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To all wwhom it may concern:

- Beit known that I, WiLLiaMm T. B. OLEMM
a citizen of the United States, residing at Po-
cahontas, in the county of Tazewell and State
of Virginia, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Lifting Devices, of

- which the following is a full and complete
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specification, such as will enable those skilled
in the art to which it appertains to make and

use the same.

This invention relates to lifting devices
such as are usually employed in removing
various articles from shelves in stores and
other places; and the object of the invention
1s to provide an improved device of this class
which is simple in construetion and operation
and also comparativelyinexpensive, while be-
ing well adapted to accomplish the result for
whlch it is intended.

The invention is fully disclosed in the fol-
lowing specification, of which the accompa-

nying drawings form a part,in which the sep-

arate parts of myimprovement are designated
by the same numerals of reference in each of
the views, and in which—

Figure 1isa side view of my impr ovem ent,

and Fig. 2 a plan view thereof. |
In the practice of my invention I provide a

lifter of the class herein specified which con-

sists of two similar bars or handles 5 and 6,
~oneof whichisprovided with guides7,through

which the other is passed, and in the construc-

tion shown in the drawings the guides 7 are

secured to the bar or handle 5, and the bar
or handle 6 1s passed therethrough.

- Connected with the upper end of the bar or |

handle 5 in any desired manner is. a plate or
jaw 8, which projects at right angles thereto,
and the bar or handle 6 is provided atits up-
per end with a similar plate or jaw 9, which
is secured thereto in any desired manner and
which projectsatrightangléstherefromabove

and parallel with the jaw 8 to a point near

the end thereoi, said jaws being provided
with sharpened ends. The upper end of the
bar or handle 6 is also provided with a yoke-
shaped hook or loop 10, and the plate or jaw
S and the handle 5 are also connected by a di-
agonal brace 11, which gives strength thereto.

The operation wili be readily understood
from the foregoing description when taken in

connection with the accompanying drawings

and the following statement thereof.

5O

In practice the lower end of the bar or han- -

dle 5 is grasped in one hand, and the handle
6 1s manipulated with the other being moved
upwardly and downwardly throun‘h the guides
7, and when thus operated or mampula,ted
the jaws or plates 3 and 9 may be made to
orasp and -hold a bolt of cloth, so as to re-
move the same from a shelf, as will be readily
understood, and they may also be operated
S0 as to remove various other articles from
shelves and also to place such articles on the
shelves. The hook 10 may also be employed
for removing articles provided with handles
from shelves and for placing smd articles
thereon.

This device is su:nple in constr uctwn a,nd
operation and well adapted to accomplish the
result for which it is intended, and it will be
apparent that changes in and modifications
of the construction described may be macde

{ without departing from the spirit of my in-

vention or sacrificing its advantages. |
In practice I prefer to connect with the up-

per ends of the handles or bars & 6 cross-

heads 12, to which the plates or jaws 3 and 9
are secured; but this feature is not essential,
and the plates or jaws may be secured di-
rectly to the handles or bars, if desired.
Having fully described my invention, I

claim as new and desire to secure by Letters

Patent—
The herein-described lifting devwe com-
prising two similar bars one of which is pro-

vided with keepers through which the other

is adapted to slide, cross-heads mounted upon

the upper end of each of said bars, angu-

larly-projecting plates secured to each of said
cross-heads each of said plates being rectan-

gular in form and being semicircular at the

free end, the free end of each plate being bev-
eled on one side, each being beveled on the
side opposite to the other, the said plates be-
ing substantially the same length whereby
the said under plate projects beyond the said
upper plate at the end thereof, and a brace
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~connecting sald under plate with one of the | ence of the subscribing witnesses, this 28th
said keepers, and a hook mounted inthe up- | day of January, 1897.
per end of the said sliding bar to which the
sald upper plate is secured substantially as
5 and for the purpose described. Witnesses: -
- In testimony that I claim the foregoing as DBERT RUSSELL,
myinvention I have signed my name, in pres- | JAS. S. HENSLEY.

WILLIAM T. B. CLEMM.
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