to
be spread out flat. Fig. 8isa side elevation.
Kig. 4 1s a top plan view of the tent as shown
in Kig. 1, the fly being omitted in Fig. 4;
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and Kig. 5 18 a perspective detail of one of

the rear corners of the tent.

The main part of the tent, asherein shown,
comprises sides A A’, which are substantially
similar in shape, a 100f or rear wall B, and
front flaps C C'for closing the front entrance
of the tent, as shown in FIU' 1.

‘The sides and, in fact, any and all of the
various parts of the tent may be made up of
as many pieces or widths of material sewed
or otherwise secured together as may be found
convenient, according to size and other con-
ditions of manufacture, the sides A A’ having

- asubstantially straight vertical edge a and a

rearwardly-sloping upper edge ¢, forming a
more or less sharp angle ¢* at the top of the
tent and having an approximately vertical
short rear edge a°, the tent being secured in
usual or any preferred fashion, being herein
shown as provided with loops ¢, adapted to be
fastened over pins e'. -

The back B of the tent, as stated, is pref-
erably in the form of a 1h0mb having its
shortest side 6 at the ridge of the tent and
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havingitsdivergent edges b’ coincident with .

and secured to the edﬂ‘es 6" of the side walls,
a stiffening piece or stup b* being secured
thereto at the lowermost edge of the back I,
in which are fastened in usual manner guy-
ropes b? adapted to be secured over posts b?,
as clearly shown in Fig. 3.

A back piece b’ extends downwardly from
the back B, as shown in Fig. 5 and indicated
in dotted lmes, Fig. 1, ssud back piece being
overlapped at a* by the corner of the side
plece in order to prevent the entrance of any

drafts of air at the corner and provide a neat

strong joint, one thickness of cloth support-
ing to a large degree the other.

The ridge of the tent will be more clearly
understood by reference to Fig. 2, where it
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will be seen that I secure an oblong strip of
material D to the back B adjacent its short
uppermost edge b and forming therewith a
pocket for the ridge-pole, said strip D being
stitched orotherwisesecured thereto throu Eﬂ"h--
out most of its extent, but preferably being
left unstitched adjacent one corner, as indl-
cated at ¢, in order to receive a bar or ridge-
pole ', which serves to rigidly maintain the
sides apart and keep the tent In 1ts proper
form.

Adjacent the ridge I form an aperture hav-
ing aring ? therein in usual manner, through
which a supporting-pole P is extended, as
will be readily understood, viewing Kigs. 1
to 8. Of course, if preferred, the pole P may
be inserted directly in the ridge-pole through
an aperture formed therein in usual manner;
but I prefer to make iv as shown, in order
that a simple straight bar d’ may be used as
a ridge-pole, in which case if it should be
broken it may be readily replaced without
any particular preparation, as would other-
wise be necessary, my construction also giv-

ing greater Stlenﬂth and thereby pelmntlnﬂ*'

the use of a smaller and lighter ridge-pole d’.

At the front edge b of the roof or back piece
of the tent I pr efemb]y secure a dap or hood
piece E, adapted to extend down over the
closing-flaps C U, as clearly shown 1n Fig. 1,
themby effectually keeping out all rain and
drafts of air and making a tight and neat
joint.

The tent in its details, as far as deseribed,
is strong and self-bracing; but 1 prefer to
employ guy-lines ¢, extending from the pole
P, and brace-ropes ¢', connecting the latter
with the ends of the ridge of the tent. Pretf-
erably also secured adjacent the ridge of the
tent is a fly F, which may be extended, as
shown in Fig. 3, and secured by ropes f to
the stakes 0% or it may be carried forward in
a reverse slant, so as to provide an awning or
protection for the front of the tent when the
entrance thereto is open.

When the tent is guyed and supported, as
illustrated to best advantage in Fig. 1, it will
be understood that the ﬂaps may be turned
back, and also either or both of the sides may
be raised more orless or entirely thrown back

.over the top of the tent without materially

disturbing the stability of the tent. |

I'rom the above description it will be evi-
dent that my improved tent possesses a great
many features of practical advantage forout-
ing purposes and other uses to which small
tents are usually put, and I do not, therefore,
deem it necessary herein to explain the capa-
bilities of use more in detail than is done
above. '

A main advantage of my invention, and in-
(deed one of the leading objects had in view,
is the provision of a considerable space at the
top of the tent, so that one or more persons
may move around in the tent without any
material inconvenience to their standing up
straight and moving to a reasonable extent,

as permitted by the amount of floor-space
which the tent may have, it being understood
that my tent will mdmaul} have a height
slightly greater than that of 1ts average oc-
cupant.

