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To CLZZ whom it may concern: .
Be 1t known that I, ALBERT L. PLATT a
citizen of the United States and a remdent

of Clinton, in the county of De Witt and |

State of Illinois, have invented cerfain new
and useful Improvements in Book-Holders;
and I do hereby declare that the following i is
a full, clear, and exact description of the in-
Ventren whwh will enable others skilled in
the art to which it appertains to make and
use the seme, reference being had to the ac-

companying drawings, Wthh form a part of

this specification.’

My invention relates to book- holdmc" at-

tachments for desks, chairs, invalids’ eouehes
and other objects of that class or descrlpmon

which admit of the easy adjustment of the

holder to the most desirable position for read-
ing; and its object 1s to provide an improved
construction of-the same which shall possess

superior advantages with respect te efﬁelency-

in use. -

The invention consists in the novel con-
struction and combination of parts hereinaf-
ter fully described and claimed.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a perspective view of a book-holder, construct-
ed in accordance with my invention, connect-
ed with the top of a school-desk and with a
book open and in position for reading. Fig.

2 18 a perspective view of the holder Wlth the |

book removed.- Fln' 3 18 a detail 10ncr1tud1-
nal sectional view on the line x x, Fig. 4.

Fig. 4 is a horizontal sectional view on the

line y 1, Fig. 8.

Fig. 5 is a detaal perspec-
tive of the socket o

In the said drawings the reference -numeral |

1 designates the top of a desk, provided with
a soeket 2, having ridges or I'le 3 on its pe-

riphery and formed With a central tapering.
Seated in this aperture is

aperture or bore.
the correspondingly-tapered bent end 4 of a
rod 5, the other end 6 of which is tapered and
bent oppositely to the end 4. This tapered
end 6 fits in a tapered aperture in a lug 7.
By thus tapering said apertures and ends ‘uhe
proper degree of friction is secured, and as
said ends wear away they will seat farther in
the apertures without loosening the joints or
The end 4

18 eepable of turnmﬂ' in the socket 2, while

i

| Tug 7 can turn on the end 6, the frietion be-

ing sufficient to hold them in any position to
which they may be adjusted. Formed with
said ‘lug is a transverse pintle 8, with which
engage Lwo a,pprommately semleueulm Ings
9 of a plate 10, thus forming a hinged ;|0m13
Connected with said plate by a set-serew 11
is a plate 12, formed at its upper end with a
rectangular Dortlon 13 and with a grooved

flange 14 which bears against said pintle.

By means of this screw the tension of said
hinge-joint may be regulated. Formed with

*S&ld rectangular por tren is a vertical back 15,

between whreh and the stationary ﬁnﬂ*ers

' hereinafter described the book-cover is held.

This back at its center 1s curved, so that in
connection with the rounded sides of said
fingers the back of the book can have a slight
play. Secured to said rectangular portion of
plate 12 at each end by screws 16 are two sta-
tionary uprights or fingers 17, the rear sides

of whiceh are slightly rounded The plate 12

in rear of said uprights or fingers is formed
with a depression or cut-away 'portien 18 to
receive the ends of curved spring clamps or
fingers 19, which are pivotally connected
therewith by set-screws 20, passing through

the said uprights or stationary fingers.

or desirable.
device has, as it were, a universal movement,

so that it can be adjusted to any angle or po-

In using the device the socket 2 is inserted
in a hole fermed in the desk or other ob;]eet
and the end 4 of the rod 5 inserted in the
opening therein, sothat said rod can be swung

horizontally to any position desired. The
lug 7 can also turn horlzontally on the end 6

of S&ld rod. The book-coveristhen inserted
between the back and the SE&HOH&I}T fingers
and the leaves held in open position by the
spring - clamps. . The book can now be ad-
justed at any inclination iound convenlent
It will thus be seen that the

sition to suit the convenience of theuser
The invention will be found more especially
applicable to school-desks, as the top of the
desk, being very nearly horizontal, 1s at an
improper angle to the line of vision. DBy said
construction the book canbe adjusted to prop-
erly suit the sight. Again, a person at the
desk has -his hends f:tee for writing upon a
slate or paper and will also have more desk-
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room, as the book is elevated above the top

and not laid thereon. There are other ad-
vantages which will be apparent and there-

fore not necessary to be referred to herein.
-Having thus fully described my invention,

vhat 1 elmm 1S—
1. In a book-holder of the character de-

scribed, the combination with the socket hav-
ing peripheral ribs, the rod having bent ta-
pering ends, the 11:m having a tapering aper-

ture and the pmtle, of the plate formed with |

rounded lugs, the plate connected therewith
by a set-screw, the curved back, the station-
ary fingers, :.:md the pivoted Splmfr-chmps
substantially as specified.

2. In a book-holder. of the character de-
scribed, the combination with the tapering
socket, having peripheral ribs, the rod hav-

602,169

ing bent tapering ends, the lug having a ta-

pering aperture, and the tlansvelse plnt]e
of the plate having curved lugs engaging
with said pintle, the plate eonnected thele-
with by a set-serew, and formed with a curved
flange engaging with said pintle, and with a
depression at each end, the curved back, the
fingers having rounded sides and the pivoted
spring-clamp seated on said depression, sub-
stantially as specified.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as

my own I have hereunto affixed my signature
in presence of two witnesses.

ALBERT L. PLATT.

Witnesses:
A. J. LATIMER, .
K. B. MITCHELL.
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