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To all whom it may concern: o
Beitknownthatl, JOHNJ. WHITTLE, a sub-

ject of the Queen of Great Britain, residing

at the city of New York, in the county of New

York and State of New York, have invented

a new and useful Improvement in Bicycle-

Supports, of which the following is a specifi-

cation. o
The nature of the invention consists in the

details of combination and construction sub-

~ stantially as illustrated in the accompanying
 drawings hereinafter described, and subse-
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quently pointed out in the claim. -

Figure I is a side view of an ordinary bi-
cycle with my invention attached. Fig. 1l
is a rear view of the same on a larger scale.

Figs. III, IV, V,and VIare detail views more

fully hereinafter deseribed.

The great difficulty ordinarily encountered
by beginners who at first try to ride a bicy-
cly is the tendency theyhave to fall sidewise.

- It in fact requires a great deal of practice be-

fore some persons can ride safely.. To assist | f.

these and obviate the difficulty my invention
has been devised.

The saddle of the bieycle is hinged at a,

~ with its free end resting with thelug ¢’ upon
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the top of the rod 6. This rod b slides in a
sleeve in the bridge . This bridge is fas-

tened tothe rear of the bicycle-frame, asillus-

trated. A helical spring g actuates the rod

b. TUpon this bridge f are formed two oppo-

site jaws f' and f'. Inthese jawsare hinged

the supports k& k. A toggle-joint ¢ ¢ ¢ is also

» hinged between these supports £ k. In the

middle member £ is a hole adapted to the rod
b. The rod b may be clamped by suitable

- set-screws in the member 7 of the toggle-joint

- or in the sleeve of the bridge f, as hereinai-
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ter more fully deseribed. The lower ends of

the supports k % are provided with rollers b,
as illustrated,the whole device to be sub-

stantially as illustrated in the drawings.
When my invention is in use, the rod b is
free to slip in the sleeve of the bridge f, and

the resilience of the spring ¢ carries it up |

against the saddle, so that the rear end of the
saddle stands higher than the frontend. Af
the same time the rod b, which is to be fas-
tened by a set-serew or in some other conven-
ient way in the member ¢ of the toggle-joint,
draws this member of the joint upward, and
in so doing closes the supports & and'% up

| near to the sides of the bicycle, as illustrated

in Fig.I; but when pressure comes upon the

saddle, as of the rider sitting on it or the.

like, it slips the rod b downward through the
sleeve of the bridge f and pushes the member

t of the toggle-joint downward, causing the

toggle-joint to open. This spreads the sup-
ports & and % apart from the sides of the bi-
cycle into the position illustrated in Fig. 11
It will then be found that if the machine
should be inclined to fall over sidewise it
will be caught by the wheel [ and held up
while still in motion, and so neither the ma-
chine nor the rider will fall. As soon as the
pressureisremoved from the saddle the spring
g carries the rod b upward and all the parts
assume their original position.

-

" If it be desired to retain the supports folded

up against the sides of the machine, the sad-

dle is first pressed downward, so as to carry
the rod b down as far as it will go. This rod
is then clamped fastin the sleeve of the bridge
The set-screw, which holds the rod b in

| the member ¢ of the toggle-joint, is then re-
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leased. The supports are then folded up to

the sides of the machine, and, lastly, the rod
b is again clamped with the set-screw in the
toggle-joint. It will now be found that the
supports will be held firmly in folded position
and that the bicycle can be used in the com-
mon and well-known way. | |

- 'What I claim as my invention, and desire
to secure by Letters Patent, is—

The combination with a bicycle, a saddle
hinged thereon, a bridge fastened to the frame
of said bicycle, a rod sliding in a sleeve in
said bridge, a helical spring embracing said
rod, and in connection with said saddle, ac-

| tuating said rod, of side supports, substan-

tially as specified, hinged in said bridge,
rollers upon the lower extremities of said sup-
ports, and a toggle-joint hinged in said sup-
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ports, and operated by said sliding rod to .

open and close said supports, substantially
as and for the purpose set forth.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my invention I have hereto signed my name,
in presence of two witnesses, this 3d day of
September, 1896. |

| JOHN J. WHITTLE.
Witnesses: -

- F. M. MCDONALD,
N. HILLAWSKI,
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