Another main object of my invention 1s the
accomplishment of all the features of advan-
tage above set forth without the usual waste
of material which A-shaped tents and other
pointed tents necessarily have.
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My tent has not only all the advantages set

forth and all the usual advantages of small
tents, but it has increased ﬂ001 space and
increased oeneral interior space, with a de-
crease of tent material in its construction, this
point being of prime importance in the man-
ufacture of tents in quantity.

While I have herein described my inven-
tion in all the details of its preferred embodi-
ment, I wish it understood that I am not lim-
ited strictly thereto, but that many changes
inform, arrangement, and details of construc-
tion may be resorted to without departing
from the spirit and scope of myinvention.
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Having described my invention, what I

claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters

Patent, is—

1. A tent comprising substantially trian-
cularsides,aroof or back of rhomboidal shape
to which Sald sides are secured, said back hav-

ing its shortest edge at the hln'hest point of -

the tent, a pocket adjacent said edge, a ridge-
polein said pocket, and means for supporting
the tent, substantially as described.

2. A tent, comprising substantially trian-
oular sides having their front edges approxi-
mately vertical, a baek or roof of Thomboidal
form secured to the rearwardly-sloping top
edges of said sides, and having its shortest
edge at the top of the tent adjacent the up-
permost angle of said triangular sides, fiaps
for closing the entrance of the tent between
said vertical edges, ashort hood-piece extend-
ing from the top edﬂ'e of the back and adapted
to overhann* and inclose the top ends of said
flaps, and means for supporting the tent, sub-
stantially as described.

3. A tent, comprising substantially trian-
ogular sides h&Vlﬂﬂ their front edges approxi-
ma,tely vertical, a back or roof of 1h0mb01dal
form secured to the rearwardly-sloping top
edges of said sides, and having its shortest
edge at the top of the tent adjacent the up-
permost angle of said triangular sides, flaps
for closing the entrance of the tent between
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said vertical edges, a short hood-piece extend-

ing from the top edge of the back and adapted
to overhang and inclose the ends of said flaps,
a fly secmed adjacent said hood-piece and
adapted to extend rearwardly abovesaid back
of the tent, and meansforsupporting the tent,
Substantially as described.

4. A tent comprising substantially trian-

ogular sides having their front edges approxi-

mately vertical, a back or roof of rhomboidal
form secured to the rearwardly-sloping top
edges of said sides and having 1ts shortest

125

130




602,587

~edge at the top of the tent adjacent the up- |

10

IS

20

permost angle of said triangular sides, flaps
for closing the entrance of the tent between
sald vertical edges, said back terminating

short of the ground edge of the tent, a back

piece depending from the lower end of said
back and extending tosaid sides, and the sides
having a projecting corner-piece lapping over
and adapted to be secured to said back piece,
substantially as -deseribed.

5. A tent comprising substantially trian-
gular sides having their front edges approxi-
mately vertical, a back or roof of rhomboidal

form secured to the rearwardly-sloping top

edges of said sides and having its shortest
edge at the top of the tent adjacent the up-
permost angle of said triangular sides, flaps
for closing the entrance of the tent between
said vertical edges, a central aperture in said
back to receive a supporting tent-pole, and a
transverse ridge-bar adjacent and independ-
ent of said pole, whereby said bar may be re-

l

moved without interference with said pole,
substantially as described.

6. A tent comprising substantially trian-
gular sides having their front edges approxi-
ma,tely vertical, a back or roof of rhomboidal
form secured to the rearwardly-sloping top
edges of sald sides and having its shortest
edge at the top of the tent adjacent the up-
permost angle of sald triangular sides, flaps
for closing the entrance of the tent between
said Vertwal edges, sald back having a ridge-
bar removably contained in a pocket formed
on said back and means to support the tent,
substantially as described.

In testimony whereof I have signed this
spemﬁeatlon in the presence of two subserlb-
Ing witnesses.

THOMAS COLEMAN PHELPS.

Witnesses: |
-~ WALTER L. HARGROVE,
JOHN A. CONKEY.

Illf.'.’:l
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