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To all whom it may concern: |

Be it known that I, LEvr L. PLETCHER, a
citizen of the United States residing at Malta,
in the county of Morgan and State of Ohlo,
have Invented a new and useful Combined
Hinge and Fastener, of which the followmn* is
a speclﬁeatlon

This invention relates to combined hinges
and fasteners; andit has for its object to pro-
vide a new and useful device of this type,
forming a combined hinge and fastener for
CO 11:1-11613 or other sumla,r objects, whereby
the lid or other object may be lifted at either
edge, while the opposite edge maintains its
hinged relation to the box or frame to which
it is applied.

A further object of the invention is to pro-
videasimple and inexpensive combined hinge

and fastener which admits of the lid, cover,

or other object to which the same is tted be-—
ing entirely removed from its support.

YVith these and otherobjects in view, which
will readily appear as the nature of the inven-
tion 18 betfer understood, the same consists
in the novel construction, combination, and

arrangement of parts hereinafter more fully

described, illustrated, and claimed.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a vertical cross- |

sectional view of the upper portion of a cas-

ket or box, showing the hinge and fastener in

its applied position. Figs. 2and 3 are detail
sectional views showing, respectively, differ-
enf positions of the casket or box lid to which
the hinge is applied. Fig. 4 is a detail in
perspective of the catch member of the hinge.
Fig. o 1s a sitmilar view of the catch member
with the housing-cap removed. Fig. 6 is a
detail perspective of the fixed member of the
hinge. = Figs. 7 and 8 are detail views show-
ing a mod1 ed form of the fixed member of
the hinge.

| Referring to the accompanying drawings,
the numerals 1 and 2 designate, respectively,
the fixed and movable members of the hinge,
the member 2 being properlytermed a ““catch”
member, as the same 1s designed to have a
locking as well as a pivotal connection with
the fixed member, so that the device will form
both a hinge and a fastener for the lid or other

similar object to which the same is applied.

For econvenience in describing the inven-
tion the hinge is illustrated as applied to the

| lid of a casket or box, and the fixed member

1 of the hinge 1s adapted to be secured to the
upper edge of said casket or box in a fixed po-
sition. |

The fixed member 1 of the hinge essentially
comprises a flat base-plate 3, provided with
oppositely-located secrew- holes 4 for receiving
the serews or other fasteners which secure the
fixed member in its proper applied position,
and said base-plate 3 is cut away at one side,
as at 9, and is formed at the inner wall of
the cut-away portion 5 with an integral up-
wardly-disposed hinge-post.6, having an out-
wardly and downwardly curved hook 7 at 1ts

upper end, which hook is designed to codp-

erate with the catech member of the hinge to
provide for the interlocking engagement of
the two members and also for the pivotal
turning of the catch member on the fixed
member, as will be readily understood by ref-
erence t0 the drawings.

The movable catech member 2 of the hinge
1s designed to be fitted to the under side of
the 11d or cover of the casket adjacent to the
edge thereof contiguous to the portion of the

casket to which the fixed member 1 is fitted,

and the said member 2 is provided with a flat
base-plate 8, having a plurality of screw-re-
ceiving holes 8* and bent at 1ts outer edge to
form a right-angularly-disposed guide-flange
9, which fits against the outside edge of the
lid or cover, as clearly illustrated in Figs. 2
and 3 of the drawings. Adjacent to the outer
gulde-flange 9 the base-plate 8 is formed with
a post-recelving opening 10, communicating
at its outer end with a guide-slot 11, formed
longitudinally in the flange 9 at the point of
junction between such flange and the body
of the plate 8. At the inner end of said post-
receiving opening in the base-plate the latter
IS pr 0V1ded with an Integral upturned rest-
ear 12, against which bears one end of the re-
tractmn* cmled spring. 13, arranged on top of
the base-pl&te 8 and lying within the inner
end portion of the longitudinally-disposed
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slot 14 of the flat slidable latch-plate 15. The

flat slidable latch-plate 15 is normally re-
tracted inward by the spring 13 and has the
inner portion thereof guided within a housing
cap or plate 16, spanning the plate 15 and
spring 13 and secured at its edges to the body

| of the base-plate, said housing cap or plate
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being provided in the crown thereof with a | the latch- -plates of the hinges at that side are
~ longitudinally-disposed seat 17, conforming

- ing 10 of the base-plate.
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with the upper side of the spring 13 to assist
In properly retaining the latter in place. The
spring-retracted slidable latch-plate 15 of the
catch member works flat on top of the base-

plate, and the longitudinal slot 14 therein

communicates with the post-recelving open-
The outer end por-
tion of the latch-plate slides through the
guide-opening 11 of the flange 9 and 1s formed

‘at opp()SIte side edges with the stop-shoulders
18, engaging: agamst the outer side of the |

ﬂa,nﬂ'e 9 130 limit the inward movement of the
latch- -plate. The said outer end portion of
the latch- plate is further provided with an
opening 19, in which is tied the pull cord or
string 20 for drawing sald plate outward to
release the same from the hook 7 of the hinge-
post 6.

