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UNITED STATES
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JULIUS AUG. LOFSTEDT, OF YONKERS, NEW YORK.

BOOK-SUPPORT.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 602,164, dated April 12, 1898
| Appl_idationi_ﬂled Juns 28,1897, Serial No. 642,573. (No model.)

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, JULIUS AUG. LOFSTEDT,
a citizen of the United States of America, re-
siding at Yonkers, county of Westchester,
State of New York, have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in Book-Sup-
ports, of which the following is a specification.

My book-support consists, broadly,in asuit-
able book-rest mounted on a rod which in
turn is supported by a bracket suitable for
attachment to a desk in such a manner that
the book-rest may be held firmly in position
to hold the book where it can be conveniently
examined, and when the book-rest is not in
use it can be lowered and placed out of the
way; and my invention consists in certain

other details hereinafter more specifically de-

scribed and claimed. |

In the accompanying sheet of drawings,
which form a part of this specification, Kig-
ure 1 is a side view of the book-rest with the
canvas side folded up and the other side with
the wooden board open for use.
end view of the book-rest with both sides
open and showing the supporting-rods, one
of the rods being broken away at its middle.

Fig. 3 is an end view showing the catch for

locking the supporting-rod to the bracket to

hold the book-rest in proper position for hold-

ing the book for use. Fig. 4 isa plan view of

~ the book-support, showing how it is attached
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to the side of the desk, part of the desk be-

ing shown in section and the supporting-rod
being broken away. Figs. 5, 6, and 7 are
views showing one of the means for holding
one of the guard-wires. Figs. 8 and 9 show
an attachment, consisting of a large board,
which can be hooked onto the book-rest for
supporting extra-large books. = .

The drawings show a double-folding book-
rest. There is an intermediate cross-bar A,
upon which all other parts of the book-rest

are supported. There are two uprights b B

and a connecting cross-bar C, all preferably
in one piece and supported at the end of the
intermediate cross-bar. Two forms of sup-
port for the book are shown, one at the left
of Fig. 2 of canvas and one at the right of
stiffer material—as, for example, of board;
but it is obvious that either form may be used
on both sides. The canvas D or other mate-
rial forming the side of the book-rest is at-

Fig. 2 is an

] tached at its upper edge to the éonnécting
cross-bar C and at its lower edge to one of

two strips E E, upon which the lower edges
of the book are intended to rest. These strips
are supported on arms F, that are hinged to
uprights on the intermediate bar. These are
so hinged that the strips E may be folded up
to the connecting cross-bar.

If a stiffer material than canvas—as, for
example, board—is used, as shown on the
right of Fig. 2, the ends of the arms F I are

hooked into staples U U at the lower edge of

the board E. These are unhooked when it is
desired tofold this side, and it is folded down
instead of up. - _

~ Each side of the book-rest is provided with
a guard-wire, forming a book-guard for hold-
ing the books open. This book-guard G is

‘supported by eyes I, which are fastened un-

der the strips EE. The one at the left is pro-

vided with a spring H for pressing it against

the book, or,when it is thrown under the strip,
for holding it against the strip.
guard is drawn in by a spring H, attached to
the edge of the strip and to the book-guard
on opposite sides of the supporting-eyes. It

therefore acts to hold the book-guard in either

position. The device shown at the right of
Fig. 2 and also in Figs. 5, 6, and 7 accom-

plishes the same purpose in a different way.

There is a spring H' attached to the back ot
the board for supporting the book, and there
is a cam J, with a plurality of cam-faces, at-
tached to the book-guard, with which the
spring engages to press the book-guard either
toward the face of the board to hold the book
or away from the board to permit the book to

‘be removed or folded against the back of the

board. When held away from the board, the
spring contacts with the cam-face on the op-
posite side to that with which it is shown to be
contacting in the drawings, and when folded

against the back the spring contacts with the

same side of the cam as when folded against
the face. The spring is forked, and between
the forks of the spring there is a collar K,
which steadies the book-guard against any

lateral movement.

