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To all whom it ma,y concern:

Be it known that I, JoEN HYDE, a cltlzen_

of the United States, resuhnﬂ‘ at Trenton in
the county of Mercer and State of NeWJ er-
sey, have invented a new and useful Track-
Cleaner, of which the following is a specifi-
cation.

My invention relates to track-cleaners par-
ticularly dda,pted for streef or tram cars; and
the object in view is to provide a simple and
efficient construction and arrangement of

parts, adapting the device to be applied with

facility to the truck or other suitable part of
a car of any ordinary construction; to pro-
vide a track-cleaner adapted to be arranged
in aninclined position either inwardly or out-
wardly with relation to the tracks, to operate
either at the frontor at the back end of a car;
to provide simple and improved. means for
securing the brush of the cleaner in either of
its adjusted positions orin an inoperative po-

-sition when not in use, and also to provide
means whereby the brush may be adjusted.

with facility either from the interior of the
car-body or exteriorly thereof.
Iurther objects and advantages of this in-

- vention will appear in the following descrip-

30

35

40

tion, and the novel features thereof will be
partlcularly pointed out in the appended
claims.

In the drawings, Flﬂ‘ure lisa perspectwe'

view of a track- cleamno* apparatus construct-
ed in accordance with my invention applied
in the operative position to a car-truck. Fig.
2 is a vertical central section of the same,
showing in dotted lines the elevated or inop-

erative p051t1on of the brush. Fig.3is a de-

tail horizontal c:ee‘mcm on the hne 3 3 of Kig.
2 to show the means for securing the brush
hub or slide in 1ts adjusted posmons Fig.

4 1is a detail sectional view of the br ush hub
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guide. Fig. 5 is a detail side view of the

brush-hub.

Similar numerals of reference indicate cor-

responding par ts in all the ﬁﬂ‘ures of the draw-
ings. -
In_ the illustrated embodiment of my inven-
tion a tubular guide 1 is provided with a suit-
able bracket 2 to facilitate its attachment to
a pilot 8 or other suitable part of the truck of
a car, said bracket being shown as consisting
of a stem attached to a securing-plate 4; but

it is obvious that the construction of the |

| bracket may be varied to suit the particular

part of the car to which it is desired to apply
the cleaning device.
. Mounted fm rotary and axial adjustment

55

in the guide is a brush hub orslide 5, prefer-

ably “ttmﬂ in the bore of the guide and pro-
vided W1th a stem 6 and a termmal handle 7
of any suitable or preferred construction.
The hub or slide terminates at its lower end
in a brush-seat 8,in which is removably fitted
and secured the back 9 of a wire or equiva-
lent brush 10, the securing devices in the
construetion illustrated consisting of screws
11. -The brush may be elongated diametric-
ally to the desired extent and is adapted to be
arranged in an inclined position with rela-
tionto the line of the track-rails in ordertode-
flect sweepings either inwardly or outwardly,

6o -

70

as may be preferred, and in order to secure .

the brush in either of its adjusted positions
I have provided the hub or slide with a lon-
gitudinal feather or web 12, adapted to fit in
either of a plnra,htv of grooves or channels

/5.

13, formed in the innersurface of the WELH of

the guide. _. -
The hub or shde 1S eapable of axial move-
ment through a distance equal to and prefer-

ably shﬂ'htly oreater than the length of the
feather or web, whereby the hub or slide may
1 be elevated to disengage the feather or web

from one of the grooves or channels and
turned thr'ouc'v'h an arc sufﬁment to mmnﬂ‘e

the feather or web in alinement with another.

‘groove or channel.
ment of the hub or slide is limited by a stop-

The downward move-

pin 14, which in the construction illustrated
con51sts of a split key fitted in a transverse

opening in the hub or slide contiguous to its

upper end and adapted when the parts are
in their operative positions to bear upon the
upperend of the tubular guide. ‘Lhe handle
is preferably fitted. removably upon the up-
per extremity of the stem, and hence 1t 1s ob-

vious that by removing the split key the hub
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or slide may be removed downwardly from .

| the ouide when desired.

The brushis yieldingly held inits depressed
p081t10n or in operative relation with the

track-rail by meansof aplate-spring.15,which

I1CO

is shown attached at one end to-a pifurcated

ear 16, projecting from the securing-plate or

from any other suitable portion of the bracket 103

and bearing upon a shoulder on the hub or



Io

20

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

9 | 602,081

slide—as, forinstance, the upper end thereof.

The spring is shown bifurcated to straddle
the contiguous portion of the stem, and 1t 1s
prefembly provided atan intermediate point
with a zigzag or sinuous portion 15% formed
by doubling an intermediate portion of* the
spring upon itself, to give greater resilience
and allow su ficient ver th&l movement of the
free end thereof. The spring maintains the

brush in its depressed position in contact
with the track-rail and compensates for the

rocking of the truck; butdownward displace-
its lower end above the plane of the others

ment of the hub or slide is prevented by the

above-described stop-pin.

