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SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 601,695, dated April 5,1898.
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- To all whom it may concern:

10

- Beitknown that we, EDGAR A. WOLFE and

F

| adapted to fold inward] y upon thé'npper_ side
of the uppermost side wall, as indicated in

PETER E. HART, citizens of the United States, | dotted linesin F'ig. 2, the end walls being pro-

residing at Salt Lake City, in the county of
Salt Lake and State of Utah, have invented a
new and useful Shipping Crate or Case, of
which the following is a specification.

Our invention relates to shipping-crates,

and has for its object to provide a simple and

efficient construction adapted for folding into
compact form for return shipment, provision

being made in the interior of the folded de-

- vice for eontaining one or more transverse
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partitions and for fillers, such as cells used
In shipping eggs. . |

A further object of the invention is to pro-
vide a crate of folding construction wherein
the top or cover constitutes means for hold-

ing the folding parts of the crate in either

their operative or their folded positions, said
top or cover being the only part of the crate

which is detachable from the main or body |
~ portion, consisting of the Dottom, side, and

end walls. | | |
Further objects and advantages of this in-

vention will appear in the following deserip-

tion, and the novel features thereof will be

particularly pointed out in the appended
claims.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective
viewof a crate constructed in accordance with

our invention. Fig. 2 is a longitudinal seec-
tion of the same, showing in dotted lines the

position of the side and end walls when fold- |

ed. Fig.31is a transverse section showing in

dotted lines the positions of the side walls

when folded. Fig. 4 is a perspective view of
the crate folded. Fig.5 isa longitudinal sec-

- tion of the same.

Similar numerals of reference indicate cor-

‘responding partsin all the figures of the draw-

1 designates the fAoor or bottom of the crate, -

from the side and end edges of which rise
flanges 2 and 3, upon which -are hinged the
folding side and end walls 4 and 5. The side
walls are hinged in contiguous planes, where-
by when folded inwardly, as indicated in dot-

ted linesin I'ig. 3, they occupy parallel planes,

1

vided at théir upper edges with corner-clips

6, forming stops to limit the outward-swing-

ing movement of the side walls. An inter-
mediate partition 7 is removably fitted in the

crate, with its side edges engaging opposite
the inner surfaces

alined grooves 8, formed in
of the side walls., "
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6o -

The top 9 is provided with depending .e'n'd '

flanges 10, adapted to bear against the outer

surfaces of the end walls and provided in their
inner surfaces with horizontal grooves 11 to

| receive horizontal webs orkeys 12, fixed to

sald end walls parallel with their upper edges
and projecting outwardly beyond the surfaces
of the walls. It-will be seen that the top or

cover may be slid into place after the end and

| side walls have been extended to their oper-

| ployed for securing the parts when extended,

such as the spring-bolt 13.

ative positions, (shown in full lines in Figs.
2 and 3,) and when in place the top or cover
may be secured by any suitable form of cateh,
(Shown in Fig. 2.)
Thig bolt in the construction illustrated is
accessible for repression in order to release

the cover through a perforation 14, formed in

the flange of the cover in alinement with the

__'75. -

8o

bolt, a nail or other thin tool or analogous

object being adapted to be inserted through
sald opening. | ) o
- In order to enable the folded side and end

walls of the crate to be secured, we also pro-

vide the end flanges 3 of the bottom with webs
or keys12*, similar to the webs or keys 12 and
adapted-to be similarly engaged by the flanges
10 of the top or cover, as shown in Figs. 4
and 5. - |

From the above desecription it will be seen

that the crate embodying our invention may

9o

be folded into compact form for return ship- .

ment, the parts being secured in their folded
positions by the same means which are em-

and the mounting of the side and end walls

at an interval from the bottom of the crate
‘provides a space or compartment. below the

planes of the folded side and end walls, in

95
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which may be arranged the removable parti-

~ 50 and the end walls are hinged in a common | tion 7 and any fillers, such as egg-cells, (not
~ .plane above the planes of the lower edges of | shown in the drawings,) as may be employed
- the side walls, whereby said end walls are | in packing the articles for shipment. =~
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- From the above description: it will be Seeﬁ?

- furthermore, that the top or cover is the

 and the body portion of the erate (the oppo-

. gite end walls and the corresponding ends of |
 the bottom being provided with duplicate |
means for enwawelnent with the top or cover)

XD

means for holding the folding parts of the
crate in either their extended or their folded
‘5. positions, and by reason of the sliding inter-

locking connection between the top or cover

o the body portion of the crate when the latter

cover.

is either extended or folded without the use
of any other detachable part than the top or
In other words, the crate embodying
—our invention consists of only two detachably-

‘Various changes in the form, proportion,

- and the minor detalls of construction may be
resorted to without departing from the spirit |
- or sacrificing any of - the admnmges of thls:
~_invention. |
-~ Having descl 1bec1 our inv ention, what we |

- claim is—

1. A shlppmn*-ela’re of two-part constmc—-

. 'tlo_n one part consisting of a bottom, and side

- 30

tom, and the other part consisting of a top or

| eover separable from the first-named part,
“and provided with fixeddepending end flanges

provided in their innersurfaces with grooves

to receive the ribs and form an mterloekmﬂ“
~connection between the membels of the er ate,
‘substantially as specified. - -

2. A shipping-crate comprising a b0d§ p01- B
tion having a bottom provided with upstand--
ing side and end flangesforining a receptacle,
we are enabled to secure the top or cover to |

and side and end Walls hu:wedly ceonnected

40

45

respectively to the side and end flanges of the .
bottom and adapted to fold inwardly oversaid -
-receptacle to occupy positions approximately -
“parallel with the bottom, said end walls and:
: the end ﬂanﬂes of the bottom being provided
~ connected members, one member consisting | wi
- of the bottom, side, and end walls and the

- other_member conmstmﬂ‘ of the top or cover.

ribs a“&ﬂf"ed pm allel Wlth the bottom ‘and

a separate top or cover provided with fixed

1 depending end flanges having theirinnersur- |
combination with a transverse .partltlonz re-

faces grooved to receive said guide-ribs, in

movably fitted at its side edges in vertical = .

- grooves 1in ‘the side Walls substautmlly as

rspeclﬁed |
In testimony that we clalm the foregomn as

- EDGAR A. WOLFE

R PETER E. HART.
"Witnesses: o |
- W, J. MITCHELL,
B T 'G;LMART.IN;-

60: |

~our own we have hereto affixed oursignatures - -
in the 1:)1 esence of two witnesses. | |
- and_end walls hingedly connected £o thebot-| -
tom to fold Inwardly and occupy positionsap-| =
proximately parallel with the bottom, and said | =
end wallsand the endsof the bottom being pro-
vided with duplicate exterior projecting ribs |
arranged traunsversely parallel with the bot- | =
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