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- To all whom it may concern:
- Be it known that I, THOMAS C. LOUDEN, a
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citizen of the United States, residing at River-

side, in the county of Fairfield and State of

Connecticut, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Provision - Racks;

and I do hereby declare the following to be a

full, clear, and exact description of the in-

| Veutmn such as will enable others skilled in
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- sive manner possible; that it shall comprise
a series of troughs closed at both ends, and |
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the art ’uo which it appertains to make and
use the same.
My invention has for its object to prowde

a rack adapted forgeneral useasa provision-

rack—for example, in meat-carts, ice-chests,
refrigerator-cars, &c.—the essential require-
ments being that 1t shall be made wholly of
metal, of few parts, and in the least expen-

that it shall be soconstructed that every part
may be easily reached in washing, and that
air may circulate freely both sides of the bed,
{ree circulation of air being an important fea-
ture when the racks are used in refrigerators

or in cooling-chambers, and the closed-end

- troughs being an important feature when the
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racks are used 1in any place to support meat
which isliable to drip—as, for example, when
used as liver-racks—all drip being caught
and retained in the troughs, so that the floor
of a wagonorchamberis kept perfectly clean.
With these ends in view I have devised the
simple and novel rack of which the following

deseription, in connection with the accom-

panying drawing, is a specification, reference
characters being ‘used t0 designate the sev-
eral parts. -

The drawing is a perspective of a seetmn

of my novel rack.

The rack comprises a bed A, which is made
of corrugated sheet metal, ordinarily iron,
galvanized—i. e., covered with zinc by elec-
trodeposition. The essential features of the

bed are the raised portions a and the de-
At the edges of the bed
-are edge strips B, which extend from the bot-

pressed portions a'.

tom of the depressed portions part way to
the apexof the raised portions—ior example,
half-way, more or less, from the bottom of the
corrugated bed to the top thereof. - The func-
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tion of the edge strips B is to close the ends

of the depressed portions of the bed, thus

..............

forming troughs C, closed at both ends. It
is important, however, that the edge strips
should not extend to the top of the raised

portions of the bed, so that passages D may
‘be left under the bed at the raised portions

for free passage of air. In the present in-
stance I have shown the edge strips as formed
integral with bottom strips E, the edge and
bottom strips being, in fact, an ancrle -plece.
By making the edge and bottom strms inte-
gral—:. e., using an angle- plece—-—-the rack is

made stronﬂ*er and a ﬁrm support is formed

at each end for the rack to rest upon, leaving
the. depressed pmtlons slightly above the

of a wagon or chamber
be seeured to the bed 1n any 511it&ble manner,
as by soldermﬂ' or riveting.

It will be understood from the drawmw that
my novel rack may readily be made in sizes

to suit any possible requirement of the trade
or may be made of various standard widths
and in lengths which may be cut to suit the

special reqmrements of use, it being obvious
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The edﬂ'e strips may _
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that the bed and edge strips may be cut trans-

versely at any place | |
Having thus described my 11:lvent10n, 1
claim—

prising a bed having raised portions and de-

8o
1. A rack of the chara,cter described com-

pressed portions and edge strips whiech ex-

tend part way from the bottom of the de-
pressed portions to the top of the raised por-

tions so as to close the ends of the depressed

portions and form troughs Cleaving the raised

‘portions open at the ends to form air-pas-
sages D. |

9. A rack of the character deseribed com-
prising a bed having raised portions and de-
pressed portions and an angle-piece at each
edge of the bed consisting of an edge strip
which closes the ends of the depressad por-
tions forming troughs and leaving the raised
portions open for air-passages and a bottom

strip which strengthensthe rack and provides

a firm support for the end to rest upon.
In testimony whereof I affix my mgmature

i in presence of two witnesses.

- THOMAS C LOUDEN
- Witnesses:

GEO. W, BRUSH, -
THOMAS O. LOUDEN,
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