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To all whom it may conceri:

Beilt known that I, MARVIN A. D. IIARRIS, a
citizen of the United St&tes residing in Brook-
lyn, in the county of chrs and State of New
York, have invented a eertain new and use-
ful Improvement in Identification-Buttons,
of which the following is a specification.

The object of the invention is to supply a
small receptacle to be worn more or less con-
spicuously upon the clothing, adapted to con-
tain the name and address of the wearer, with
such other information as will lead to his
identification and to the disecovery and noti-
ication of his friends in case of accident or
sudden illness.

The body of the button is hollow and is pro-
vided with a cap or cover screwed or other-
wise separably fastened thereon. The cavity
within the body and cap is sufficient to re-
celve a folded slip of thin tough paper, on
which is written the desired matter. A re-
taining means is provided within the cavity,
reliably holding the folded slip against acci-
dental displacement, so that it cannot drop
out and be lost when the cap is removed. A
number or other mark placed on one of the
walls of the cavity corresponds to a similar

mark on the slip and serves to connect the

two, so that in case the slip be separated from
the button, and perhaps in the excitement at-
tending the accident be mixed with other like
slips, each may be easily returned to the but-
ton from which it was taken and mistakes
avoided.

It frequently happens in railroad disasters
and other accidents that persons are lost to
their friendsfor long periods through the lack
of the necessary information reaching the
police or hospital attendants. Papers which
might serve as a means of identification be-
come mingled with similar papers taken from
other sufferers and are therefore almost use-
less, and business and visiting cards are
usudlly carried in card-cases and pocket-books
also containing money, and are often, by rea-
son of theft, missing from the helpless person
when search is made for means of establish-
ing theidentity. DBy theuseof myinvention
the required information is easily found, and
the button, being of no intrinsic value, 1s not
likely to be stolen. The identification-slip

can always be traced to its button, and so long

this speci

| as the latter and article of clothing to which

it is attached are upon the person the identi-
fication is assured.

The device is simple and inexpensive, it
mayv be made in ornamental and attractive
designs, and may carry the emblem of any
society or fraternal organization of which the
wearer i1s a4 member.

"The accompanying drawings form a part of
ication and leplesent the manner
in which I have carried out the invention.

igure 1 is a side view showing the button
attached to a portion of a garment. FKig, 2is
afaceview. I'ig.3isacorrespondingsection.
IF1g. 4 18 a face view with the cap removed,
showing the folded slip and its retaining
means. FKig. dis a similar view with the slip
and retalning means taken away to show the
identification number or mark. Fig. 61s a
tace view of the slip unfolded and extended
vearing a similar number and mark.

Similar letters of reference indicate the
same parts 1n all the figures.

The main portion or body of the button is
marked A. It is circularin form and screw-
threaded on the exterior to mateh to and re-
ceive the threads on the interior of a cap or
cover B. The latter tsscrewed tightly home
and is seated by close contact with the an-
nular flange A’ on the body and makes a
water-tight joint therewith. A tubularshank
A” extends axially from the rear face of the
body to be received in the buttonhole or other
perforation in the garment and be held there-
in by the flange or follower A%, securely fas-
tened to the body A by the engagement of
thescrew-threaded stud A® with the interiorly-
threaded shank A=

The body A is hollowed to produce a con-
siderable cavity a therein, serving as a re-
ceptacle for the closely-folded slip M of thin
tough paper or parchment, (shown extended
in Kig. 6,) on which, in the spaces shown, is
written the name and address of the wearer,
the business or occupation, the business ad-
dress, and the names and addresses of friends
or relatives to be notified in case the person
is through illness or accident unable to sup-
ply the information, with any other matter
likely to afford means of identification. The
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folded strip fits snugly into the cavity ¢ and

| 1s securely retained therein by the cover B.




I1Q

I35

2 602,446

A fastener C, of soft brass or other pliable
material, cut to the form shown and folded
upon itself at ¢ ¢, is inserted 1in the folded or
partially-folded condition within the cavity
and serves in holding the slip M, placed be-
neath its free ends C' €', against dropping
out when the cover 1s removed. The parts
are so proportioned that the fastener requires
the use of a little force in inserting it into the
cavity and is reliably held therein by the fric-
tional contact of its angles with the walls.

D is a disk of cardboard or paper cemented
or otherwise undetachably fixed upon the in-
terior bottom face of the body A before the in-
sertion of the fastener C and itsfolded slip M.
It bears on 1ts outer face a private mark or an
arbitrary sign, asaletteror numeral D', corre-
sponding fto a similar sign M', placed within

- the cirele M* on the top of the slip M, and
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serves to show the relationship between the
button and the slip belonging thereto and to
afford means of again connecting them if ac
cidentally separated. |

On the outerface of the cap B is printed or
engraved a brief inscription indicating the
character of the device and directions for
finding the means of identification.

A thin rubber gasket (not shown) may, if
preferred, be interposed between the annular

edge of the cap and the flange A’ to insure

that the joint be absolutely water-tight.
Modifications may be made within wide

[ limits without departing from the principle of

the invention or sacrificing its advantages.

The body and cap may be of any suitable 35

material and may be joined by other means
than the screw-threads shown, and the shank
and follower may be in one with the body or
be detachably secured thereto by any well-
known or approved locking means.

Parts of the invention may be used with-
out the whole. I can dispense with the disk
D or substitute other holding means for the
fastener C and place the arbitrary mark or
number directly upon the body A. I prefer
the whole as here shown and described.

I claim—

In a button, the body A having the cavity
¢, and the flexible fastener C set therein and
havingthefreeends C', C'adapted tobe folded
upon and hold an identification-slip M, in
combination with a removable cap b match-
ing to said body and tightly closing said cav-
ity, and means for detachably securing said
body to a garment, all substantially as herein
specified. |

In testimony that I claim the invention
above set forth'I affix my signature in pres-
ence of two witnesses.

MARVIN A. D. HARRIS.

Witnesses:
RoBT. CONNOR,
GEO. WARREN CASIL.

40

45

50

55




	Drawings
	Front Page
	Specification
	Claims

