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To all whom it may concerm: .

Be it known that I, ELLEN DETWILER, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Iron-
bridge,in the county of Montgomery and State
of Pennsylvania, have invented a new and
useful Veil-Holder, of which the following is
a specification. - B

My invention relates to veil holders or
clasps, and has for its object to provide a sim-
ple, inexpensive, and efficient device adapted

to engage the ends or opposite edges of a veil

and provided with means whereby the holder
may be suitably attached to a hat or bonnet
in position for operation with facility by the
wearer thereof.

Farther objects and advantages of this in-
vention will appear in the following descrip-
tion, and the novel features thereof will be
particularly pointed out in the appended
claims.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a view of the
holder or clasp embodying my invention ap-
plied in the operative position to a hat. Fig.
2 is a longitudinal sectional view of the clasp
and the engaging portions of the hat and veil
to show the manner of engaging the same
therewith, Fig.3isanend view of the holder.
Fig. 4 is a plan view of the same. Iig. 5.18
a plan view of the intermediate leaf of the

holder detached. Fig. 6is a detall view of

one of the springs detached.

Similar numerals of referenceindicate cor-
responding partsin allthe figures of the draw-
ings. | | :

The clasp 3, embodying my invention, con-
sists of a base or stationary leaf 6, with which
are connected movable outer and intermedi-
ate leaves 4 and 5, having their free ends lo-
cated, respectively, at opposite ends of the

clasp for engaging opposite ends or edges of
a veil 2, arranged upon a hat 1 or any simi-

lar headgear. Inthe construction illustrated

the leaf 4, which is provided with a knob 10

orequivalent means wherebyitmay bemoved
at its free end to allow the insertion of the
edge of the veil, is connected by a spring 7
with the contiguous extremity of the inter-
mediate leaf 5, and the opposite end of said
leaf 5iscorrespondingly connected by aspring
7 with the contiguous end. of the stationary
or base leaf 6. Thus the intermediate leaf is

movable at that end which is connected by |

[ the sprin a7 With the outerleaf 4 and is adapt-

ed to be elevated or moved away from the

base or stationary leaf to admit the edge of 535

a veil. In the construction illustrated the
springs consist . of coils having terminal
tongues 9 for engagement with one of the
leaves connected by the spring and an inter-
mediate doubled tongue 8 for engagement
with the other of said leaves. This provides
for constructing the spring of a single blank
of wire, and the tongues are preferably in-
serted in sockets formed longitudinally in the
leaves.

Specifically each spring consists of a blank
of string-wire doubled upon itself at 1ts cen-
ter to form the central tongue 8 and terminal
spaced tongues 9, each of which is connected
with the central tongue by a coil 7, formed
of a plurality of wraps or members which are
arranged out of contact in order to spread the
spring axially. This provides for engaging
the terminal spaced tongues 9 with one of the
leaves contiguous to its side edges, while the
intermediate tongue 8 is engaged with the
adjacent leaf at its center. The coils are

formed in opposite directions, the one having

a right-hand and the other a left-hand twist,
whereby in moving one of the leaves con-
nected by the spring the coils are simulta-
neously tightened or loosened. This specific
construection of spring, however, performs an-
other function than that of yieldingly main-
taining the leaves connected thereby, with
their flat surfaces in contact with each other
or with an interposed object, such as the edge
of a veil. This additional function consists
in yieldingly maintaining the leaves of the
clamp when folded in registering positions
or with their corresponding edges flush with

‘each other, while permitting the lateral de-
flection of the leaves when strained trans-

versely by the veil engaged therebetween.
The advantage of this lateral flexibility or
yielding quality of the clamp-leaves resides
in the fact that in case the veil is strained
the clamp will yield sufficiently to relieve the
veil, and thus preserveitfrom injury without
releasing thesame. Obviously, furthermore,
the connection of the spring at its center with
one of the leaves and atits extremities with
the adjoining leaf, a plurality of coils being
interposed between the terminal and inter-
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mediate tongues of the spring, provides for a
relative longitudinal yvielding movement of
the leaves, and also a twisting movement
thereof, in order to prevent straining the en-
gaged veill beyond its strength without releas-
ing the same.

