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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, GEORGE F. MURDOCK,
a citizen of the United States, residing at
Wellsville, in the county of Columbiana and
State of Ohio, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Fastening Devices

for Carpets; and I do hereby declare the fol-
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lowing to be a full, clear, and exact descrip-
tion of the inventlon such as will enable oth-
ers skilled in the art to which it appertams
to make and use the same.

My invention relates to fastening devices
for carpets, the object of the same being to
provide a simple and cheaply-constructed de-
vice for holding stair-carpets in place which
may be readily applied and which will also
serve as a stretcher for the carpet in the act
of securing the same in place. ,

My improved fastener is made up of a bar
of metal, wood, or other suitable material

- having a keyhole-slot therein, with a down-

erdly projecting prong upon "the i inner end

thereof and a dmgonally arranged bearing-

surface for the securing-screw at the end o_f
the contracted portion of the keyhole-slot.
The invention also consists in other details

~ of construction and combinations of parts,
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which will be hereinaftermore fully deserlbed
and claimed.

In the drawingsforming a part of this Speci-
fication, Flﬂ'ure 1 repr esente a perspeetlve
view of my devwe applied. Fig. 2 is a lon-
gitudinal section on the line 2 z of Fig. 1.
Fig. 3 is a similar view of the same detached.
I‘m 4 1s a top plan view of the same. Fig. 5
18 a perspective view of a modified form of
the invention, showing the covering-plate for
the seeulmﬂ'-serew

Like reference numerals indicate like parts
in the different views. |

My improved fastener is made up of a bar
1, of metal, wood, or other suitable material,
havin o engularly-erranged' inner surfaces to
conform to the shape of the corners of the
steps to which the device is to be applied, and
provided with a keyhole-slot 2 therein whose
narrow contracted portion is adjacent to the
outer end of the bar 1. Upon the inner end
of said bar is a downwardly-extending prong
or tooth 3, which is adapted to

engage the
outer surface of the carpet for a purpose |
- which will hereinafter appear.

The top sur- |

face of the bar 1, at a poinft adjacent to the
contracted portion of the keyhole-slot 2, is di-
agonally arranged with respect to the longi-
tudinal dlameter of said bar, as shown at 4

1t will serve to force said bar outwardly, draw-
ing with it the carpet. Located beneath the
bar 1 and secured to the step at the angle be-
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‘so that when the securing-screw 5 is apphed |
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tween the horizontal and upright portlon |

thereof is a wear-plate 6, through which the
securing-screw 5 passes.
In using my device when the screw 5 is

first apphed the same will be inserted diag-

onally, as clearly shown. The bar 1 is then
placed upon the top surface of the carpet,

the enlarged portion of the keyhole-slot 2 per-

mitting the passage of the head of the screw
5 therethrough. Said bar is then forced in-
wardly and the screw 5 seated. In the act of
doing this the prong or tooth 3 is forced down
into close engagement with the upper surface

of the ea,rpet and sald bar is then forced out-
‘wardly by reason of the engagement of the

head of the screw 5 with the diagonally-ar-
ranged bearing-surface 4. This stretches the
ca,rpet outwerdly, and as the contracted por-
tion of the slot 2 is narrower than the head
of the screw 5 it is impossible for the fasten-
Ing device to become detached. |

In Fig. 5 of the drawings I have shown a
modification of myinvention in which is em-
ployed upon the upper surface of the bar 1 a
sliding plate 8, designed for the purpose of
covering the head of the screw 5 when the
device 18 in posmon

The invention is extremely snnple in con-
struction, can be cheaply made, is readily and
cnnvemently applied, and when in place will
hold the carpet firmly and securely.

Having thus desembed the 111ve111310n what
18 clalmed as New is—

1. A fastening device for carpets, consist-
ing of a bar hewnﬂ' an engaging prong upon
the under side thereof and a slot therein,
said bar being promded with a dlaﬂonelly-
arranged face at a point adjacent to the outer
end of said slot, against which the head of
the securing-screw is adapted to bear when
the latter is being seated, as and for the pur-
pose set forth.

2. A fastening device for carpets, consist-
ing of a bar ha,vmﬂ' a prong upon the under

70

75

8o

Q0

95

100



10

L5

2 . 602,348

side thereof and a keyhole-slot therein, said |

bar being provided with a diagonally-arranged
face at a point adjacent to the contracted end
of said slot, against which the head of the se-
curing-screw is adapted to bear when the lat-
ter is being seated, as and for the purpose set
forth. |
3. A fastening device for carpets, consist
ing of a bar having an engaging prong upon
the under side thereof, and a slot therein

through which a securing-screw is adapted

to be passed, said bar being provided with a
diagonally-arranged face at a point adjacent
to the outer end of said slot, which lies at
right angles to the shank of said screw, and
against which the head of said screwisadapted
to bear, and a plate slidingly mounted in said
bar and adapted to cover the head of said
screw, as and for the purpose set forth.

4. In a device of the character set forth,
the combination with a wear-plate secured
to the step at the angle between the horizon-
tal and vertical portions thereof, of a bar
having akeyhole-slot therein,aprongatthein-
nerend thereof adapted to engage the top sur-
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face of the carpet, and a diagonally-arranged °

face adjacent to the contracted portion of
said slot, and a screw passing through said
wear-plate, diagonally,whose head is adapted
to bear against the diagonally-arranged face
of said bar, as and for the purpose set forth.

‘In testimony whereof I have signed this
specification in the presence of two subscrib-

ing witnesses.
GEORGE . MURDOCK.
Witnesses: |
JNO. W. RILEY,
HENRY THORN.
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