In the event of the sides of the casket or
bhox being very thin or composed of fragile
material a modified form of the fixed member
of the hinge may be employed, as illustrated
in Figs. 7 and 8 of the drawings. - In the
modified construction of fixed member re-
ferred to the base-plate 3 of the fixed member
is formed at one edge with a pendent flange
21, fitting the inner surface of the casket sides,
and from the ends of which flange are pro-
jected depending securing-arms 22, provided
at their lower ends with rwht-angularly-dls-
posed terminal spurs or prongs 23, which are
driven into the wood, and thereby obvmte the
pulling out of the screws used in securing the
other form of fixed member in place.

In using the combined hinge and fastener
any desired number of the same may be fitted
to opposite sides of the box and the lid or
cover thereof, and in applying such lid or
cover the slidable latch-plates 15 of the hinges
may be drawn outward to permit the lid or

cover to be lowered over the hinge-post 6, af- |

ter which the latch-plates are released, so
that the same will spring into engagement

with the hinge-posts below the terminal hooks |

7 thereof, thereby fastening the lid or cover
securely on the box or casket. Itwill be ob-
served that when thelatch-platesareretracted
to their inward limit of movement the area
of the exposed portions of the slots 14 is less
than the width of the hook-terminals 7, there-
by preventing the disengagement of said
hook-terminals from the 1atch plate until the
latter are drawn outward sufficiently far to
uncover a sufficient portion of their slots 14
to permit the hook-terminals 7 to readily pass

- therethrough. While:the latch-plates may

bedrawn 011tward inengaging the catch mem-
bers of the hinges with the fixed members,
this 1s not necessary nor usually resorted to,
inasmuch as the rounded form of the hool-
terminals 7 permits the catch members to be
forced into engagement therewith, the latch-

plates sliding outward to permit of this auto-
matic engagement.

_ Should it be desired to-
1ift the 1id from one side of the casket or box,

I
|

pulled outward to permit of their disengage-
ment from the fixed members, after whlch the

lid may be lifted and the catch members of

swing or turn upon the hinge-posts which
form the fulerum. At this point it will be
observed by reference to Fig. 2 of the draw-
ings that when the device actsin the capacity
of a hinge one end or wall of the slot in the
latch-plate is adapted to hinge or turn in the
loop of the open hook 7.

The construction of hinge herein described
is especially adapted for use in connection
with burial cases or caskets, where it 1s often
necessary to obtain access to the casket upon
one side or the other and also where it is
necessary at times to quickly remove and re-
place the lid, all of which results can be con-
veniently aecomphshed by the use of the par-
ticular hinge described.

Changes in the form, proportion, and the
minor details of construction may be resorted
to without departing from the principle or
sacrificing any of the advantages of this in-
vention.

Having thus deseribed theinvention, wha,t
18 clmmed and desired to be secured by Let-

ters Pa,tent 18—

1. A combined hinge and fastener consist-
ing of afixed member comprising a base-plate
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the hinge at the opposite edges of the lid will
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having an integral upwardly-disposed post

bent downwardly at its upper end to form an

-open hook, and a movable catch member com-

prising a base-plate, a slidable latch-plate
mounted on the base-plate and having a lon-
gitudinal slot receiving the post and adapted
to have one end or wall thereof hinge in the
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loop of said hook, and a spring arranged

within the slot of the latch- plate and havmw
a connection at one end with the base-plate,
substantially as set forth.

2. A combined hinge and fastener compris-
ing a fixed member having an integral up-

wardly - disposed post formed with an out-

wardly-curved terminal hook atits upperend,
and a movable catch member comprising a
base-plate provided near its outer edge with
a post -receiving opening, and a slidable
spring-retracted latch-plate mounted on the
base-plate and having a longitudinally-dis-

posed slot adapted to receive said post, sub-

stantially as set forth.

3. A combined hinge and fastener compris-
ing a fixed member having a hinge - post
formed at its upper end with a hook, and a
movable catch member comprising a base-
plate provided with a post-recelving opening
and at its outer edge with a guide- ﬂanﬂ'e hav-
ing a 10]10‘113].'1(1111&11}7-(11513086(1 ounide-slot com-
mumeatmﬂ* with said opening, Sald base-plate
being further provided at the inner end of
the opening therein with an upturned rest-
ear, a flat slidable latch-plate sliding on the
base—plafue through the guide-slot of the guide-
flange and prowded at 0pp051te side edges of
its outer end portion with stop—shoulders, sald
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lateh-plate being also provided with a longi- | end to form an open hook, and a movable
tudinally-disposed slot working overthe post- | member having a slidable slotted latch-plate,
recelving opening in the base-plate, a retract- | one wall of whose slot is adapted to turn in 15
ing coiled spring arranged on the base-plate | and out of engagement with the loop of said
5 and lying within the inner end portion of the | hook, substantially as set forth.

latch-plate slot with one end bearing against In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
sald rest-ear, and a housing cap or plate se- | my own I have hereto affixed my signature in
cured at its edges to the base-plate and span- | the presence of two witnesses.

ning the lateh-plate and the retracting-spring LEVI L. PLETCHER.
10 therefor, substantially as set forth. Witnesses: . |
4. Acombined hinge and fastener, compris- J. F. DAVIS,

ing a fixed member having a post bent at one CHAS. H. FAUTS.
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