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To all whom It may concer:

Be 1t known that I, ROBERT K. LACKNER,
of Paragould, in the county of Greene and
State of Arkansas, have invented a new and
Improved Tailpiece, of which the following is
a Tull, clear, and exact description.

This invention 1s a tailplece for stringed
musical instruments and by means of which
the tension of the strings may be readily in-
creased or relaxed, according to the use of the
instrument.

The specification 1s the disclosure of one
form of my invention, while the claims de-

fine the actual scope of the conception.

Referenceis to be had to the accompanying
drawings, forming a part of this specification,
in which similar chaﬂ. acters of reference indi-

cate corresponding parts in all the figures.

Figure 1 is a perspective view showing the
invention in use. Fig. 2is a plan view of the
invention on an enlarged scale. Fig.31s a
sectional view on the line 3 3 of Kig. 2. FKig.
4. 18 a side elevation showing the operation of
the device, and Fig. 5 is an enlarged end ele-
vation of the same.

According to the form of the invention
shown 1n the drawings the device consists ol
a stationary member A and a movable mem-
ber B. The stationary member A has a down-
wardly-ranging extension A', adapted to be
secured to the body C of the instrument, as
The movable member B has
an up and rear turned flange B’ with a series
of slots B* therein, whereby the several strings
C' of the instrument may be held.

The inner edge of the member A is tubu-
lated to revolubly carry the shaft D, and said
member A also has a slot A% at the middle por-
tion of its inner edge. The slot A° receives
the inner portion of the operating-bar K, while
the inner end of such bar is {ast in the shaft
D. DByswingingthe bar L forward and rear-
ward, as shown by dotted lines in Fig. 4, the
shaft D is rocked one-half of a revolation in

| its bearing.

eccentric. trunnion D', which trunnions re-
ceive the tubulated extremities of the rear-
ward extensions I3° of the member B. The
rocking of the shatt D through the action of
the eccentric trunnions D' moves the member
B forward and rearward, as the dotted lines
in Fig. 4 indicate. The strings C' of the in-
strument being attached to the member IS
are by this movement of the member B con-
tracted or relaxed in tension. When the in-
strument is in use, the parts should be in the
position shown by full lines in Ifig. 4, and
when the instrument is not used the member
B should be moved forward to relax the ten-
sion of the strings.

Having thus described my invention, I
claim as new and desire tosecure by Letters
Patent— _

1. Atailpiece having two members, and an
eccentric connecting the two members with
each other, whereby one of the members may
be moved forward and rearward. |

2. A tailpiece having two members each
with a tubulated portion, and a shaft jour-
naled in one tubulated portion and having an
eccentric trunnion engaging the other tubu-
lated portion, whereby upon the turning of
the shaft one of the members may be moved
forward and rearward.

3. A tallpiece consisting in two members,
one with a tubulated portion having a slot
therein, and the other with two tubulated ex-
tensmns, a shaft revolubly journaled in the
irst-named member, a bar fixed to said shaft
and movable thlounh the slot of said first-
named member, and eccentric trunnions for
the shaft, the trunnions respectively engag-
ing the tubulated extensions of the second-
named member.

ROBERT E. LACKNER.

Witnesses:
J. R. SNODGRASS,
J. 5. PARKER.
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