The above-described book-rest is supported
on an upright rod L, which is supported at
the end of a horizontal rod M at right angles
thereto. The terms ‘“horizontal” and *‘ up-

The book-
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- between thesefaces. Tt |
with a tongue T, which extends beyond the

39

35

40

50

55

Fd

right” are here used for convenience, butno
essential limitation isintended thereby. The
book-rest is swiveled on the end of the upright
rod L, and the latter is adjustable vertically
to any desired height at which it can be

~clamped by the thumb-screw N. The hori-

zontal rod is supported by the bracket O,
which, as is shown, can be screwed fast to the
side of the desk P, the rod passing through
holes in projections near the ends of the
bracket. The horizontal rod is free to slide
in the bracket and except when nearly drawn
out 1s free to turn with respect to the bracket,

so that the book-rest may be turned up or

down. In order to lock the book-rest in the
upright position, the horizontal rod is pro-
vided at its end with a block R. This block

1s rigidly attached to the rod and has two |

locking or guiding faces on each side and par-
allel to each other, the block being notched
The bracket is provided

outer of the two projections.. This tongue
has gniding-faces to contact with the guiding-
faces of the block on the horizontal rod. Be-
tween them is a spring S, which bears against
the noteh in the block, so as to offer some re-
sistance and prevent the accidental pushing
in of the horizontal rod after it hasbeen pulled
out farenough to be locked. Only one set of
gulding-faces on the block is used in prac-
tice, the other set being provided so that the
bracket may be fitted either to the right or
left hand side of the desk. |
When the book-support is not in use, it can
be folded. Thehorizontal rod will be pushed
back until its guide-block comes out of con-
tact with the bracket. The book-rest can
now be swung down and the rod pushed back
until the rest lies along the side of the desk
entirely out of the way. When it is desired
to make use of the rest, the rod is drawn
partly forward, and the rest is turned up in
the desired position, The rod is then drawn
completely forward until the guide-faces of
the block bear against the guide-faces of the
bracket. The rest may then be set at any
angle or any height desired. _—

Without limiting myself to the exact de-
seription shown, what I claim, and desire to
secure by Letters Patent of the United States,
18—

1. The combination of a book-rest, a sup-
porting-rod therefor, a bracket for the Sup-
porting-rod in which the rod slides longitudi-
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| nally, and means for locking the rod against

rotation in the bracket by sliding it longitu-
dinally therein in drawing the book-rest into
1ts position for use, substantially as described.
2. T'he combination of a book-rest, a sup-
porting-rod therefor, a bracket for the sup-
porting-rod in which the rod slides longitudi-
nally, and guiding-faces on the rod and
bracket to. engage and hold the rod against
rotation on sliding the rod longitudinally in
the bracket in drawing the book-rest into its
position for use, substantially as described.
3. Thecombination of a bracket having cir-
cular bearings therein and a guiding-face, a
book-rest, a rod mounted to slide and rotate
in the bearings of the bracket and carrying
the book-rest, whereby the latter can be slid
in and turned down when not in use, and a
gulding-face on the rod to engage the corre-
sponding face on the bracket and hold the
book-rest in position when it is slid out and
turned up for use, substantially as deseribed.
4. The combination with an intermediate

| cross-bar, of a connecting cross-bar carried

thereby, pivoted arms supported from the in-
termediate cross-bar, and a side cover extend-
ing from the connecting-bar to the free ends
of the pivoted arms, substantially as de-
seribed. -

5. The combination with an intermediate
cross-bar, of a connecting cross-bar carried
thereby, pivoted arms supported from the in-
termediate cross-bar, strips upon the ends of
the pivoted arms forming supports for the
lower edges of books placed thereon, and a
side cover extending from the connecting
cross-bar to the strips and permitting the
book-rest thus formed to fold flat, substan-
tially as described. |
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6. The combination with a book-rest and a ¢ 5

book-guard pivoted to swing into and out of
contact with a book on the book-rest, of a
cam with a plurality of cam-faces attached
to the book-guard, and a spring bearing on
the same for throwing the book-guard toward
a plurality of positions, so that it is thereby
either held toward or away from the face of
the book-rest or against the back thereof, sub-
stantially as deseribed.
Signed by me in Yonkers, New York, this
2o5th day of June, 1897. |
JULIUS AUG. LOFSTEDT.
Witnesses:
SAMUEL W. BALCH,
GALUSHA B. BALCH.
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