Inasmuch as the clamp-leaves are flat-sur-
faced, it is obvious that some means mtust be
prowded for maintaining them in registra-
tion or with theiredges ush and such means,
1n order to pr ov1de a per fectly efficient; clamp
for the purpose specified, must not be rigid,
and thus clamp the veil positively againsb
movement, as it is well known that the wearer
of a vell, after engagingone end thereof with
aclampingdevice of this class,drawsthe other
end tightly around the hat in order to engage
1t in such a way as to prevent displacement,
and in so doing there is a tendency to strain
the previously-ennaﬂ'ed end of the fabric. In
the same way it is common, after engaging
the ends of a veil with a device of this class,
to draw downwardly upon the lower edge of
the fabric, and unless the clamp has a yleld-
1ng quahty there will be a liability of tear-
inn* such a fragile article, particularly when,
as in the construction 111ustmted the elamp
18 positively secured to the bonnet or hat.
The positive clamping device for attaching
the clasp to the hat is preferable, for the rea-
son that it relieves the veil of the weight
thereof and insures the maintenance of the
clasp permanently in the desired position.
The open coils of the spring employed in con-
nection with my improved clasp, the double
reversed arrangement of those coils, and the
respective terminal and intermediate connec-
tion of the springs with the adjoining leaves
of the clasp insure that flexibility or yield-
1ing quality which is found to be desirable in
devices of this class.

Themeansemployed forsecuring the above-
described holder or clasp to a hat consist of a
clamp-plate 12, arranged parallel with the sta-
tionary or base leaf 6 and adapted to be dis-
posed 1n contact with the inner surface of the
hat, and set-screws 4, extending through
openings 13 in said elamp plate :_-md thr eaded
insockets11in the base-leaf. Asaveil-holder
18 preferably required contiguous to the top
of the crown of a hat, it is obvlous that the ar-
rangement of the set-screws, with their heads
within the crown, will not inconvenience the
wearer, while the exposed portion of the clasp
is located within convenient reach and does
not constitute an objectionable attachment.
The set-serews, while extending through the
material of Jhe hat, do not neeesswate pune-
tures of sufficient size to materially impair
the appearance of the article in case the clasp
should be detached. Furthermore, in order

3R

that. the veil may be firmly clasped without
the risk of tearing in case an edge thereof
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should be withdrawn forecibly from between
the engaging leaves the opposing faces of the
leaves are preferably roughened, as shown at
15 in Kig. 5; but 1t is obvious that under or-
dinary circumstances a smooth-surfaced leaf
will have a sufficient frictional contact with
the veil to prevent the accidental disengage-
ment thereof.

The particular advantage of the above-de-
seribed means for attaching the veil holder or
clasp to a hat-crown resides in the fact that
the clamp-plate, which is coextensive with
the base-leaf, engages a considerable area of
the material of a hatand is locked by the set-
serews to firmly clamp the engaged portion of
ahat-crown, whereby no vibration of the clasp
while in use 1s allowed. HHence there is no
liability of the clasp tearing loose from the
hat, and thereby causing openings therein of

larger extent than the punctures through

which the set-screws are passed. The set-
screws do not constitute the means of secur-
ing the base-leaf to the hat-crown, but simply
serve to hold the clamp-plate infirm frictional
contact with the inner surface of the hat.

Iiaving described my invention, what I
claim is—

1. The herein-described veil holder or clasp
having flat-surfaced base, intermediate and
outer Veil-engaging 1eaves, a ¢lamp connected
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with the base-leaf for securing the holder or -

clasp to a hat-crown, and yielding means for

hingedly connecting said leaves, to allow

swinging, and also longitudinal and trans-
verse movement in parallel planes, thereof,
substantially as specified.

2. T'he herein-deseribed veil holder or clasp
having flat-faced coextensive base, intermedi-
ate and outer veil-engaging leaves, a clamp
carried by the base-leat forengaging a hat,and
yilelding means for hingedly connecting said
leaves in series to allow swinging, and also
longitudinal and transverse movementin par-
allel planes, thereof, and adapted to normally
maintain said leaves in registration with their
corresponding edges flush with each other,
sald means consisting of springs, each having
an intermediate and terminal spaced tongues,
extending 1n parallel directions, and respec-
tively engaged with the contiguous edges of
adjoining Iem" s, and reversed open coils con-
necting the intermediate tongue respectively
with the terminal tongues, and each consist-
ing of a plurality of twists or members spaced
apart toallowaxialexpansion and contraction
of the coils, substantially as specified.

In testlmony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I have hereto affixed my signature in
the presence of two witnesses.

ELLEN DETWILER.

Witnesses:

KENOs H. DETWILER,
Y. C. HUNSICKER.
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