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To (:LZZ whom it may concerm: = - |
Be it known that I, RALPH HENRY ALLEN

of Fitchburg, in the county of Worcester and_ |

State of Massachusetts, haveinvented certain
new and useful Improvements in Devices for
Preventing the Unauthorized Use of Tele-
phones, of which the following is a deserip-
tion sufficiently full, clear, and exact to en-
able those skilled in the art to which it apper-

tains or with which it is most nearly connected.

to make and use the same.

It is the object of my invention to prowde
a device which can be readily secured in place
and adjusted with respect to a telephone so

that 1t may operate to keep unauthorized per-
sons from using the telephone and to have

the device at the same time be of such a na-

ture that it may be most conveniently and
easily manipulated by the subscriber or other

person ha,vmn' authomy to use the instru-
ment.

Under the present rules usually adopted by
- telephone-exchanges instruments are leased

on the *° hmlted-call” plan, and it is difficult

for the subseriber to control the calls made

- on his telephone so that none shall be with-
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out authority. It is to obviate this difficulty-|

that is the purpose of my invention. ,
To this end, therefore, the invention con-

sists of an mdependent base and bracket,

adapted to be secured In position in close
proximity to the bell-box of a telephone and
an arm hinged or pivoted to the bracket, which
arm is 80 constructed as to engage the bell-

crank and be locked in that position, so that
when' the said arm is so secured it will hold

the crank of the bell-ringing device against

operation to call up “eentra,l” Or any otherl

telephone number in the circuit.

The invention also consists of other im-
provements incidental to the foregoing, all as
I will now proceed to describe and claim. ,

Reference is to be had to the annexed draw-
ings, and to the letters marked thereon, form-

ing a part of this specification, the same let-

ters designating the same parts or features,
as the case may be, wherever they occur.

Of the drawings, Figure 1 is a front eleva-
tion showing my mventwn as applied thereto.
Fig. 2 is a “front view of my. invention de-
tached but showing the device in unlocked
posmon 1t being represented in Kig. 1 as in

] loeked n051t10n

Flﬂ‘ 3 is a side view of the
device (on the scale shown in Fig. 2) in locked

position and looking at it from left to right. 55

In the drawmﬂ's « is the transmitter. Dbis
the receiver.. ¢ is the call or bell box, and d
1s the arm of the crank for “rmﬂ*mn' up” a
call or number.
oeneral parts of a telephone. The forms of
some of the said parts vary, as does also the
arrangement of some with respect to others;
but what is thus far described will answer to
explain the construction and mode of opera-
tion of my invention.

e designates a base-plate adapted to be

‘The foregoing are the usual

60.

serewed to the telephone-casing or tothe walls

of the building, which plate 1S prowded with
projections or swells f /', having recesses or

holes formed therein to serve as beal ings for

the pintles of the swinging locklnﬂ'-arm qd,
provided on its outer end Wn;h a countel sunk
or similar hole 2 to engage the end of the

crank d. -
The swinging lochb-arm g 18 prowded

upon one of its faees with a small lock 2, and
‘a hole is formed through the web of the plate,

so that a key may be mserted in the lock from

the opposite side, as indicated at 7 in Fig. 3.

% designates an extension of the swell f, SO

as-to make it form a substantla,l arm to the

base-plate, and the said arm % is recessed in

its under face or side, as indicated by dotted

lines 1 in Fig. 38, so that when the arm is
moved to closed pOSltl()Il the bolt m of the lock

may enter said recess and be securely locked

in place. Thelower face of the arm % is bev-
eled slightly, as shown in Figs. 1 and 2, oppo-

site the points at which the recess [ is formed

therein, so that thearm may be closed and the
bolt of the lock be snapped into place without
the use of the key; but the construction is of
such a character that it is necessary to etnploy
a key inserted into the slot 7 in order to un-
lock and operate the arm g. -

It will now be seen that when the pa,rts are

arranged as.-shown in Fig. 1 and the arm ¢ is-

swung into locked position the countersunk

‘hole f01med in the lower outer end of the arm
will engage the end of the crank d and hold it

in locked position, so that a call cannot be

rung up on the telephone; but when it is de-
su'ed touse the telephone a key inserted in the
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slot 9 of the lock will operate the latter to
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draw down the bolt m and allow the arm ¢ to
be swung to one side, as shown in Fig. 2 and
in dotted-—lme position Fig. 1. Then the crank
of the call-box o may be opemted with entire
freedom.

It is obvious, of comse, that the form of the

several parts comprising my invention may
be changed to suit the circumstances of the
case W1thout departing from the nature or

spirit of my invention, which is the provision

of anindependent lock tothe call-armorcrank

of the telephone, which lock may be operated

by a key to release the locked arm and allow
the instrument to be used. -

Having thus explained the nature of the in-
vention and described a way of constructing
and using the same, though without attempt-
ing to set s forth all of the formsin which it may
be made or all of the modes of its use, it 1s de-
clared that what is claimed is— .

1. A means for preventing unauthorized
use of a telephone, consisting of a base- plate
and bracket, adapted to be secured in proxim-
ity to the call means of the instr ument, and a

swinging arm supported by the base-plate or

bracket and adapted to engage the call means

and tobelocked in engaged position and to be |

unlocked with a key.
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9. A meansforpreventing 11nauth01 ized use
of a telephone, consisting of a base-plate and
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bracket, adapted to be secured in proximity

to the crank-arm of the call-box, a stationary
arm forming a part of the said base-plate and
bracket, a swinging arm pivotally supported
by the said b&se plate and bracket and adapt-
ed to engage the said crank-arm and to Dbe

locked to the stationary arm when soengaged,.
and to be unlocked by a key and dlsenfrafred

from said crank-arm.

3. As a new article of manufacture, a base-
plate bracket provided with the 1ecessed arm
k, the swinging locking-arm ¢ provided on its
end with means to engage the erank-arm of
the call or bell box of a telephone, and a lock
carried by the swinging arm, adapted to be
operated. by a key, the bolt of which lock is

adapted to engage the recess of the arm k.

In testlmony “Whereof I have signed my
name to this specification, in the presence ot
two subscribing witnesses, this 28th day of
August, A D. 1897.

RALPII . ALTJEN

W’ltnesses .
STILLMAN IIAYNES

WIiLLiAMm K. IIAYNE‘S.
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