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To all whony 16 maly concerm:

Beit known that I, JOHN A. GORDON, a citi-
zen of the United States residing at Sharps—-
burg, in the county of Pa,ylor and State of
Iowa, have invented certain new and useful
Improvements in Reaping-Machines; and I
do hereby declare the following to be a full,
clear, and exact description of the invention,
such as will enable others skilled in the art to
which it appertains to make and use the same.

This invention relates to the platforms of
reaplng-machines or harvesters; and it con-
sists in the novel construction and combina-
tion of the paris hereinafter fully described
and claimed, whereby the platform may be
folded, so as to occupy a smaller lateral space
when the machine is being transported from
place to place.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a plan view of

the platform, showing it extended; and.Fig.

2 isasimilar viewshowing the platform folded
up. Fig. 3 18 a rear view ot the platform,
showing it extended; and Fig. 4 is a similar
view showing the platform folded up.

The platform is made in two parts A and B,
of which the inner part A consists of a frame
having a bottom ¢’ secured to its under side.

C 1s the ground-wheel, journaled between
the eross-pieces ¢, which form a portion of the
frame A.

A" are the longitudinal bars of the frame
A, and « is a cross-piece at one end of the
bottom ¢’

The frame A is secured to and braced to
the body of the
manner.

The outer part B consists of a frame hav-
ing longitudinal bars B', a cross-piece b at its
outer end, and a bottom b’

D is the divider, carried by the cross-piece
O, and d is a ground-wheel journaledon a pin
proiecting from the cross-piece b.

A bar E is rigidly secured at its outer end
to the inside of the front bar B/, and e is a
narrow opening between the bars B’ and E.
The bottom b’ is secured to the rear bar B’
and to the cross-piece b and bar E.

Arms ¥ and F’ are pivoted by pins fand f*
to the front and rear longitudinal bars of the
parts A and B, respectively. The arm ¥’ is
pivoted on the rear side of the rear bars A’
and B', and the arm F is pivoted on the rear

machine in any approved |

side of the fmnt bars A’ and B’ and worksin

the narrow opening e.

The bars B’ are provided with pro,]ectlons
g on the upper side of their end portions,
which engage with noteches ¢’ in the upper
side of the end portions of the bars A’.

H are Dolts or pins which are slid through
holes in the arms and bars A’ and B’ between
the pivots /' and f' when the machine is to be
operated, so that the two parts of the frame
are rigidly connected together.

The cutting apparatus is attached to the
front part of the platform, and the conveyer
works between the longitudinal bars of the
platform.

The cutting apparatus, conveyer, and other
necessary parts of the machine are of any ap-
proved construction and are not shown In the

drawings.

When the machineistobe transported from
one place to another, the cutting apparatus
and the conveyer are removed, and the part
I of the platform is folded up ‘onto the part
A, as shown in Figs. 2 and 4 of the drawings.
In this position the platform only occupies

‘about one-half the lateral space required for

1t when 1n operation and the machine can be
more convenliently drawn along narrow roads
and through gateways. The outer part is
folded onto the inner part without being in-
verted and then rests by gravity upon the in-
ner part without any special devices for se-
curing 1t thereto.
W’hat I claim is—

1. In a 1eapmﬂ’-maehme or harvesler the
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combination, with a platform for supportmo' .

the cuttihg"appamtus formed of two parts ar-
ranged end to end, each said part comprising
a frame having longitudinal bars at its front
and back and a bottom secured to the said
bars; of arms pivoted to the said longitudi-
nal bars and permitting one part to be folded
up onto the other part, the arm at the front of
the platform being arranged behind the front
bars inside the fmm es, aud the bottom portion
of one of the said frames being provided with
an opening e for the said arm to work i in, sub-
stantially as described and shown.

2. Inareaping-machine,a platform for sup-
porting the cutting apparatus, formed in two
parts arranged end to end, the longitudinal

- bars of one part having projections on their

00

95

ICO




9 - 602,441

end portions which engage with notches in |

thelongitudinal bars of the other part, in com-

- bination with arms pivoted to each of the said

IO

parts and permitting one part to be folded up
onto the other part, substantially as set forth.

3. In a reaping-machine, the combination,
with a platform for supporting the cutting ap-
paratus, formed in two parts arranged end to
end and provided with longitudinal bars, the
outer part of the platform having also a nar-
row opening ¢, of arms pivoted to the rear

_sides of the said longitudinal bars and per-

mitting the outer part of the platform to be
folded up onto the inner part, the front arm
being arranged to work in the said opening e,
substantially as set forth. |
In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses. |
| J. A. GORDON.
Witnesses:
E. WRIGHT,
G. V. CUNNINGHOAM.
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