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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

' GEORGE F. HILLEGAS, OF LANE COUNTY, OREGON.

I DR’AFT.—EQUALIZ_ER;

SPECIFICATION formmg part of Letters Patent No. 601, 795 dated Aprﬂ 5 1898
' &pphcatmn ﬂled August 9, 1897, Serial No. 647,660, (No model.) :

To all whom tt may concerr:

Be it known that I, GEORGE F. HILLEGAS,
of the county of La,ne and State of Oregon,
have invented a new and Improved _Draft—
Equalizer, of which the following is a full,
clear, and exact description.

This invention relates to certain new and
useful improvements in draft-equalizers, the

object of myinvention being to provide a sim-

ple,cheap, and effective drafﬁ-equahzer which

may be used either as a three-horse equalizer

or as a two-horse equalizer simply by chang-

ing the position of the equalizing-bars.
Theinvention consistsin the particular con-

struction and combination of the parts, as

will be hereinafter set for th and specifically
claimed.

In the accompanying drawings, formmﬂ' a
part of this appheatlon Flgure 1is a plan
view showing the parts organized for use as a
three-horse equalizer. Fig. 218 an elevation,
and Fig. 3is aside view of the clevis detached.

A refers to two similarly-shaped bars, made
up from flat pieces of metal of proper thick-
ness and width, which taper from points ad-
jacent to the center to the ends. These plates
are each provided with central apertures for
the passage of a bolt ¢, to which the clevis b
is secured. The ends of the bars A have ap-
ertures through which pass bolts ¢ for hold-
ing in pivotal engagement therewith equal-
izer-bars B, said bolts also serving to hold the
ends of the bars A in enn'aﬂ'ement mth each
other.

"The equalizer-bars B are made up of bars of
metal, and to the ends are secured draft-hooks

“which are so constructed that they may be

passed between the bars A A when turned
upon their bolts, and the hooks may be also

turned upon the ends of the bars B. = The ap-

ertures in the bars B are positioned about one-
third the distance from one of the ends there-

of, and when the device is used as a three--

horse equalizer the short ends project out-
wardly and have singletrees attached thereto,
while a singletree is atta,ehed to both the in-
ner hooks.

When it is desired to use the device for two

horses, the bolts ¢ ¢ are removed and passed

throu ﬂ‘h apertures in the center of the bars B,
changing said bars from equalizers to smﬂ'le-
trees the traces being attached to the same
in the usual manner.

Themain bolt A is passed throu nh a short tu-
bular section d, said bolt also passing through
the eyes of the draft- clevis C. This springs
the central portion of the bars away from each
other, so as to provide a space between them
and makmw a truss-frame. It alsohasa tend-
ency to force the ends of the bars A against
the bars B, so as to exert a spring tensmn
thereon, the ends cury ing slightly upward,
such construction obwatmn* the use of wash-
ers, rivets, or other connecting means beyond
the s1mple bolts herembefore referred to.

In manufacturing the draft-equalizer here-
inbefore described I prefer to make the bars
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A of sheet-steel and the equalizer-bars of

metal, the central portion being flat or rectan-
gular. The tubular support or spreader for

the bars A obviates the use of connecting-’
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straps and independent pillar-supports, and _

the parts being so constructed can be readily

separated for shipment.

Having thus described my invention, what

Patent, is—
1. A draft- equahzer comprising a pair of
flat bars A A, equalizer-bars pivoted between

the ends of the same S0 as to engage there-

with and provided at their ends w1t]1 draft-
hooks, means for connecting and centrally
smeadmn‘ the bars A A consmtmﬂ' of a tubular
section, a bolt passing therethroun‘h and a
clevis the ends of which. lie over the bars so

purpose set forth,
9. Inadraft-equalizerthe combination Wlth

'the metallic bars A, A, a tubular section for

holding said bars sepmated at the center, a
bolt which passes through the tubular sectmn
the bars a ¢ and the eyes of the clevis, a clevis
the end portions of which lie over the bars A,
A, bars or doubletrees B, B, pivotally at-
tached to the outer ends of the bars A A. by
bolts, substantially as shown &nd for the pur-
pose set forth.
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| as to be engaged by the head of the bolt and
its nut, substantially as shown and for the
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Dated at Etwene Oreﬂ'on t]ns 16th day of

M&I’Ch 1897. o |
GEORGE F. HILLEGAS.
W1tnesses

A. C. WOODOOCK
SHERWOOD BURR
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Teclaim as new, and desire to secure by Letters .
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