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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

JOUN A. FRETWELL,

OF. BUFORD, GEORGIA.

BAC K-BAND "F.'O'R HARNESS.

SPECIFIOATION formmg pa,rt of Letters P&uen’o No. 602 003, dated Apml O, 1898
B.pphca,tlon ﬁled J uly 3, 1897, Serial No. 643 387, (Nomodel) |

To all whom it may Y CONCEFN:

Be it known that I, JOHN A. BRETWELL a
citizen of the United States, residing at Bu-
ford, in the county of Gwmnett and State of
Georma have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in Back-Bandsfor Harness:;
and I do hereby declare the following to be a

full, clear, and exact description of the inven--

tmn such as will enable others skilled in the
arb to which it appertams to make and use

the same.

My invention relates to 1mpr0ve1nents in
back-bands for harness, and more especially
to back-bands for use with plow-harness and

the like..

" The principal object of my mventwn is to

provide a back-band which will serve all the
purposes for which such articles are ordina-

rily intended and which will at the same time
be so constructed as to do away with the lia-
bility of injury to the backbone or back of
the animal upon which the 1mp10ved back-
band may be used. |

- My invention will be understood by refer-
ence to the acecompanying drawings, wherein
the same parts are indicated by the same let-

- ters throughout both views.

Figure 1 represents a perspectwe view of a
ba,ok band constructed in accordance with my
invention, and Fig. 2 represents a central lon-
gitudinal section thr()Lwh the same.

- A represents a stout str ap of leather or
heavy canvas, Wthh 1s doubled upon itself
in the construction of my back-band.

B and B represent a pair of wooden blocks
having flat outer faces b b and rounded and
preferably beveled inner faces b’ b, as seen
most clearly in Fig. 2. Each of said blocks

“has a reetannular opening or slideway B°
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to B

therethrough for the passage of the stmp A
doubled, as seen in Fig. 2. -

B* B?, B B33, and B¢ Bt represent palrs of
blocks somewhat similar to the pair of blocks
I3 B, but narrower than the latter-named
blocks and decreasing in thickness from B?
Each of the said. blocks B* to Bis pro-
vided with a rectangular opening or slideway

. therethrough GOI‘PGSpOHdlDﬂ" to the openings
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B thr 0u0h the blocks B B, the said openings
In each and every case bemn‘ near the outer
-side of the blocks, as shown

There may be
any number of these bloeks according to the

shown are merely for the sake of illustration.
cC represent two wooden plates or blocks

| leng_th of the baek-band,' and the number
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cut away for the greater portion of their

length upon their outer faces to form thin.

dependmﬂ' portions C' ¢/, upon the outer faces

of which thin metallic plates C? C*are secured.
These plates are to take up the wear on the
thin portions of the blocks C C, as will here-
inafter more fully appear. The thicker up-

| per portions of the plates or blocks C C are

provided with rectangular openings or slide-

ways C' CY therethroun‘h for the passage of

strap A above referred to.
D D represent a pair of snap- ‘hooks having
eyes D°D°, through which the strap A passes.
The strap A is made with two ends, each
of which may be adjusted through a suitable

'buekle, such as A', with which the sald strap

18 provided. ThIS buckle engages the ends
of the strap A between the two blocks B B
and keeps said blocks separated from each
other a short distance, which will ordinarily
correspond with the mdth of the backbone of

the animal upon which the back-band is used.
The said blocks B B will thus be so held upon

the strap A that they will fit into the con-
cavities upon the sides of the backbone of
the animal, and, being sufficiently thick to

prevent the strap A touehmﬂ* the backbone,

injury to the latter is entuely avoided. The
other blocks form bearing-surfaces for the
back-band upon the baek and sides of the

| horse, and their surfaces being rounded, as

shown, there will be left spaces where the

‘back-band doesnot touchthe animal, and con-
sequently there will be less heatmﬂ' of the

animal’s skin than with the flat back—bands

“now ordinarily in use.

The snap-hooks D may be engaged in links

of the chain traces ordinarily used and may

be readily adjusted toward the forward or
rear part of the horse’s body as desirable or

circumstances require.

‘In order that the back-band may be made
adjustable in length and yet maintain a uni-

form position for the blocks B B to B* Brela-
tive to the backbone of the animal, the inner
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portion of the strap is secured to the blocks

B* B*in any suitable manner, as by tacks or

rivets b*0%  (Seen in Fig. 2.) This will allow

| the ends of the str aps to be adjusted to any
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length desired without causing the blocks to

“drop away from the upper portion of the strap

and thus becoming displaced.
Having thus described my invention,what

I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Patent

of the United States, 18— |
1. In a back-band for harness, the combi-
nation with a strap having its ends folded

upon itself and adjustably connected together

midway the length of the folded strap; of a
plurality of rounded blocks provided with

openings therethrough for the passage of said
itted thereon upon each side of

folded strap, ) |
its middle portion; one of said blocks on each
side being secured to a stationary portion of
said strap; and devices connected to the fold-
ed ends of said strap for attaching the same
to a pair of traces, substantially as described.

2. In a back-band for harness, the combi-
nation with a strap having its ends folded
uponitself and adjustably connected together

midway the length of the folded strap; of a

plurality of blocks having rounded inner
faces, provided with openings therethrough
near the outer faces for the passage of said
folded strap, fitted upon said folded strap

| upon. each side of its middle portion; one of

said blocks on each side being secured to a
stationary portion of said strap; the end block
on cach side having a thin lower extension
thereon; and devices connected to the folded

‘ends of said strap, and hanging alongside of
‘the extensions on said end blocks, adapted to
engage a pair of traces, substantially as de-
seribed.

3. In a back-band for harness, the ‘combi-

nation with a strap having an adjustable con-
nection midway of its lengthy of a plurality

of rounded blocks provided with openings

therethrough for said strap, fitted thereon

upon each side of said adjustable connection,

one of such blocks on each side of said con-

nection' being secured to-said strap; and de-
vices carried by the ends of said strap for de-
tachably connecting the same to a pair of
traces, substantially as described.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature

in presence of two witnesses.

JOHN

A. FRETWETLL.

Witnesses: | '
S. J. PATTILLO,
.. P. PATTILLO.
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