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To all whom Tt may concerm:

Be it known that I, DOUGLAS REID, a citi-
zen of the United Stzates,residing at New Rich-
mond, in the county of St. Croix and State of
Wisconsin, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Folding Egg-Crates;
and I do hereby declare the following to be a

~ full, clear, and exact description of theinven-
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tion, such as will enable others skilled in the
art towhich it appertains to make and use the
same, reference being had to the acecompany-
ing drawings, forming a part of this specifica-
tion.

T'his invention relates to new and useful
improvements in folding egg-crates; and it
consists in the construction and arrangement
of parts, as hereinafter fully set forth, and
pointed out particularly in the claim.

The objectof theinvention is to provide an
ege-crate or case for the shipment of eggs,
sald crate consisting of side and end pieces
hinged or pivoted together, also a removable
top and bottom, so that said crate may be
folded to occupy less space for a return ship-
ment when not in use, which object is at-
tained by the construction illustrated in the
accompanying drawings, in which—

Kigure lisa general perspective view of an
egg-crate as made in acecordance with my in-
vention. IFig. 2 is a vertical longitudinal
section through Fig. 1. Fig. 3isa plan view
of Ifig. 1, the top being removed. Fig. 4 is
an enlar D'ed detail of the top In an mverted
position.

Referring to the numerals of reference, 1
designates the bottom, which is shown in the
drawings as being rectangular, but which
may be of any desired size and formation.

2 represents the side pieces, which are
hinged to end pieces 3 by suitable hinges 4
and o, the particular arrangement of said
hinges being for a purpose hereinafter re-
ferred to and is clearly shown in Fig. 3.

6 and 7 represent hooks which are pivoted,
respectively, to the side and end pieces by
means of serews or other suitable fastening
devices passed through their eyes and an-
chored in said pieces.

S and 9 designate grooves or recesses which

so have staples or eyes 10 secured therein, and

whicheyes 10 are adapted to receive the lower
ends of sald hooks.

11 designates a cover of the crate, which
has strips 12 secured to the under side there-
of nearits ends. The angled corners of said
strips are rabbeted or recessed, in which re-
cesses leat-springs 13 are mounted.

14 designates tongues which are fastened

1o the under side of cover 11 in a suitable

manner, as by means of balls or staples 14,
in such position that the rear face of said
tongues are brought to bear against said
springs 15 when said tongues extend at right
angle from said top 11.

11" indicates a groove in. which the angled
end of tongue 14 is adapted to be reeewed for
convenience in folding.

15 indicates Spmdles which are suitably
journaled to the outer sides of end pieces 3,
the ends of which are turned at right angles
to the main portion and extend in line W1t]1
each other, said spindles being so located that
the inner ann'led portion will Tie at the rear of
tongues 14. |

17 designates a division which extends
transversely across the center of the crate
and 18 held in position by being moved ver-
tically downward between guides 18, their
ends being recessed for the receptlon of said
guides.

When it is desired to reduce the extension
of the crate from the position shown in Fig.
1, the outer ends of said spindles 15 are thrown
downward, causing the inner angled ends to
bear against tongues 14 and force the angled
ends of said tongues out of their engaging
notches 16, when said cover may be removed,
after which removal tongues 14 are folded
down upon the under fa,ce of cover 11, so that
the angled portion of said tongue will lie in
recess 11’ as will be readily 1111{161 stood. The
side and end pieces are removed from bottom
2 by releasing the engagement of hooks 6 and
7 with eyes 10. After said bottom has been
removed and the central division 17 with-
drawn said sides and ends are collapsed by
folding one of said sides upon the other, which
1s accomplished by moving said sides in the
direction of the arrowshown in Fig. 3, which
increases the longitudinal extension of the

55

6o

65

75

80

Qo0

95

I1CQ

crate sides and ends, but reduces it trans-
versely. Aftersaid sides and ends have been
folded the cover 1s placed thereover and the
. bottom thereunder,with the division 17 there-
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between, and suitably bound, when they will
occupy a small space in comparison to their
extended size.

Tt will thus be seen that the construction
and arrangement of parts hereinbefore set
forth produces a folding egg-crate that may

be very cheaply manufactured and whiech is.

strong and secure when in use and occupy-
ing but little space when folded. |
Havmﬂ' thus fully set forth my mventlon,

-~ what I elmm as new, and desire to secure by
- Letters Patent, is—

L5

A folding egg-crate consisting of a bottom

having cawtles in its upper face in which

suitable eves are mounted, the side and end
pleces of the crate hinged together and hav-
Ing hooks thereon which are adapted to en-

gage the eyes of said bottom, the guide de-

vices 18 mounted on the inner side of said

602,472

| side pieces, the partition adapted to be held
in position thereby, the top or cover having

rabbeted strips secured to its under tace,
leaf-springs secured in the rabbets of sald
strips, angled tongues 14 pivoted to said top
in such position as to bear against said strips,
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said top and end pieces having notches 11" -

and 16 for the reception of the angles of said
tongue, the spindles journaled to the outer

sides of said end pieces, said spindles having

angled ends, and the parts adapted to be op-
erated, all substantially as and for the pur-
pose set forth.
In testimony whereof I affix my signature
In presence of two witnesses.
| DOUGLAS REID.
Witnesses: |
J. B. HICOKS,
P. B, DAY.
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