In order to provide for securing the br ush
in its elevated or inoperative posﬂswn, (indi-
cated in dotted lines in Fig. 2,) I provide the
inner surface of the guide with afalse or aux-
lliary groove or channel 17, adapted to re-
ceive the feather or web on the hub or slide,
but having a depth which 1s insufficient to
allow the brush to descend to 1ts normal posi-
tion. Ilence when the feather or web of the

hub or slide is engaged with the false or aux- |

iliary grooveorchannel in the guide itsdown-
ward movement, under the depressing influ-
ence of the actuating-spring, 1s limited.

In practice it may be preferable to provide
for adjusting the brush from a point within
the car-body, in which case the stem may be
made of sufficient length to projectupwardly
through the floor of the car, as shownin Fig.
1; but it is obvious that when such an ar-
rangement is undesirable the stem may be
terminated short of the floor of the car to

provide for the adjustment of the brush ex-

teriorly. |

IF'rom the above description it will be seen
that the device embodying my invention 1is
applicable to a car-truck or other portion of
a car structure without modifying the ar-
rangement of the parts of the car and-is
adapted to beadjusted in eitherof a plurality
of positions to deflect sweepings either in-
wardly oroutwardly with relation to the traclk,
and that the operation of the device is such
as to adapt it to be used either at the frontor
the rear end of a car, according to the di-
rection of movement thereof, whereby it 1s
suitable for use in connection with a car
which is capable of advancing in either di-
rection. |

Various changes in the form, proportion,
and the minor dctmls of constr 11L'D1011 may be
resorted to without departing from the spirit
or sacrificing any of the advantages of this
invention.

Having described my invention,
claim 18—

1. A track-cleaner having a guide, a brush
hub or slide mounted for axial and rotary
movement in the guide and yileldingly held in

its depressed position, and an interlocking:

connection, consisting of axially -'disposed
grooves or channels in one of said members,
one of said grooves terminating short of the

what I

L

others at its lower end and a feather or web i

| on the Otﬂ(}l‘ member t() engage one of said

orooves or channels, to m&mtmn the hub or
slide at the desired rotary adjustment while

permitting upward axial movem ent stbstan-

tially as spemﬁed
2. A track-cleaner h&wnw a tubular guide,

a spring-depressed brush hub or slide Cfitted
for axial and rotary adjustment in the guide
and yieldingly held in its depressed position,
said guide being provided with a plurality of
erooves or channels, extending to the upper
end of the guide, one of the grooves having

and a feather or web carried by the hub or
slide for engaging either of said grooves or

channels, and adapted to be dlsenwwed at -

the upper ends thel eof, subs‘mntmlly as Speci-

fied.
3. A track- cleaner having a tubular guide

provided with a plurality of interior main

ogrooves or channels, and a false or ELUXIIIELI}T'

oroove or channel of less depth than the main
orooves or channels, and a brush hub or slide
ﬁtted for axial and rotary movement in the
guide and yieldingly held in its depressed
13051111011, said hub or slide being provided
with a radial feather or web to engage one
of said grooves or channels, substantially as

- spemﬁed

4. A track-cleanerhaving a guide pl"OVlded
with a bracket adapted to be attached to a
car-truck, a brush hub or slide fitted for axial
and rotary adjustment in the guide, and fit-
ted with a stem and an operating-handle, a
feather or web carried by the hub or slide to
engage either of a plurality of grooves or
channels in the wall of the guide, a stop-pin
forlimiting the depression of the hub or slide,
and an actuatm plate -spr ing attached £0
the bracket and beari ing upen a shoulder or
offset portion of the hub or slide, to yield-
ingly hold the latter in its depressed or oper-
ative position, substantially as specified.

5. A track-cleaner having a tubular guide

provided with a bracket for attachment to a

car-truck, a brush hub or slide fitted for axial
and rotary adjustment in the guide and ter-
minating at its lower end in a brush-seat, a
feather or web carried by the hub or slide to

‘engage either of a plurality of grooves or
channels in the wall of the f‘rmde, a reduced

stem extending axially from the hub or slide
and ter mmatmn' in a removable operating-
handle, a 1emov&ble stop-pin fitted trans-
versely in the hub or slide to limit the down-
ward movement thereof, and an actuating
plate-spring attached to the bracketand bom -
ing terminally upon the upper end of the hub
or shde, to hold the latter yieldingly in its
depressed position,substantially as specified.
In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
myown I have hereto affixed my signature in
the presence of two witnesses.
- JOHN HYDE.
Witnesses: |
GEORGE W. MACPH
MARGE T. SIMPSON.

ERSON,
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