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~ for fastening the flaps or flies of the upper
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- thereof, as will be hereinafter more fully set.
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To all whom Tt may concern: -
Be it known that I, JOHN STECH, a citizen of

the United States, residing at Butte city, in

the countyof Silver Bowand State of Montana,
have invented certain new and useful Im-
provements in Shoe-Fasteners, of which the
following is a specification.

Thisinvention relates toan 1mproved means

portion of shoes; and it consists in certain
peculiarities of the construction, novel ar-
rangement, and operation of the various parts

forth and specifically claimed.

The objects of my invention are, first, to
provide shoe-fasteners which may be readily
attached to or removed from the .shoe and
when in use will present the appearance of
an ordinary buftoned shoe, and, second, to
provide such fasteners which will render the
use of buttonholes unnecessary and which
may be attached to the flaps or flies of the
shoe by hand and without the aid of otherin-
strumentalities, thus affording a means for
so setting or loca,tmﬂ* the fasteners as to cause
the upper portion of the shoe to fit snugly
and comfortably over the foot and around the
ankle.

In order to enable others skilled in the art
to which my invention pertains to make and
use the same, I will now proceed to describe
it, referring 1:0 the accompanying drawings,
in whlell-—

Figure 1 1s a perspective view of a shoe,
showmcv the flaps or flies thereof secured to-
gether by means of my fasteners. Fig. 2 is
an enlarged perspective view of a pormon of
the flies, showmﬂ' a part of the overlapping
fly upturned to exhibit the construction of the
parts of the fastener. FXig. 3isa bottom plan
view of a portion of the overlapping fiy, show-
ing the hook and button secured thereon.
Fig. 4 is a view, partly in section and partly
in elevation, of the overlapping fly, showing
the hook and button attached thereto; and
Fig. 5 is a similar view of a portion of the
lower flap, showing one of the eyes or eatehes
secured thereto.

- Similar letters refer to like parts throuc-‘h-
out the different views of the drawings.

A represents the upperor overlappmﬂ* flap

or fly, and B the lower one, to the latter of |

| which is secured near its edge a number of

catchesor eyes C, which are preferably formed
of wire bent into substantially a rectangular
shape, as shown in Fig. 2 of the drawings—
that is, when viewed from the side. The up-
per portion ¢ of each of the catches or eyes

when the same are secured on the lower flap
or fly is located near the edge thereof, but a

slight distance above its surface, as shown in
Fig. 5, and 1is provided with two curved or
downturned armsc’, which are passed through
the flap or fly B and then bent back upon

themselves and caused to clamp the said flap,

as is clearly shown in the last-named figure
of the drawings.

At proper places near the edge of the over-

lapping fly A are a number of buttons D, each
of which is provided with an eyelet-shank d,

60

which are passed through suitable openings

therefor in the overlapping flap. Secured
near the shanks d of the buttons D, and
usually to thelining A’ of the overlappingfly,
are a number of securing devices E, which
serve the double purpose of securing the but-
tons in position on the overlapping fily and of

engaging the eyes or catches C on the lower

flap. Each of these securing devicesisformed
of one piece of wire, bent into an irregular
broadened shape, which is substantially cir-
cular in form and constitutes the body E’' of
said piece, which body is secured to the lower
surface of the upper flap or to the lining
thereof, and usunally by passmo' the wire
throuﬂ'h openings or slits ¢, furnished for its
receptlon The portion of the wire of the
piece E adjacent to the button-shank is bent
outwardly from the body E' and then later-
ally and then back over the body, forming
one of the arms ¢€° and then bent to form the
arm e°, parallel with the arm e’, and is then
bent under the body to form a tonc-'ue et, which
may be inserted into & slit or opening ¢5in the
lining of the upper flap. The arms ¢* and é°
stride the shank d of the button D and con-
stitute the hook E?, which is designed to en-
gage one of the catches C on the 10wer flap.

_The other end ¢ of the wire formmn' the se-

curing-piece K is passed between the arms ¢’
e, comprising the hook E?, and the body E/,
and extends through the eyelet-shank ¢ of
the button, all of which is clearly shown in
the different views of the drawings. When
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the buttons are thus secured on the overlap-
ping flap, it is evident that they (the buttons)
may be taken hold of with the thumb and
finger, when the hooks E? may be placed in
engagement with the catches C on the lower
flap, and that by using my fasteners the use
of a button-hook or shoe-buttoner 1s unnec-
essary. |

Having thus fully deseribed my invention,
what I claim as new, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, 18—

1. In ashoe-fastener the combination of an
eve or catch secured to the lower flap of a
shoe, with a securing device comprising the
body X', secured on the lower surface of the
upper flap of the shoe and formed with the
arms e, and €, comprising the hook E=, to en-
cage said eye, the button D, having the eye-
let-shank d, secured on the upper flap and

| between the arms of the hook by means of the

wire of which the hook is a portion, substan-
tially as described.

- 2. In a shoe-fastener the combination of
the eatch C, having the arms ¢, bent back
upon themselves to secure said catch to the
lower flap of the shoe, with the securing de-
vice comprising the body E', secured on the
lowersurface of the upper flap of the shoe and
formed with the arms e? and ¢, comprising the
hook E?2, to engage said eye, the button D,

having the eyelet-shank d, secured on the up-

per flap and between the arms of the hook by
means of the wire of which the hook is a por-

tion, substantially as described.
JOHN STHECI.

Witnesses: -
NEAL P. SHULIN,
JAMES HOCKING.
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