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To all whom it may concern:
Be it known that we, FRANK A. KEHM and

States of America, re31dmg at Mason City, in
the county of Cemo Gordo and State of Iowa,

have invented certain new and useful Im-
provements in Thill or Pole Couplings; and.
we do hereby declare the following to be a full,
clear, and exact description of the invention,
such as will enable others gkilled in the art to
which it appertains to make and use the same,

reference being had to the accompanying
drawings, and to letters of reference marked

thereon, which form a part of this specifica-

t1on.
‘'This invention relates to certain new .‘:'Llld
useful improvements in thill or pole coup-

lings; and the object of the same is to provide

a cheap and effective means for readily con-
necting the thill or pole iron to the axle, the

| couplmw being of such construction that the

thill or pole iron may bé readily connected
when placed 1n a vertical position and moved

laterally and when swung will be held against

displacement, the block with which the thill

or pole iron engages having an aperture for
the reception of an antirattling-spring, said
‘spring engaging with the cross-bar of the thill

or pole iron, as will be heremafter fully set

forth.
In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1is

“a perspective view of a thill or pole coupling

constructed in accordance with ourinvention.
Fig. 2 is a sectional view, and Fig. 3 1s a ver-
tical sectional view taken on the line 8 3 of
Fig. 2.

A refers to an axle-clip which is provided

- withaforwardly-projecting block, which may
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be integral with the forward portlon of the

elip. The forwardly-projecting block A’is he g
| lie over the top wall of the block, an inter-

provided with a vertical aperture or recess a,

- having parallel side walls, and one of the o_the'r
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walls is slightly inclined, so that the vertical

opening will be of a greater width at the base
than at the top, the funection of such construc-
tion being to permit the ready insertion of an
antirattling-spring of the type shown and re-
ferred to by the reference-letter B, said anti-

rattling-spring being held against downward
displacement by the outwardly-bent ends of |

said spring, which lie over the upper face of
the block, as is fully shown in Fig. 1 of the
drawmﬂ's, Whﬂe the Vermcal portmns of the

citizens of the United

| antirattling- -Spring bear u pon the cross-bar of

the thill or pole iron. |

The forward portion of the block A’is con-
structed to prowde a socket for the end of the
thill or pole iron and presents a portion ',
which extends outwardly from the axle-clip,
the block being centrally cut away for the
passage of the thill or pole iron, and it is

also cut away so as to permit the thjll or pole

iron to be passed into the block. The thill
or pole iron is of the usual type and has

formed on its end a circular cross-bar C, the

ends of said eross_—bar being adapted to lie in
a horizontal recessin the block, said recess be-

ingintersected by the recesses throuﬂ'h which

the thill or pole iron passes. The homzont&l
recess is of such diameter that it extends
through the vertical wall in advance of the
antirattling-spring, so that said spring may

bear upon the cross-bar of the thill or pole

iron.
With this device it is not necessary to use

connecting-bolts and the antirattling-spring

“can be readlly applied and when applied is

not liable to become detached.

- Having thus described ourinvention, what
we claim as new, and deswe to secure by Let-
ters Patent, is—

A th111-eoup11n g consmtmn’ of a clip A hav-
ing a projecting block A’, with an aperture a

_therethrom'h the rear wall of the aperture
‘being mclmed to provide an opening which is

Wldel at the base than at the top, a transverse
socket in advance of the aperture a and con-
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nected by an opening therewith, a thill-iron

having a circular cross-bar and a shank which
pro;]eets therefrom and ametallic antirattling-
spring B made of a single piece of wire to
present coils, the upper end members farthest
from the coil being bent outwardly so as to

mediate portion bearing upon the cross-bar

tures in presence of two witnesses.

FRANK A. KEHM.
PHILLIP H. KEHM.,

Witnesses:
A. H. GALE,
" E. W, CLARK.

go

95

C of the thill-iron, the parts being combined
and organized substa,ntlallyas shown and for
the purpose set forth. |

In testimony whereof we aifix our signa-
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