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To all whom it may concern:

Beitknown that I, GEORGE NEWMAN, a eiti- -

zen of the United States residing at EL Paso,
in the county of El Paso and State of Texa,b,

have invented certain new and useful Im-

provements in Hlectrie-Circuit-Closing De-

to be a full, clear, and exact description of
- sald mventlon sueh as will enable others
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skilled in the art to which it most nearly ap-
pertains to make, use, and practice the same.

My invention relates to improvements in
electric-circuit-closing devices, and has espe-

cial reference to keys for turning on the cur-
‘rent in incandescent lamps and for similar
~devices.

The use of incandescent electric lamps in

hotels has become so common that matches

are no longer provided in the rooms of the
hotel forlighting gas. It very often happens
that a person arriving at a hotel lighted: en-
tirely by electricity and taking a room there
in the daytime omifs to notice the location

of the switches or keys for lichting the elec-

tric lamps or the push- buttons for eallmcr the
attendant. On returning in the evem’nﬂ'
when the room is dark he is unable to hght

“the room, not knowing the location of the

lamp- key, or to call an attendant not know-
ing the location of the push-button-. The ob-
ject of my invention has been to obviate the

- 1nconvenience thus occasioned.
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- vicedetached. Fig. 3 is a transverse section |.
through the same, and Fig. 4 is a similar view

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 1s

a perspective view of a portion of a room,
showing my invention applied thereto. Flﬂ' |

218 a perspeetlve view of the improved de-

of a modlﬁca,tlon

1 represents an incandescent lamp, and 2 40
the key for turning on the current therefor.
Said key has in each face a recess 3, having
undercut or beveled edges 4, and in said re-
cess is inserted a small plate of glass 9, on
the under side of which is deposited a coat- 45
ing of any suitable phosphorescent or lumi-
nous paint 6. The surface of the key is still
further cut away, as shown at 7, so as to leave
a space between the surface of the paint and
that of the material of the key. The glass 3o
plate 5 is then secured to the key by any suit-
able means, as by screws 8. With this con-
struction the luminous paint is so disposed
as to be preserved from the deleterious action
of moisture and will preserve its peculiar 55
property for an indefinite length of time.

An electric-lighting device of this charac-
teris believed to be far preferable to the ordi-
nary electric-lamp key, and it can be manu-
factured at a comparatively small cost. 60

A similar construction is desirable to any
‘circuit-closing device in a dark room, such as
| the key or switech 9. (Shown in Fig. 1.)

Having thus fully described my mventmn
| elalm— | 65

An electric-circuit-closing dev1ce havingin
the face exposed to view a,nd contact a recess,
and in said recess a plate of transparent ma-
terial coated on the under side with luminous
or phosphorescent paint, said recess being so 7o
configured that said paint is maintained out
of contact with the surface of the recess, sub-
stantially as described.

Signed this 2d day of September, 1897.

| GEORGE NEWMAN.

Wltnesses °
F. M. WRIGHT,
J. A. BAYLESS
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